
2021 has been a year filled with change, disappointment 
and sacrifice, but most of all, immense growth. As lead-
ers, we’ve faced numerous challenges both physically and 
emotionally, however, every obstacle presented us with an 
opportunity to learn and grow. 

The end of 2020 saw us running on adrenaline with the 
hope that 2021 would provide some much needed stability 
and certitude. This proved not to be the case very quickly. 
As we started our Matric year online, it became clear that 
“adapt and overcome” would play a pivotal role in pro-
gressing through the year. 

While navigating our “third wave” of COVID-19, girls and 
staff members had to isolate or quarantine, and everyday 
school life continued with the absence of many much loved 
sport and cultural activities. In addition to this, many in our 
community were affected by the unrest and lawlessness that 
erupted in our country in July. However, despite all that we 
have endured, we are incredibly grateful to have received 

a full year of uninterrupted teaching. We thank each
and every staff member most sincerely for their selflessness
in ensuring that our "unique educational journey" continued. 

As leaders, we’ve learnt patience and tolerance, whilst 
also realising that not having all the answers and having 
to make decisions out of our comfort zones play a significant 
role in shaping strong young women. In spite of all we have 
faced, navigating unpredictable waters, we have done so
together. The unwavering help and support of countless others 
have seen friendships deepen, bonds strengthen and the
College sisterhood blossom. 

As we look to end our journey aboard the Galleon, we
look forward to our much anticipated Matric Dance on
27 November, and we wish our 2022 Head Girls well as
they prepare to set sail on College’s 145th year. 

Saabira Amod, Keara Dunford and Olivia Sharratt
Head Girls 2021

College Chatter
From the Helm

College Moment

Our 2021 Head 
Girls, Olivia 

Sharratt, Saabira 
Amod & Keara 
Dunford, cele-

brating their final 
day of school 
with a splash! 
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Grade R girls getting into the 
festive spirit by painting colour-

ful Christmas trees.
Well done to the following Grade 3 
girls who were elected as class
captains for the term:

Top Row: Hannah Sigamoney 
(Vice-Captain: Grade 3B),
Uyanda Sibiya (Class Captain:
Grade 3B)

Middle Row: Maryam Osman 
(Vice-Captain: Grade 3B), Eleanor 
Yarrow (Class Captain: Grade 3P)

Front Row: Sphesihle Madonsela 
(Vice-Captain: Grade 3P)

Our Grade 2 girls 
having some fun in 

the sun.

Grade 00 girls were delighted to pay Mrs 
Conradie a visit in her new office.
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Colourful and exciting 
activities in our Grade 

3 classroom.

Grade 1 girls enjoying 
their Creative Day.

Grade Rs love their Creative Days.
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Our JP girls
celebrated their Matric 

"big sisters" at
their Mentors'
Appreciation

Tea. 
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Our Grade 7 girls had a
wonderful time at Timbavati which was 
an amazing opportunity to interact with 

some wildlife.

Grade 7 girls using their 
lunch boxes to learn 
about the 12 Power 

Words.

Grade 6 girls using their creative 
flair during their creative lesson.

Fractions are fun during the 
Grade 4 Maths lessons.
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Congratulations to our Grade 5 
girls who were recipients of the 
AMESA 2021 certificates and 

prizes. Well done, girls!

Congratulations to our Grade 6 girls who were recipients of
the AMESA 2021 certificates and prizes. Well done, girls.
Absent: Jessica Buxton-Forman and Nhlalwenhle Sibeko.

Congratulations to our Grade 7 
girls who were recipients of the 
AMESA 2021 certificates and 

prizes. Great job, girls!

Well done to Sienna Setzkorn 
(Grade 7) who has been select-

ed to represent KZN at the 
National Competition.

Congratulations to Grade 7s, Hannah Savage and Inez Letschert, 
who have been selected as SP Water Polo Captain and Water

Polo Vice-Captain, respectively. Well done, girls.
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Primary School staff wished Carol-Anne 
Conradie a Happy Boss's Day for 16 
October and celebrated their appre-
ciation and admiration of her with a 

beautiful gift hamper. 

Well done to Mia McKenna (Grade 6), Jessica Buxton-Forman 
(Grade 6) and Olivia Cairns (Grade 5) for being selected for 
the SA Team for Performing Arts. These three qualified amongst 
15 000 provincial entries and then amongst the Top 3 000 
national entries. We are so very proud of you, girls. 

Well done to Victoria Scott 
(Grade 4) who has been 

selected to represent KZN in 
the 2021 SANESA National 

Competition. 

Congratulations to Kaisara
Pillay (Grade 6) who passed 
the ABRSM Grade 1 Music 

Theory with Distinction. 

Well done to Grade 4s, Isabella du Toit and Tayla Pincus, for their
wonderful Irish Dancing achievements. Isabella competed at the 
SA Championships from 2-3 October 2021. She was placed 2nd 
overall, and was placed 1st in the Single Jig item. Tayla was 
placed 1st in the Bun Single Jig item. Congratulations girls, we 
are very proud of you.

Congratulations to
Emily Macqueen (Grade 
7) who has been select-
ed as the SP Swimming

Captain. 
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Grade 4 & 5 girls having 
so much fun during 

their Games Club lesson.

Congratulations to our Grade 4 
girls who were recipients of the 
AMESA 2021 certificates and 

prizes. Fantastic job, girls!
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FOUNDERS’ DAY 2021
Last Thursday, 14 October 2021, we celebrated our Thanksgiving and Founders’ Day Ceremony. 

It was a special day upon which we acknowledged our Grade 12s’ commitment and celebrated their achievements. 

We were delighted to have Miss Zanele Njapha (Futurist, Strategist & Transformer) as our vibrant Guest of Honour. 

Congratulations to all the prize-winners and to the Matric Class of 2021 who have faced many challenges with courage and
humility, this year. 

We are inspired by our girls’ achievements and wish them well as they begin to write their IEB final examinations. 

We would also like to congratulate Mr Donald Guthrie who was awarded the 2021 Galleon Benefactors' Award and Ms 
Nerissa Govind was awarded this year's Galleon Alumni Award. Well done to our Langeni Memorial Award recipients: 
Saabira Amod, Melissa Githinji, Jenna Pearson and Niwedita Bhatta.
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MATRIC FINAL ASSEMBLY & BELL-RINGING
One of the most special rites of passage that a College Girl experiences is the Matric Final Assembly and Bell-Ringing Ceremony. 

This year, on their final day of Grade 12, the Matrics had their special Final Assembly which brought back many fond memories 
of their time at College and these were shared - along with laughter and tears - with the rest of the school through a livestream. 

Thereafter, the Grade 10 and 11 girls formed a ‘guard of honour’ which our Matrics walked through, leading to the bell which 
they proudly rang, signalling the end of their schooling career.

To our Matrics of 2021, we have enjoyed sharing this journey with you and wish you the best of luck as you begin your final 
examinations. We are so proud of you and are inspired by your courage, dedication and humility. 
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DGC is a busy place but on Wednesday our incredible Support Staff took some 
time out to enjoy refreshments together at the annual Support Staff Gratitude Tea. 
Primary School and High School girls paid warm tributes to the staff who help to 
make our school the beautiful, clean, happy environment that it is. A small gesture 
given with a lot of love!
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From Our Chaplain

Eulogy

Ms Thabi Madlala
We were sad to hear of the sudden passing of Ms Thabi Madlala last 
Monday night. Ms Madlala joined DGC as a Debtors Clerk in July 2021, 
after leaving Reddam House Umhlanga. She will be remembered for her 
laughter and gregarious nature. Our deepest condolences to her daughter 
Thandolwethu, a second-year law student, and her son Nqoba who is at 
Westville Boys’ High School. The College Community holds Ms Madlala’s 
family and her former colleagues at Reddam in our thoughts and prayers.

We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will 
through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, so 
that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every 
way ... being strengthened with all power according to his glorious 
might so that you may have great endurance and patience.
Colossians 1:9-11

Michelle Edgcumbe

Founders’ Day always includes expressing gratitude for the founding 
of our school, and for the provision to keep going. This year, we want 
to encourage each other to be mindful and grateful for the beautiful, 
ordinary days we have spent at DGC in 2021. And for those who are 
Christians, to do this as part of a single-minded desire to live a life wor-
thy of our calling. The temptation is always to let our relationship with 
God get pushed to one side by other things, even other good things. 
We often find ourselves almost living independently of Him. But, com-
partmentalising our life isn’t honouring to Him. To put Him conveniently 
into the Sunday morning box, or to relegate Him to the decisions we 
don’t really care that much about, isn’t honouring. That’s not what the 
apostle Paul has in mind as he gently encourages the Colossian Chris-
tians all those years ago to press on in their worship of their Saviour 
every day. Instead, our worship of Him should affect what we say, what 
we post online, how we think about the future, the ways in which we 
deal with anxiety and every other sphere of life. With His help it is the 
lens through which we pass our speech and actions, and through which 
we interpret the world around us, including our own feelings and fears. 
We do thank God for Durban Girls’ College. For the time we spend in 
these rooms and hallways. For one another. And we ask him to help 
us to live in a way that honours Him here, which in turn will mean that 
these rooms and hallways will bear witness to people who honour one 
another as well.  



A SMALL WONDER: COLLEGE HOUSE 
RECIPE BOOK

Order your College House Recipe Book today.

All the proceeds will be going towards renovat-
ing the bathrooms at College House, benefitting 
all the girls and visitors to our beautiful board-
ing establishment. 

This book will make a great Christmas, Secret 
Santa or birthday gift and is a must-have for 
every household. The recipes are easy to make 
and incredibly delicious!
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Click here to order your copy 
and share the word!

Having spent 2021 working across the High School and Primary School at DGC as the 
locum psychologist, I have been afforded the opportunity to engage with the girls at var-
ious stages of their schooling life. In 2022, I assume the role of full-time school psycholo-
gist and it’s a role I am really looking forward to, and the chance to play a meaningful 
role in the lives of the girls here at DGC. 

I have spent my entire working life within the educational environment, within schools 
and tertiary institutions in London in the UK and here locally in Durban. The commonality 
between my role as either an educator or psychologist was my ability to support young 
people in overcoming the many hurdles that life presents and also act as a sounding 
board, assisting them to navigate challenging circumstances.   

Having two school-going children of my own, I have an appreciation of the challenges 
that parenting presents. As the school psychologist, I aim to play a role within a holistic 
approach which DGC adopts, which pays attention to the girls physical, personal, social, 
emotional and spiritual well-being, as well as cognitive aspects of learning. Helping the 
girls draw on their inner resources and strengths will deliver positive changes in their life. 

Meet Our Staff
Janet George – Educational Psychologist (DGC CORE Centre)

My role will also involve working closely with parents and supporting them. One of the underlying philosophies I draw on in my 
work is linked to a quote by Ralph Nichols: “The most basic of all human needs is to understand and be understood. The best 
way to understand people is to listen to them”. Building relationships is the most powerful transformation tool. I look forward to 
continuing my time here at DGC.

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fqkt.io%2FkNp8Lz%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2t_vo_pDYRjSZdIVkGiXOTScri1WjEIXP3ZtbV4Rgu7P9yI_gCucHajOM&h=AT2cXsroRy2xXDGAn1NzZvlt1yRgHdsjqsi5yxK5hFy5m2FNjS5_U75E0sL_SJ29JLShZBGQ74NqK_9hh2Kfu0rhogqff8gjQ1g_XsyM8ph8QU4dw23SkRbtoUl4fZzWo2wa4tc&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT0aPk7TLOtM1AS05FdgPkcXL0g-WkZETXUmxCibwy5zPmTVv3HAwOlZGXraL2Rhr-NaQpO6LHD6pS0EWM-cnmTBXVj_IYbSHM3q4N2NZCW-QIQBh9M6FPTmIHT6TAx4DgT05p3sLf6P-kdFgevwRD3gmcLFGz0CyXMoWRebog9-97A


DGC U16 WATER POLO TOURNAMENT RESULTS
1st – St Stithians
2nd – St Anne’s
3rd – DGC U16 
4th – Crawford Lonehill
5th – Elite Water Polo Academy 
6th – DGC U15 
7th – Eagles 1
8th – Eagles 2
9th – Amanzimtoti

KZN ATHLETICS LEAGUE RESULTS 
We had the first KZN athletics league (9 October) and 
our Grade 8 Reddy triplets did us proud under extremely 
challenging, windy conditions.
The league was for ages U16, U18, Senior and Masters.

They achieved the following results:
Girls U16 100m

• 2nd Keira Reddy – 14,48sec
• 3rd Alexia Reddy – 14,54sec
• 4th Nastasjia Reddy – 15,07sec

Girls U16 200m
• 2nd Keira Reddy – 29,20sec
• 3rd Alexia Reddy – 30,54sec
• 5th Nastasjia Reddy – 31,77sec

Girls U16 400m
• 1st Keira Reddy – 1m 07,15sec

Keira's 400m time was also the fastest overall 
400m womens' time on the day.

PERFORMING ARTS
Mia McKenna (Grade 6) represented South Africa in the 
South African Championships of Performing Arts as part of 
Team KZN. She received marks of over 90% in her solo and 
group dances. She received a bronze and silver medal.
She performed dances in Acro and Musical Theatre (x2 Solo 
dances), two duets with Olivia Cairns as well and two group 
dances. Her two team mates, Olivia Cairns (Grade 5) and 
Jessica Buxton-Forman (Grade 6), also competed and were 
also selected as part of the South African Team. 

MUSIC RESULTS
In September, Seo Hyun (Irene) An (Grade 9) participated 
in SASMT Online Eisteddfod and was awarded the Diamont 
Certificate (95%) for her interpretation of the Veracini’s 
Violin Concerto. She was invited to participate in the SASMT 
Young Performers Concert, held in November. Seo was 
awarded a Certificate of Achievement by KZN Youth Or-
chestra for her service and dedication to the ensemble.

Ruhi Mudely (Grade 9) was awarded a Silver Certificate for 
Baroque Grade 5 Violin at SASMT Online Eisteddfod, which 
took place in September.

Keren Curtis (Grade 8) passed her Trinity Grade 4 Piano 
examination with Distinction. 

Arya Mehta (Grade 10) achieved Gold Certificates for her 
Grade 6 Piano Impressionism and Grade 6 Piano 20/21 
Century. She also received Silver in the Grade 6 Piano 
Classical category. Arya passed her Grade 6 Trinity Piano 
Examinations with Distinction. 

OPEN WATER CHAMPIONSHIPS
Sarah McLaren (Grade 8) was selected for the SA Ju-
nior Swimming Team to compete in the XIV Cana African 
Swimming Championships in Accra Ghana last week. At 14, 
Sarah is the youngest member of the SA team. SA won Gold 
in the girls' U17 4 x 200m freestyle relay. Congratulations 
to the SA Team and Sarah. An incredible achievement for a 
Grade 8 swimmer. Sarah also earned a Bronze in the Girls' 
U17 200m individual medley and placed 5th in the 400m 
individual medley. Well done, Sarah! Watch her interview 
here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZurV7BevQ28

DEBATING & PUBLIC SPEAKING
Sarah Sparks (Grade 11) represented DGC in the Nation-
al Individual Debating & Public Speaking Championships 
(NIDPSC) hosted by St Stithians (online) in the September 
school holidays. She ranked 8th overall, qualifying for the 
South African team who will compete in the World Individ-
ual Debating & Public Speaking Championships (WIDPSC) 
in Lithuania next year. Participants from schools across the 
country competed and were adjudicated by a panel of judg-
es in four categories including Prepared Persuasive Speech, 
Debating, Impromptu Speech, and Prepared Reading. Sarah 
made it to the Grand Finals in two of the four categories. 
Congratulations Sarah, we are so proud of you! 

BADMINTON
Hadiyah Carrim (Grade 8) was selected for the South 
African U15 team that represented SA at the All Africa U15 
Championships in Benin from 22 August to 1 September 
2021. The South African team came home with a Bronze 
medal. Hadiyah won a bronze medal for girls’ doubles. 
She was chosen for the KZN U17 team that competed at the 
SA U17 Championships and Inter-Provincials held in Benoni 
from 3 October to 7 October 2021. The KZN team achieved 
a Gold medal and Hadiyah won all her girls’ doubles games 
for the team.

Hadiyah’s also achieved a Week Grading: No. 6 in SA. 
Her National Grading achievements are as follows:

• Girls Singles: No. 8 in SA
• Girls Doubles: No. 7 in SA
• Mixed Doubles: No. 6 in SA
• Overall National Grading: No. 7 in SA

Hadiyah was also included in the SA National U17 Squad. 
Congratulations on your phenomenal achievements,
Hadiyah – we are so proud of you! 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZurV7BevQ28
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Calendar
Monday 25 October 2021 – Sunday 07 November 2021
Monday 25  

Monday 01 

Tuesday 02

Wednesday 03

Thursday 04

Tuesday 26  

Wednesday 27

Thursday 28

Friday 29

Saturday 30

Sunday 31

Day 6
HS: Grade 12 IEB Finals: Centenary Hall  
HS: 08h00- 08h30: Assembly: Online
JP: 08h00: Care Circles: Junior Primary

Day 7
HS: Grade 12 IEB Finals: Centenary Hall  
JP & SP: 08h00: Grade 3 & Grade 6 English: Classrooms
16h00: DGC Board Meeting: Boardroom

Day 8
HS: Grade 12 IEB Finals: Centenary Hall 
SP: 08h00: Grade 6 Maths IBT: Classrooms

Day 9
HS: Grade 12 IEB Finals: Centenary Hall 
HS: Grade 10 & 11 Exams Start
JP: 08h00: Grade 3 Market Day: Field

Day 10
HS: Grade 12 IEB Finals: Centenary Hall  
HS: Grade 10 & 11 Exams
JP: 08h00-08h30: Assembly: Primary School Hall
SP: 09h30-10h00: Assembly: Lecture Theatre
HS: 10h00-10h30: Grade Period
JP & SP: 09h00-11h30: Hooked on Books

Day 1
PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Local Government Election Day

Day 2
HS: Grade 12 IEB Finals: Centenary Hall 
HS: Grade 10 & 11 Exams
16h00: DGC Buildings & Grounds Meeting: Boardroom

Day 3
HS: Grade 12 IEB Finals: Centenary Hall 
HS: Grade 10 & 11 Exams
JP: Grade 3 Maths IBT: JP Classrooms
JP: 11h00: Grade R (2022) Parents' and Girls' Orientation Morning: Primary School Hall
SP: 07h45: Grade 4 Conversation Circles: Peace Garden
SP: 17h30: Grade 4 (2022) Parents’ Information Evening: Primary School Hall

Day 4
Diwali
HS: Grade 12 IEB Finals: Centenary Hall  
HS: Grade 10 & 11 Exams

HS: 08h00-09h30: Grade 12 History Paper 1 Revision Workshop
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Calendar
Monday 25 October 2021 – Sunday 07 November 2021
Friday 05

Saturday 06

Sunday 07

Day 5
HS: Grade 12 IEB Finals: Centenary Hall  
HS: Grade 10 & 11 Exams
HS: Grade 8 & 9 Exam Start
JP: 08h00-08h30: Assembly: Primary School
JP: 09h00: Elf Explorer Show: Junior Primary
SP: 09h00-10h00: Assembly: Lecture Theatre
SP: 11h30: Grade 4 (2022) Girls' Orientation Morning: Grade 4 Classrooms

Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our 
deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure.

- Marianne Williamson
“
“




