
It feels surreal that this Chatter article marks the end of my 
journey at College. 

During my stay, I have had to navigate and manoeuvre the 
Galleon through stormy and uncharted waters that I could 
never have predicted. Who knew that shortly after I arrived, 
a pandemic would emerge! 

Although the challenges have been real, I am acutely aware 
that this season, albeit short, has had an enormous impact 
on my life. As with any new place, the best part has been 
meeting new people and forming relationships. There are 
many people who have touched my life profoundly, and for 
whom I will always be grateful. 

The girls have been a constant reminder of why I chose this 
noble profession. They have enriched my life and filled my 
cup on a daily basis. Thank you for entrusting us with your 
most prized possessions. It has been a joy to engage with 
them. They are a real credit to you, their parents, and I will 
miss them tremendously! 

There are some incredible teachers in the Senior Primary, 
and I feel privileged to have walked alongside them for the 
past few years. Leading a school is not for the faint-hearted, 
but these ladies have kept me afloat. I have fond memories 

of many inspiring and rigorous academic debates, which 
have grown me as an educator. The enormous strides our 
school has made in areas like the Thinking School Pro-
gramme, ICT and Project-Based-Learning are evidence of 
the calibre of its teachers. 

The EXCO team has formed part of my ‘square squad’ (a 
Brené Brown term for those people who are in your corner, 
and whose opinions matter to you). These honourable la-
dies epitomise humility and have not only encouraged and 
supported me, but have taught me invaluable lessons about 
leadership, teamwork and trust. I wish them continued 
strength as they lead College into the future. 

As my time concludes, and the baton is handed over, I feel 
certain that the new Primary School structure is the right 
decision for DGC. I have no doubt that we will be hearing 
of many innovative success stories from Carol-Anne and 
her happy team. I wish them every blessing as they enter 
this new and exciting season!  

Farewell and God bless, College. 

Wendy Laatz
Head of Senior Primary
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Grade 1s always love the last week of school when 
they get to do their Show and Tell.

Our Grade 00 girls thoroughly enjoyed 
their Wild Life Adventure Day with their 
teacher. Some very interesting animals 

were spotted around the school.

Our Grade 1, 2 and 3 girls
loved being entertained by the KZNPO. 
What an incredible experience they all 

had! Thank you to Mrs Hadjiev for
arranging this performance

for our girls.
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Our SP girls had such fun at 
their Inter-House Athletics Day 

on Tuesday, 14 September 
2021. Well done to all our girls 

for participating. 
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Each SP girl got the opportunity to tie 
a ribbon on the DGC COVID Heart. 

This is in memory of
someone or something lost to them 

as a result of COVID. It is also a colour-
ful reminder of a renewed appreciation 

for that which means a lot to us. The 
COVID Memory Heart forms part of our 

Mandela Day support for 2021. Grade 7 girls spent the 
day testing acids and 
bases as part of their 

Natural Science lesson.
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Our Grade 9s returning from 
their uHambo excursion. 

We held our High School Open Evening on Tuesday night and we were happy to meet 
wonderful prospective families. A special thank you to everyone who was involved, we 

are so proud of all our girls who were tour guides and ushers. 
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Our Grade 8s and 10s participated in their Inter-House 
Athletics this week; a fun event to end off the term. 
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From Our Chaplain

My name is Zinhle Cebekhulu, or as the girls call me ‘Coach Zee’. I have been 
into sports all my life as I grew up in a sport-loving family. I played mostly net-
ball, from Grade 3 to date. I have represented my primary school, high school, 
University (Durban University of Technology), region (eThekwini), province (KZN) 
and made it to the last 30 of the U21 South African Team and all of this in the 
name of netball.

I studied a National Diploma Sport Management through Durban University of 
Technology. The reason I studied sports was to show people that you can earn 
while doing the thing you love most, and also to educate and encourage our 
young sports stars about doing the right things to keep fit and healthy with an 
active mind.

My goal in this field is to focus on raising sport skills development, the transfer 
of knowledge and experience gained, as well as the holistic development of the 
player, child and athlete. 

I am very thankful for the chance and self-upgrade that Durban Girls College has 
given to me. 2021 has never been so great!

Meet Our Staff
Zinhle Cebekhulu – Sports Intern

“‘For I know what I have planned for you,’ says the Lord... I have 
plans to give you a future filled with hope.” Jeremiah 29:11

Michelle Edgcumbe

In JP and SP RE classes lately, we have noticed a particular theme 
coming up again and again. This theme is trust as a response to 
God's words. It's been easy for us to think badly of those we read 
about in the bible who did not trust God despite having seen so much 
evidence of his faithfulness. We sit in our comfortable classroom and 
sigh with exasperation as we read about generations of people who 
chose to scoff at God's promises. As I lead the girls through the epic 
bible story, I hear myself telling them of a better response to God. 
And as we hear of various characters who did trust Him, we always 
assume that we are much more like them! Yet, it has occurred to me 
so many times this term that I am prone to respond more like those 
who lacked trust that God knows best. I'm not proud of that – but it 
does give me pause. As I reflect on the terms behind and ahead, on 
the state of the world and the state of my own heart, I must choose 
to remember what I do know about God's track record. In the sea of 
uncertainties that lies around us, His promises are anchors and solid 
foundations. When I cling onto those, it's like a calm space in the 
turmoil. God is the same as He always was. His faithfulness knows 
no end. I need to let my anxious thoughts drive me back to His word 
which reassures me that His control is sure and his promises are real. I 
can trust Him. So can you. My prayer is that over the next few weeks, 
we can all enjoy some measure of rest. But, also, that we will choose 
to recalibrate our hearts towards trusting the One who can give us 
the kind of hope and future that lasts beyond time.



A SMALL WONDER: COLLEGE HOUSE RECIPE BOOK
We would love to share some exciting news!

College House has a ‘spring’ in her step. We have just gone live with the selling of our very special COLLEGE HOUSE recipe 
book, ‘A Small Wonder’. 

It is a tribute to honour our very special Les Small and College House and everyone is welcome to order a copy. 

This recipe book has gone live for pre-orders and the expected delivery date is the first week of October.

All the proceeds will be going towards renovating the bathrooms at College House, benefitting all the girls and visitors to our 
beautiful boarding establishment. 

This book will make a great Christmas, Secret Santa or birthday gift and is a must-have for every household. The recipes are 
easy to make and incredibly delicious!
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Click here to pre-order your copy and share the word!

https://qkt.io/kNp8Lz


TENNIS
Eleanor Alsen (Grade 10) and Hunter Hepburn (Grade 10) 
played U16 Tennis at St Mary's. Stella Oglesby (Grade 12) 
and Dana Meehan (Grade 9) played Open. 
Both teams came 3rd in their respective tournaments. 

BADMINTON
Hadiyah Carrim (Grade 8) attended the trials for the South 
African team during late July, held in Benoni, Johannes-
burg. She was then selected to represent South Africa at 
the All Africa Championships held in Benin, Nigeria. 
 
During the 10 days that she was at the tournament, in 
August, Hadiyah achieved the following:
- Bronze medal for the Team events as South Africa placed     
  3rd overall
- Bronze medal for Girls Doubles as Hadiyah placed
  3rd overall
- Qualified for the quarter finals for Mixed-Doubles 
 
During the time she attended the tournament, she was 
coached by 2x Badminton Olympian Chris Dednam. She 
was also accompanied by DGC’s own Badminton Coach, 
Tamsyn Audibert. Tamsyn was selected as an additional 
coach for the South African team. 
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A life-long blessing for
children is to fill them with 

warm memories of times 
together. Happy memories 

become treasures in the heart 
to pull out on the tough 

days of adulthood.
- Charlotte Sophia Kasl

“

“
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Calendar Happy Holidays!
Monday 4 October 2021 – Sunday 17 October 2021
Monday 04  

Monday 11 

Tuesday 12

Wednesday 13

Thursday 14

Friday 15

Tuesday 05  

Wednesday 06

Thursday 07

Friday 08

Saturday 09

Saturday 16

Sunday 10

Sunday 17

Day 1
Term 4 Begins
WS: 08h00: Assembly: Online

Day 2
Teachers’ Day
PS: 08h00: Eye Testing: Miller Grove
PA & ALUMNI: 09h00-11h00: Staff Appreciation Tea: DGC Field

Day 3
PS: 08h00: Eye Testing: Miller Grove
PA: 17h30-19h00: Meeting: Online

Day 4
PS: 08h00: Eye Testing: Miller Grove
PS: 14h00: Staff Meet & Greet: TBC

Day 5
SP: 08h00: MATCH Marking: Miller Grove
JP: 08h00-08h30: Assembly: Primary School Hall
SP: 09h30-10h00: Assembly: Lecture Theatre
HS: 10h30-21h00: U16 Water Polo Tournament: DGC
HS: 18h00: Grade 11 Dance: Centenary Hall

Day 6
HS: 08h00: Assembly: Online
JP: 08h00: Care Circles: Junior Primary

Day 7
PA: 07h00-09h00: Secondhand Uniform Pop-Up Shop Sale: Trust House Parking 

Day 8
JP: 10h00: Mentor Appreciation Tea: Field
SP: 11h00: Grade 7 Photographs: SP
HS: French Dalf Examinations: Alliance Française

Day 9
HS: 10h00: Grade 10 Physical Science Quiz: Online
HS: 12h30: Thanksgiving Service & Founders’ Day: Centenary Hall

Day 10
JP: 08h00-08h30: Assembly: Primary School Hall
SP: 09h30-10h00: Assembly: Lecture Theatre
HS: 09h15: Grade 12 Final Assembly: Centenary Hall
HS: Grade 12 Leavers’ Dinner

 SP: 08h00-13h00: MATCH Marking: Miller Grove
 HS: 07h00-20h30: U16 Water Polo Tournament: DGC

HS: 14h30-16h30: Mums & Daughters’ Tea 

 HS: 07h00-12h00: U16 Water Polo Tournament: DGC
 HS: Clickify Early Bird Cut-Off


