
Every year, leaders picking up from where the previous 
Head Girls left off can find it difficult. However, amidst a 
pandemic, this proved to be even more of a challenge. 
Continuing from 2020, 2021 has been no ordinary year. 
Over the last 18 months, we have come to realise how 
many of our “normal” activities we took for granted. 
While Matric is supposed to be an exciting year filled with 
many “lasts”, we have unfortunately missed out on many 
of these events. However, it has only made the highlights 
of this year mean so much more to us. Because to appre-
ciate the sun, you have to know what rain is first.  

Our annual excursion was made possible by our wonder-
ful Grade Head, Mrs Richardson, and a few very special 
hidden faces as well. Amidst all the annulments of this 
year, our two-day Grade Tour to ATKV was a pinch of 
freedom that we all desperately needed amongst the rain. 
During our Matric Picnic, in which gifts and motivation 
were exchanged, many laughs were shared in between 
tea and biscuits, and we got the opportunity to appreciate 
the strength and spirit of our grade. As leaders, our year’s 
highlights stretch as far back as marking a few hilarious 
answers on our annual College Affairs Test and waiting 
in anticipation as we announced our theme for 2021 as 

“Connect”. We have loved being a part of writing the 
new DGC Student Pledge that will leave our mark at DGC. 
However, most importantly, we have valued the bonds and 
friendships formed amongst the girls and staff and it is 
with their support that we have made it this far.

While this year has been a rollercoaster, there is still so 
much to look forward to. On the horizon is our much 
anticipated Matric Dance. We can’t wait to have a special 
evening with our grade, one last time, where we can 
escape normality and let our hair down! In addition to 
this, we look forward to watching our Matric Video at our 
Final Assembly where all the memories and personalities 
of the Class of 2021 will be shared and will be a future 
source of laughter long after we leave DGC.

Overall, 2021 has been a year of character, grit and 
growth, but it has shaped our Matrics into the future lead-
ers that our country and our world need. After all, it takes 
both rain and sunshine to make a rainbow.

Saabira Amod (Head Girl)
Keara Dunford (Deputy-Head: Administration)
Olivia Sharratt (Deputy-Head: Conduct)

College Chatter
From the Helm

College Moment

A special thank you to 
our 2021 Head Girls, 

Keara, Saabira &
Olivia. We are inspired 
by how you lead with 

humble confidence and 
admire the love you 
have for College! 
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Dear Durban Girls’ College Community

The Durban Girls’ College Board of Governors together, with our specialist recruitment agency, CN&Co, embarked on a
six-month comprehensive national and international search for our new Executive Head. We are honoured to have received 
82 applications from a high calibre of diverse and dynamic South African educational leaders. 

It is our great pleasure and privilege to introduce you to Mrs Heidi Rea our new Executive Head of Durban Girls’ College 
with effect from 1 January 2022.

Mrs Heidi Rea is currently the Head of Uplands College. Her 28 years of educational experience include HOD of
Mathematics, Boarding Mistress and co-curricular Deputy Head. As Head of Uplands College, she has been engaged in
designing and driving the school’s strategic plan for 2028, whilst managing a school through an educational landscape that
is forever changing. Mrs Heidi Rea qualified from the University of the Witwatersrand with a BSc Mathematics Major and
continued to broaden her scope by completing her Honours Degree in Psychology. 

Heidi is married to Greg, and is the mother of four children – three of whom have completed their schooling. Her youngest 
son, who is currently in Grade 6, is excited to be moving to KwaZulu-Natal. Heidi is a keen mountain biker who enjoys
reading a vast range of novels. Her passions are the bush and the ocean.

At the beginning of the recruitment process, the Board of Governors clearly set out the characteristics and skills we were look-
ing for in an Executive Head – a visionary and a strategist, a transformative leader who is empathetic, courageous, innovative, 
authentic and passionate about education. An energetic, high- performance leader with the experience and expertise in 
primary and high school education, boarding, academic, cultural and sporting excellence. A leader with the cognitive ability 
to deal with the challenges, opportunities and benefits of managing both history, diversity and innovation. A leader with the 
skills and acumen to be a chief executive but the heart and values that are the ethos of our school – commitment, confidence, 
courage, empathy and integrity.

It is an honour to introduce you to our chosen leader, who does not compromise on any of the above skills and characteristics, 
who is courageously taking on the role of leading our community and building our integrated strategy. Heidi, the Board of 
Governors warmly welcomes you and your family to the Durban Girls’ College Community. 

It is the greatest task that faces a Board and its Chairman to select a chief executive. The role of Executive Head is one that is 
more complex than any other due to the multiple stakeholders being led and the challenging expectations of each, in a world 
that has entered a period of accelerated change. I would like to thank our entire Board of Governors and our election
committee including our Vice-Chair, Governor of Education, Chair of Finance and Chair of our PA, for their expertise and 
support through our process.

Please join the Board of Governors in celebrating the appointment of our new Executive Head, Heidi Rea, marking a new 
chapter for Durban Girls’ College in our 145th year as we continue to embrace positive change through a pioneering and 
entrepreneurial spirit that is the legacy of the DGC Founders. 

Karen Jones
Chairman
Board of Governors

10
Sept
2021

Meet Our New Executive Head
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Born the daughter of a diplomat, I began my education in America, 
continued it in England and completed it in South Africa. Over my 
primary school years, I attended a variety of schools and thus had the 
benefit of experiencing many different education systems. Qualifying 
from Wits University with a BSc Mathematics Major, teaching found 
me. In the beginning, I taught Mathematics and General Science at a 
primary school. In January 2000, I moved into high school education,
continuing with Mathematics, but broadened my scope by completing 
my Honours Degree in Psychology. That way, I felt I would understand 
the way children can learn better – a necessary soft skill.   

In my 28 years of educational experience, I have worn many
leadership caps including academic as HOD Mathematics, Boarding
Mistress and co-curricular Deputy Head. All of which I believe will 
inform this new adventure.  

As Head of Uplands College, over the past years, I have been
engaged in designing and driving the school’s strategic plan, an 
always exciting process. Equally so, managing a school through the 
pandemic has necessitated an adaptability and resilience that none
of us saw coming. The educational landscape has changed, and I 
believe we have learnt rich lessons and should never go back
completely to the way we have educated before. 

Additionally, the richness in our country’s diversity, which I believe to 
be unparalleled anywhere else in the world, provides us with the rich, 
unique, learning experiences afforded to very few other countries in 
the world. As a result, I see and appreciate every individual and his
or her unique contribution to our community.  

Married to my husband Greg, I am a mother to four children; my eldest son is qualified as an Electrical Engineer and is 
currently pursuing his Masters in robotics. My middle son has qualified as a Chemical Engineer and is pursuing his Masters 
in Mechanical Engineering, and my daughter is currently enrolled in 5th year medicine at Stellenbosch University. I am very 
proud of them as products of excellent South African schooling. My youngest son is currently in Grade 6 and is excited 
about the move to KwaZulu-Natal – particularly for the sport, not necessarily the classroom!

Outside of work, I am a keen mountain biker (some would say competitive) and find that getting on my bike clears my head 
and puts things into perspective. I also love to read and my taste in novels varies from academic to fiction, just for fun. My 
two passions are the bush and the ocean and as I leave one behind, I am thrilled to be moving nearer to the other. 
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Welcoming Heidi Rea
Heidi Rea

"Our new Executive Head, Heidi Rea is a woman with drive, passion 
and a keen hunger and interest to take our school and education to an 
exciting new level. Heidi is warm and welcoming, and someone I can 
see engaging well with all stakeholders, from young pupils to parents 
and staff – from all ages, backgrounds and walks of life. Heidi has a 
wealth of experience and skills linked to the requirements laid out in 
her job profile, yet remains excited to continually learn, adapt, strate-
gise and implement exciting new things that will lay the foundation for 
future leaders at DGC. Heidi is confident, bold and doesn’t shy away 
from difficult conversations or challenging tasks, in fact, she has
demonstrated through her career an ability to identify them early
and mobilise individuals and teams to find solutions and implement 
structures that drive forward growth of the institution she has led.
I look forward to welcoming Heidi into the DGC family, and watching 
her grow our school into a school of the future." – Caley Rosenberg

"Our new Executive Head, Heidi Rea, brings – 
among many special attributes – experience in 
leadership and believes internally in the value 
of experience. She has taken time to develop 
herself to lead and is ready to immerse herself 
in the Durban Girls’ College family and drive 
the vision of the school. Her experience in 
driving performance assessment and supporting 
staff development is a highlight. We look
forward to having her drive the transformation 
and diversification vision of DGC and then 
growing our own timber to lead us into the 
future that awaits our children and the next 
generations." – Nombulelo Magula
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What a wonderful 2021 Junior Primary Olympic Sports Day 
was had by all! Our girls were so excited as they waved their 

flags representing their country. 

Sports Day started with a 
procession by the athletes and 

the South African National 
Anthem. 
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Thank you to the Grade 3 House
Captains for the admirable leadership 
and for decorating their team in the 
colours of the flag so beautifully. We 

are so proud of you!

Thank you to coach Wilma 
for such a special morning 
of athletics. The girls ran so 
well and participated fully 

in all their races. 
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Beautiful and 
colourful bird cages 

made by our creative 
Grade 4 & 5 Art 

Group.

Lovely and colourful art works, produced by our 
creative Grade 4 & 5 Art Club group.

SP girls donated food to the SPCA on 
Civvies Day. Our Grade 7s were so 
excited to donate their contributions.

Sienna Setzkorn (Grade 7) competed at the 
final SANESA Core Qualifier on 28 & 29 
August and placed as follows:
- 90cm Open Equitation – 1st 
- 90cm Open Working Hunter – 1st 
- Novice Working Riding – 1st 
- Novice Performance Riding – 1st 

Grade 4 girls braving 
the cold to celebrate the 

start of spring!

She has also been selected to represent 
KZN at SANESA nationals in Gauteng in 
October. Well done, Sienna!
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Well done to Bailey Bartlett for 
being elected as SP Hockey 
Captain and Shreya Subra-

money for being elected as SP 
Hockey Vice-Captain.

The SP SRC for Semester 2 are:
Back Row: Darsha Munasur, Shreya Subramoney & Divya Ramklass
Middle Row: Jessica Buxton-Forman, Ella Edley & Holly Cadman
Front Row: Olivia Price & Charlotte Böhmke

Grade 4s, Rosemary
McCormick and Isabella 

Maré made lovely, colourful 
and chewable toys from
recycled material for the 

SPCA. Well done,
girls.

The Grade 4 & 5 Art club busy painting using their fingers and toes!



Page 8
Senior Primary

10
Sept
2021

The following girls were amongst 12 359 participants in a countrywide computer talent search, in various categories. They achieved above 
93% and were each awarded a gold certificate. Well done, girls. We are very proud of you! 

Grade 4: Nicola Jiran Grade 7s
Back Row: Bailey Bartlett & Tharanya Dhaver
Front Row: Gemma Ropertz, Mishara Naidoo, Shreya Subramoney & Liyana Essack

Grade 6s
Back Row: Arwen Castle & Juliette Lockyear
Front Row: Gabriela Rimmon, Paige Botha & Lydia Pearson
Absent: Kyra Jacobs

Mia McKenna (Grade 6), Olivia Cairns (Grade 5) and Jessica 
Buxton-Forman (Grade 6) participated in auditions in KZN and 
qualified amongst the top 3000 of the 15000 provincial entries for 
dance. They will participate in the National South African Champi-
onships to be held in October. This is where they will compete for 
a gold medal and the opportunity to represent South Africa at the 
world championships in California in July 2022. Well done girls 
and we wish you all the best! 

Grade 6s, Kaisara Pillay, Nhlalwenhle Sibeko, Vidya Gangaram and 
Milla Ramkissoon (absent), participated in the first online Primary 
School League Debate. The girls worked hard to prepare a thorough 
argument in favour of the many benefits of social media. They won the 
debate and Vidya Gangaram was awarded best speaker. Well done, 
girls. We are proud of you! 

Grade 5s
Back Row: Hannah Joosab, Nonjabulo Khumalo, Anamika Rajcoomar 
& Emily Nienaber
Front Row: Hannah Essack & Abelo Maziya
Absent: Hannah Moosa
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Open Circles sessions are allocated to 
encourage a safe space for sharing and 
learning. Last week, our Grade 10s par-

ticipated in their session and were able to 
share their viewpoints with one another. 

Our Grade 11 girls had a “Field Trip” in the Miller Grove Building where their animal 
diversity theory came to life. Thank you to the Life Sciences teachers for arranging this 

exciting morning and enhancing the girls’ practical experience.
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The Alumni Association held their annual Matric Luncheon 
which was enjoyed by our Grade 12s. A wonderful afternoon 

of guest speakers, movement and friendship. 
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“We are many parts of one body, and we all belong to each other.” 
Romans 12:5

Christian Fellowship
Grace Maitin-Casalis – Head of Christian Fellowship 2021

I entered 2021 anticipating a new start after an unprecedented year in 
2020. I, along with my Vice-Head, Ashley Ridgway, had many exciting 
plans and new ideas to bring to the Christian Fellowship Portfolio at DGC. 
Unfortunately, this year turned out to be a close equal to last year in 
terms of the COVID-19 pandemic which restricted us from accomplishing 
most of our plans. Despite the disappointment, we could still host weekly 
SCA meetings, completing many different series, and even try new things 
such as a first ever online SCA meeting. What stood out to me was that 
even in these isolating and socially distanced times, the fellowship and 
sisterhood still remained and even grew. To see girls coming together 
at school from different grades and different churches, getting to know 
each other and grow friendships, even if they were just small ones, with 
the common root of Christ, was so encouraging. I know that I have made 
many godly friendships during this year, mainly with the girls in my 
committee, but also in SCA. These girls have helped motivate me in my 
faith and relationship with the Lord and I would hope that they have been 
impacted by the community and fellowship as well. The moments in SCA 
when we laughed, shared with and motivated each other, building one 
another in our faith, and then laughed again, really showed that despite 
not getting to do what we had planned, all we had wanted for Christian 
Fellowship was actually there. That we are a part of one body, with faith 
in one God, and to come together with that common foundation and 
support, to grow and love one another – that is what Christian Fellowship 
is about, and that is all I could ever have hoped for.

Of all the decisions I’ve made, I always refer to teaching as the greatest decision 
of all. I am a believer that the present prepares us for the future. My teaching 
career was inspired by two influential characters in my life – a mother and a 
teacher. I have kept these characters with me, everywhere I go, which has given 
me hope whenever I’ve lost it.

In Physics, we learn that the system can’t change while we watch. I am a teacher 
who believes that change – or transformation, rather – is dependent only on my 
individual effort. As a former gardener, I believe that the change we long for is 
within us and that the future relies on us as teachers for a better tomorrow. Well, 
if I decide to just watch for some reason, the system cannot change.

My experience at DGC has made me realise the importance of diversity and 
especially in a country like South Africa. It is the same experience that made me 
so adventurous and curious about roads less travelled. As a result, I am current-
ly doing things I never thought I would do in all my days, such as hiking – and 
many other activities! 

Teaching is a lifetime career that I will always view with respect. 

Meet Our Staff
Thabani Dlamini – Music Intern and Administrator



THE DGC UNIFORM SHOP
As we are fast approaching the end of the year, we would like to remind parents that they are able to utilise our convenient 
DGC Uniform Shop online booking platform: dgc.unirite.co.za in order to secure an appointment slot for uniform fittings and 
purchases. As an added convenience, limited Saturday appointment slots are available. Book your appointment now. 

HOW TO ORDER YOUR DGC GROUP PHOTOS
How to Order Your Photos Online:

1. Go to: www.head-hunters.co.za. 

2. Click on the 'Place Order' option on the main menu.

3. You will be directed to a log in screen where you will enter the username and password emailed to you. 

4. You will be directed to the ordering page where you need to click the ‘Groups' option. 

5. Make your selection under each section. 

6. Select the images you want to buy by clicking on 'Add to Cart'.

7. When you have all the desired images, click on 'View Shopping Cart'.

8. Add quantities.

9. Select whether you want to have your images delivered to the school or via courier.

10. Click on 'Proceed to Checkout'.

11. Fill in the checkout details.

12. Follow the payment options.

NB: The Gallery will close on 20 September 2021.
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WATER POLO
The following girls have been invited to attend the National 
U17 Water Polo Camp at Roedean in September. They are 
selecting girls for the U17 EU Nations 2021.
 
Alexia Geils
Elizabeth Modola
Ilse Southey 
Esihle Zondo
 
The following girls have been selected for U20 Nationals
Ladies champs to be held on 10-12 September in Stellenbosch. 
This is for selecting the team to go to the FINA Junior World 
Championships 2021.
 
Kelly Forde
Esihle Zondo

HORSE RIDING 
Aryka Naidoo (Grade 8) came 1st in equitation and 1st in both 
her jumping classes. Aryka will be representing DGC & KZN at 
the SANESA Nationals in Gauteng in October. 

Isobella Baitz (Grade 8) came 1st for 80cm Speed & Preci-
sion jumping and 2nd for 80cm Working Hunter. Isobella will 
represent DGC & KZN at the South African National Eques-
trian Schools Association (SANESA) National Competition in 
Gauteng in October.

Sienna Setzkorn (Grade 7) competed at the final SANESA 
Core Qualifier this past weekend and placed as follows:
 • 90cm Open Equitation – 1st
 • 90cm Open Working Hunter – 1st
 • Novice Working Riding – 1st
 • Novice Performance Riding – 1st

Sienna has also been selected to represent KZN at SANESA 
Nationals in Gauteng in October. 

Victoria Scott (Grade 4) has been selected for the KZN 
Equestrian Team for Dressage, Equitation and Show Jumping. 
She will represent KZN at the SA Nationals in Johannesburg in 
October.
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There is no chance, no destiny, no fate, that can hinder 
or control the firm resolve of a determined soul.

- Ella Wheeler Wilcox
“

“
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Calendar
Monday 13 September 2021 – Sunday 19 September 2021
Monday 13  

Tuesday 14  

Wednesday 15

Thursday 16

Friday 17

Saturday 18

Sunday 19

Day 6
HS: Grade 11: Camp: TO Strand 
SP: U13 Hockey vs Umhlali
JP: 08h00: Care Circles: JP Area
HS: 08h00: Assembly: Online
SP: 08h30-12h30: IEB MATCH Assessments: SP Classrooms
HS: Grade 12 IEB LO CAT Part B
JP: 13h30-14h00: Grade 3 Hockey Match against Umhlali (Selected Group)
JP: 12h45-13h45: Grade 2 Inter-House Hockey: DGC Astro
SP: No extramural activities except for sport fixtures and private music lessons

Day 7
HS: Grade 11: Camp: TO Strand 
JP: Hooked on Books
JP: 08h30-09h15: Wiggle & Woggly 
HS: Grade 12 Life Science PAT
SP: 08h30-10h00: Grade 4 & 5 Inter-House Athletics Day
SP: 11h30-13h00: Grade 6 & 7 Inter-House Athletics Day
JP: 12h45-13h45: Grade 3 Inter-House Hockey: DGC Astro
HS: 17h00-19h30: Open Evening
DGC Board Meeting: Boardroom
SP: No extramural activities except for sport fixtures and private music lessons

Day 8
HS: Grade 11: Camp: TO Strand 
SP: 07h30-08h00: Matric Mentor Farewell: SP Classrooms
JP: 08h00: Grade 2 Music Module: Livestream
HS: 08h00-16h00: Portfolio Heads Announced to Grade 11
SP: 08h00-09h00: Grade 4 Science Show: Lecture Theatre
SP: 10h00-12h00: KZNPO: Peace Garden
HS: 10h30-12h00: Grade 8 & 10 Athletics: Field
SP: 13h00: Inter-House Hockey & Parents vs Daughters: DGC
SP: No extramural activities except for sport fixtures and private music lessons
YOM KIPPUR

Day 9
HS: Grade 11: Camp: TO Strand 
JP: 08h00: Grade 3 Music Module: Livestream
JP: 10h00-12h00: KZNPO
JP: 12h45-13h45: Grade 1 Inter-House Hockey: DGC Astro
HS: 09h00-14h00: Blood Drive: Miller Grove
HS: Water Polo 1st Team Tournament: St Anne’s
SP: 14h30-16h00: Beyond Maths Competition: SP Classrooms
SP: No extramural activities except for sport fixtures and private music lessons
YOM KIPPUR

Day 10
WS: BREAK-UP DAY (normal Friday times)
WS: Heritage Day Dress
JP & SP: Heritage Day Celebration (girls to dress in clothing depicting an aspect of
 their heritage)
HS: 1st Team Water Polo Tournament: St Anne’s
SP: No extramural activities except for sport fixtures and private music lessons

HS: 1st Team Water Polo Tournament: St Anne’s 
HS: 08h00-17h00: girl.talk@dgc Summit: Lecture Theatre

HS: 1st Team Water Polo Tournament: St Anne’s 


