
Today, I want to touch on the subject of hope. At a time when 
we have hoped for the best but prepared for the worst, it is 
so important to try to focus on what is good. Our expecta-
tion that our lives should be orderly has been sorely chal-
lenged and, after more than a year of COVID-19 and now 
the recent unrest, it would be easy to succumb to negative 
emotions.

So, what is hope? An Italian proverb declares that, ‘Hope is 
the last thing that is ever lost’. 

Hope is what we hold onto when our courage fails. Hope 
features prominently in many faiths; Mother Teresa remind-
ed us that we can be hope for others and bring hope into 
situations. The outward focus of this interpretation of hope 
appeals to me. Whilst hope can be dismissed as mere wish-
ful thinking, in Biblical terms, hope is based on the promises 
of Christ, and it points to a future.

I encourage us to look forward, not only to this term, but to 
the weeks ahead and, indeed, to next year with a sense of 
hope. We need to draw on this sense of hope to encourage 
us to keep working as individuals and communities, striving 
to be and do our best – even when times are tough and our 
courage falters.

Just as every day brings new opportunities, so every term 
offers the same hope. My hope for this term is that we will 

be able to engage with most activities once more; that our 
girls will be able to participate in sport, culture, and music 
and experience the exhilarating feeling of success that comes 
from learning new skills and putting them into practice. I 
hope that they will be able to learn from their experiences 
that failure holds out the hope of future success. 

Many children’s books include stories about hope. Some of 
the more recent titles for younger children include ‘Malala, 
a Brave Girl from Pakistan’ by Jeanette Winter, and ‘Life 
Doesn’t Frighten Me’, a poem by Maya Angelou. We can 
all learn from the experiences of others and be inspired to 
emulate their courage in the face of adversity. We can all be 
an inspiration to others by the way we respond to challeng-
ing circumstances.

Teenagers have been particularly hard hit emotionally by 
the events of the past year and, given their stage of devel-
opment, tend to feel hopeless quickly. They need our support 
and encouragement and, more than ever, they need to see 
us displaying hope ourselves. Desmond Tutu said “Hope is 
being able to see that there is light, despite all of the dark-
ness”. 

May we be beacons of hope for those around us.  

Marianne Bailey
Executive Head

College Chatter
From the Helm
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We cannot wait to 
welcome our girls 
back to campus

for Term 3. 
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This week, our girls have
worked through the work packs

prepared by their teachers, meeting
each day online for their lessons. Thank 

you to the parents for collecting the
packs and for helping the girls

complete their work.

We look forward to welcoming our girls 
back to school on Monday. 

Our Junior Primary looks 
beautiful. Everything is clean 
and tidy and ready for your 

return on Monday. 
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We enjoyed seeing our girls in green at our first assembly of the 
term. Mrs Conradie welcomed the teachers and girls back to 

school and reminded them that they are loved and valued and 
together make a beautiful Durban Girls' College Community.
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Our SP girls have started Term 
3 with online school from home; 

they are working so hard!
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I am Pontsho Hlalele. A confident, enthusiastic, disciplined, and self-motivated 
young lady who is committed to excellence and success. I believe that working with 
children is more than just a job. It's a true vocation. Many people work to live, but 
the rewarding nature means that teachers get job satisfaction unmatched by most 
professions. I decided that I wanted to become a teacher because I want to be a 
vessel in a child's life. My aim is to develop a new generation of independent think-
ers who question their own ideas and the ideas of others in an appropriate way. 
Being the patient and goal-oriented person that I am, I believe that I can – and 
will – master the profession of teaching. I am a gentle, humble and a soft person. 
Becoming a Foundation Phase teacher is one of the best decisions that I have ever 
made. During my spare time, I enjoy painting & drawing, cooking, reading, and 
giving back to the community (outreach activities). A few of the many things that 
warm my heart and gets me excited for work is knowing that I inspire and motivate 
my learners, and that I am a role model to them – not only inside the classroom, 
but outside of the classroom as well. My hope is to leave a positive influence in ev-
ery learner’s life; to empower, encourage and support them so that they may grow 
into innovators who will change the world. I embarked on my exciting journey 
at Durban Girls’ College in January 2021, in the Junior Primary. My time at the 
school has been absolutely wonderful. Everyone is friendly and very welcoming.

The heavens tell about the glory of God. The skies show 
that His hands created them. Psalm 19:1

One of my favourite children’s books is called 'Don't Forget to 
Remember' by Ellie Holcomb. I love this title because I often 
forget to remember things! Do you? This book reminds me of 
some things that are very important to keep in my head and in 
my heart. It's all about how creation speaks to us about what 
God is like and what He has done. We are so lucky! We have 
been given a world FULL of clues leading to the great treasure 
of God's faithful love for us. At the beginning of a busy term, 
and after a time of worry and loss, which for some is ongoing, 
isn't it comforting to remember that God is not absent? Not 
only that, He is also as strong and in control as He always has 
been. This is one of my favourite bits in the book:

On glad days and sad days, God's near and He knows,
He can use any storm to make good things grow.

Our God is strong enough to even make good things grow 
from stormy times. That is such a good thing to tuck away in 
our hearts, isn't it? When we don't understand everything that 
happens, it's a good idea to concentrate on the things we DO 
know. So look out of your window, friends, and let creation 
speak to you. And "even on days when you forget what is true, 
don't forget to remember God won't forget you."
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Meet our Staff

From Our Chaplain

Pontsho Hlalele – Junior Primary Intern

Michelle Edgcumbe
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MySchool
How to Get a MySchool MyVillage MyPlanet Card:

How does MySchool MyVillage MyPlanet work? 
 
 1. Join the community to get a virtual or physical card (below).
 2. Select the school or cause you want to raise funds for. 
 3. Shop at partner stores and swipe your card. Partners give back a percentage of what you spend via MySchool
     – at no cost to you! 

Find your local partners: Start shopping to make a difference! 
Find all the local and online stores that accept your MySchool MyVillage MyPlanet card here:
https://www.myschool.co.za/partners/partner-search/ 



SOUTH AFRICAN NATIONAL GEOGRAPHY OLYMPIAD 

Congratulations to the following girls for their outstanding 
achievements in the South African National Geography
Olympiad:
 

DE BEERS ENGLISH OLYMPIAD 

Well done to all our girls (Grades 9 to 12) who participated in 
this year’s De Beers English Olympiad.

We entered 48 candidates into this year’s competition, and 
have two of our students featuring in the Top 50 and two in
the Top 100.

Top 50:
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   • Nomcebo Ngcobo (Grade 11)
           Gold certificate (Top 5%).
 

   

   • Mila Rezac (Grade 12)
        Gold certificate (Top 5%).
 

   

   
   • Caitlin Sandler (Grade 10)

 

   

   

   •  Nicole Baker (Grade 12)
             Bronze certificate (Top 15%)
         for the Royal Geographic Society
       Arctic Module.
 

    • 41st Sonali Mahabeer
        (Grade 10) Gold 
 

   

    • 43rd Zoë Pearson
            (Grade 10) Gold 

Top 100:
    
    • 66th Tazkia Abram
       (Grade 11) Gold
    

  

    • 83rd Zora Merkofer
       (Grade 11) Gold

Bronze certificate (Top 15%).
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English Certificates:
 

 • Nicole Glendining
    (Grade 10) - Gold

13 silver medals and 17 bronze medals were achieved.

Congratulations on your exceptional results, girls!
We are so proud of you.

MUSIC RESULTS

Well done to the following girls who excelled in the
second annual Music Festival, The Piano Project 2021,
over the holidays:

JP:

   
   Seneme Chiluvane
   (Grade 3) A+++

   

   

   Anya Ramkissoon
   (Grade 3) A++

   

   
   Amelia Hall
   (Grade 2) A+

SP:

   
   Gabriela Rimmon
   (Grade 6) A+++

HS:

 

Nastasjia Reddy
(Grade 8) A+

Alexia Reddy
(Grade 8) A

Keira Reddy
(Grade 8) A

Hiranya Pillay (Grade 8) 
passed Trinity College Grade 
4 Piano with Distinction and 
ABRSM Grade 4 Music Theory 
with Merit.

Skyla Eley
(Grade 8) A+
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Calendar
Monday 2 August 2021 – Friday 13 August 2021
Monday 02  

Monday 09  

Tuesday 10

Wednesday 11

Tuesday 03  

Wednesday 04

Thursday 05

Friday 06

Saturday 07

Sunday 08

Day 6
HS: 08h00: School Assembly: Online
JP: 08h00: Care Circles: JP
JP: 09h00-10h00: Launch of Niki Daly new book, ‘On Papa’s Shoulders’
SP: Beyond Maths Round 1, written this week
HS: 16h30-18h30: Grade 11 Parent Interviews: Online

Day 7
WS: 09h00-10h00: Head Hunters Photos (girls will be notified): Centenary Hall 
16h00: DGC Buildings & Grounds Meeting: Trust House
HS: 16h30-18h30: Grade 9 Parent Interviews: Online

Day 8
JP: 08h00-09h00: Grade 2&3 Christy Herselman (Social Media Expert)
     Parents’ Muffin Morning
HS: Round 2 Accounting & Business Studies Olympiad
HS: Leadership Application (girls who are to be interviewed will be notified)
SP: 17h30-18h30: Grade 4-7 Parent Conversation Circle: Online

Day 9
JP: 08h00-09h00: Grade 3 Social Media Talk
JP: 17h30-18h30: Parents’ Presentation ('Maintaining Calm Amidst the Chaos'): Online

Day 10
JP: 08h00: Assembly
SP: 09h30: Assembly
JP: 10h30-12h00: Olympics Puppet Show
HS: Interviews for Head Girl position take place

WOMEN’S DAY

HS: Leadership interviews may continue

Day 2
07H30-09H00: PA Secondhand Uniform Shop Open Day: Office: Trust House Parking
16h00-17h30: DGC Finance Committee Meeting: Boardroom

Day 3
HS: 11h00: Grade 10-12 Music Students KZNPO Education Concert

Day 4Thursday 12  

Friday 13  Day 5
JP: 08h00: Assembly: JP Hall
SP: 09h30: Assembly
SP: 10h00: Grade 5 Cake Sale
HS: 10h00-10h30: Assembly: Online
HS: Head Girl, Deputies, SRC, Diversity & Transformation Heads will be announced
SP: 16h00: Grade 7 Sleepover: College House (TBC)
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Calendar
Monday 2 August 2021 – Friday 13 August 2021
Saturday 14  

Sunday 15 

WS: 09h00-12h00: Andrew Warburton Piano Masterclass: Music Hall

You may encounter many defeats, but you must not 
be defeated. In fact, it may be necessary to encounter 

the defeats, so you can know who you are, what you 
can rise from, and how you can still come out of it.

- Maya Angelou

“ “


