
As we start Term 2, I would like to focus on our many 
successes over the past 12 months. One can barely 
believe that we have been negotiating with the COVID-19 
pandemic for a full school year! Our initial reaction may 
have been one of doubt about the severity or longevity of 
the pandemic, but all too soon we were called to acknowl-
edge that it was both severe and it would not be
short-lived. 

It is heartening to look back over the last four terms and 
realise how much good has happened. The well-being 
of our community must be heralded as a prime reason 
for gratitude. We have celebrated academic, music and 
sporting successes, and progressed in technology. We 
have held some events on campus, and participated in 
some remotely. We have not been able to control the 
year in ways we were accustomed to doing, but we learnt 
lessons along the way. 

I continue to marvel at lessons we constantly learn from 
our girls, including their resilience and willingness to 
adapt whilst having fun. Over the long weekend at the 
end of the first term, they headed off to the beach to 
participate in a clean-up operation. No, not to relax and 
sunbathe, but to gear-up with tackies and gloves, which 

was still a great deal of fun! Girls serving their community 
and having fun together is definitely a win-win in action.

Focusing on negative outcomes denies us the opportuni-
ty of experience. By embracing positive expectations in 
challenging times, we might be disappointed at times, 
but we also afford ourselves opportunities to succeed. 
Our girls haven’t been able to participate in sporting and 
cultural activities, but have kept up their practices and 
rehearsals. The clips shared with us of the online Music 
Progress Concert reveal improvement and joy, despite no 
live performances. Our galas, likewise, were enjoyed by 
our swimmers who remained dedicated. 

During the recent holidays, many of our sportswomen 
achieved top accolades for their ongoing commitment, 
proving that remaining dedicated, despite any challenges, 
is greatly rewarding.

Let’s remain aware and focused not only on our own 
well-being, but that of all with whom we come into 
contact, thereby ensuring Term 2 will be as happy and 
successful as it can be. 

Marianne Bailey
Executive Head
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Shrieks of excitement can be 
heard in the JP Play Area as our 
girls explore the new adventure 
playground. What a delight to 

see so many happy girls
at school!

The climbing wall 
is proving to be a 

favourite!

Our little Grade 00 girls 
enjoy their swings and 

outdoor area too. 
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SP girls trying out the new lap trays. 

In Drama, this week, our 
Grade 4s learnt and
enacted their poems. 

Our Grade 6 girls 
brought the lives of 

their Afrikaans novel 
characters to life by 

enacting them. 

Creative and colourful Grade 4 artwork. 
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Chloé Graaff as 
Brand Ambassador
for Speedo

Congratulations to the following girls for their sporting achievements:
Back: Salma Bejia, Chloé Graaff, Scarlett Nichol, Georgina Church, Esihle Zondo
Front: Kira Ribbink, Ashley Ebing, Sarah MacLaren, Tannah Smith, Gabriella Benjamin

Kadence 
Ribbink at 
the 226 
Challenge 
Triathlon

Kira Ribbink at the 226 Challenge Triathlon

WELL DONE TO THE FOLLOWING GIRLS FOR OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS:

Mikhaela de Oliveira - 
Triathlon

Mikhaela de Oliveira - 
Triathlon

Sarah McLaren at SA 
Junior Nationals

Tannah Smith at SA Surfski Championships

Esihle Zondo at the SA Water Polo Champs - Photo by 
Gabriella Benjamin

Georgina Church - 100m Backstroke Race at
Senior Nationals
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Courtneigh Peters - Senior Primary Intern
I’m Courtneigh Peters and I am completing my final year at Embury Institute for 
Higher Education. By the end of 2021, I would have completed my Education 
degree in the Intermediate Phase, majoring in Mathematics and Geography. I have 
been appointed as a Senior Primary Intern at Durban Girls’ College (DGC) for 
2020 and 2021. Serving as an Intern at DGC has awarded me many cross-cultural 
skills and qualities that provide me with an in-depth understanding of not only a 
school system, but also inclusive education. 

I have become acquainted with phenomenal mentors that motivate me to seek 
opportunities for continuous learning and opportunities to improve my work ethic 
every day. This experience has allowed me the opportunity to expand on my peda-
gogical knowledge and develop a holistic approach to teaching. 

I am an enthusiastic educator with high aspirations for learners and committed to 
supporting growth in children and enabling them to realise their learning objectives. 
As an educator, I want to make a difference to the world as I see education as a 
tool to expand on students’ abilities to think critically about the world in which they 
live. I want to be part of the process of student empowerment. I believe that each 
educator has their own method of teaching that will be beneficial to their learners. 
However, I am certain that my style of educating will have the greatest impact on 
future generations, not just intellectually but socially as well. 
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From Our Chaplain
Michelle Edgcumbe
The women ran quickly from the tomb. They were very frightened, 
but also filled with great joy, and they rushed to give the disciples 
the angel’s message. And, as they went, Jesus met them and greeted 
them. And they ran to him, grasped his feet, and worshipped him. 
Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t be afraid! Go tell my brothers to 
leave for Galilee and they will see me there”. Then, the 11 disciples 
left for Galilee, going to the mountain where Jesus had told them 
to go. When they saw him, they worshipped him – but some of 
them doubted! Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been 
given all authority in heaven and on earth. Therefore, go and 
make disciples of all the nations, baptising them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples 
to obey all the commands I have given you. And, be sure of this:
I am with you always, even to the end of the age”. 

Matthew 28: 8-10, 16-20

I will continue to create a safe environment in which all learners are included and where equal learning opportunities exist. In 
doing so, I will promote learner-centered activities, critical thinking and authentic learning opportunities. 

Jodi Picoult states that, “The fact that you worry about being a good teacher means that you already are one”. I thoroughly 
believe that this is who I am and what I aspire to be. Being an educator comes with the responsibility of ensuring each learner 
reaches their full potential and achieves their goals. Thus, I will take on this role and see it through. 
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ORDER YOUR INDIVIDUAL AND CLASS PHOTOS NOW
Individual and class photos are ready for order through Head Hunters. 
Please follow the steps below to purchase your photos:

HOW TO ORDER YOUR PHOTOS ONLINE
 1. Go to www.head-hunters.co.za. 

 2. Click on the ‘Place order’ option on the main menu. 
 3. Enter the following information (case sensitive):
   • Username: DGCp&g
   • Password: 26Feb2021

 4. You will be directed to the ordering page where you will need to click on the ‘Portraits’ or ‘Groups’ option.

 5. Make your selection under each section. 

 6. Select the images you want to purchase by clicking on ‘Add to Cart’.

 7. When you have all the desired images, click on ‘View Shopping Cart’.

 8. Add necessary quantities. 

 9. Select preferred delivery method. 

 10. Click on ‘Proceed to Checkout’.

 11. Fill in checkout details. 

 12. Follow the payment options. (When using credit or debit cards, please ensure that your card has been
  activated for online purchases by your bank. Non-activated cards will be rejected by the system.)

THE GALLERY WILL CLOSE ON 13 MAY 2021. 

MySchool



TRIATHLON
Mikhaela De Oliveira (Grade 11) competed at the KZN 
Triathlon Championships at Midmar, on 28 March 2021. She 
came 1st in her age group race (Girls 16-17), making her the 
U17 KZN Triathlon Champion. Over and above, she has also 
achieved:
 • U17 Victrix Ludorum Swimming
 • U17 KZN Triathlon Champion
 • U17 SA Triathlon Champion
Congratulations, Mikhaela, we are so proud of you!

Lara Watts (Grade 11) took part in the South African
Triathlon Championships held at Maselpoort in Bloemfontein. 

Even though Lara had an accident on the cycling leg, she 
persevered and completed the race; we are proud of her 
determination and grit. 

ATHLETICS
Salma Bejia (Grade 9) won the Girls 16 and under 800m 
event at the KZN Track and Field Championships that took 
place on 26 & 27 March 2021. She won in a time of 2 
minutes 19 seconds which qualifies her to compete at the SA 
Track Championships in Paarl on 7-10 April 2021. 
Salma competed in the Girls 16 Age Group 800m race and 
placed 5th with a time of 2 minutes 15 seconds. 

Another standout performance in the athletics world is Old 
Girl, Shannon Verster, who won the Heptathlon event at the 
CGA Championships. She will also compete at the SA Cham-
pionships. 

CHAMPIONSHIP GALA
Senior Primary Victrix winners for the Championship Gala: 
Nikita Scruby, Olivia Cairns, Lara Macqueen and Emily 
Macqueen.
 

MUSIC RESULTS
External Music Examinations Results:
 • Zara Jackson (Grade 10) passed Trinity College   
 Grade 2 Trumpet with Merit. 
 • Seo Hyun An (Grade 9) passed ABRSM Grade 8 
 Piano Performance Examination with Distinction.

SWIMMING 
Emily Macqueen (Grade 7) participated in the Level 3 Re-
gional Championships during the holidays. She participated 
in six events and won six Gold Medals, an incredible achieve-
ment. Emily also qualified to swim in the SA National Junior 
Championships last weekend in three events, but chose not to 
compete this year. A special mention must be made that Emily 
broke three records at our Championship Gala! Well done, 
Emily, we are so proud of you!

OPEN WATER SWIMMING
Ashley Ebing (Grade 10) represented KZN at the SA Open 
Water Swimming Championships in Jeffreysbay, competing in 
the 3km event an placing 11th in the Girls 15/16 in a time of 
41 minutes 36 seconds. Well done, Ashley!

SWIMMING
Georgina Church (Grade 12) competed in the SA Senior 
Swimming Championships in the Senior Women Age
Group in:
 • 100m backstroke – 10th place
 • 100m freestyle – 11th place
 • 50m freestyle – 7th place
 • 50m backstroke – 6th place 

SA JUNIOR SWIMMING NATIONALS
Ashley Ebing (Grade 10) Girls 16 and under:
 • 100m backstroke – 1st
 • 50m breaststroke – 3rd 
 • 100m breaststroke – 2nd 
 • 400m individual medley – 3rd
 • 200m individual medley – 2nd
 • 50m backstroke – 2nd
 • 200m breaststroke – 3rd
 • 200m backstroke – 1st 

Chloé Graaff (Grade 9) was chosen as a brand ambassador 
for Speedo swimming apparel and competed in the Girls 16 
and under:
 • 100m freestyle – 6th place
 • 50m freestyle – 4th place
 • 100m breaststroke – 4th place
 • 50m butterfly – 5th place
 • 50m breaststroke – 5th place 
 • 200m freestyle – 9th place 
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Scarlett Nichol (Grade 9) competed in the Girls 16 and 
under:
 • 100m butterfly – 1st place
 • 50m butterfly – 1st place
 • 50m freestyle – 5th place
 • 100m backstroke – 4th place

Sarah McLaren (Grade 8) competed in the following races:
Girls 12-14:
 • 200m butterfly – 1st place
 • 400m individual medley – 1st place
 • 400m freestyle – 6th place
Girls 16 and under:
 • 100m backstroke – 2nd place
 • 100m breaststroke – 1st place
 • 200m individual medley – 1st place
 • 200m backstroke – 2nd place
 • 100m butterfly – 1st place
 • 200m breaststroke – 1st place
 • 50m backstroke – 3rd place 

REGIONAL LEVEL 3 SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIP
Gabriella Benjamin (Grade 10) competed in the following:
 • 200m breaststroke – 5th place
 • 200m individual medley – 6th place
 • 100m breaststroke – 7th place
 • 100m freestyle – 9th place
 • 50m breaststroke – 6th place
 • 50m freestyle – 7th place

WATER POLO
Ezihle Zondo (Grade 12) and Ilse Southey (Grade 11) com-
peted at the SA Water Polo Championship. Esihle’s team 
placed 3rd overall in the tournament. 

TRIATHLON
Kayla Ribbink (Class of 2020), Kadence Ribbink (Grade 9) 
and Mikhaela de Oliveira (Grade 11) competed in the SA 
Triathlon Championships held at Maselspoort near Bloem-
fontein. 

Kadence won her age group, Girls 14-15, and is the overall 
South African female super sprint winner. 
Mikhaela won her age group, Girls 16-17.
Kayla won her age group, Girls 18-19.

Kira Ribbink (Grade 12) won overall in the women’s cate-
gory in the recent 56 226 Brick Triathlon Challenge. Kayla 
Ribbink was 2nd and Kadence Ribbink was 3rd. 

SA SURFSKI CHAMPIONSHIP
Tannah Smith (Grade 10):
 • Placed 3rd in the U16 Girls 28,5km Individual  
 Surfski Race
 • Placed 2nd in the U16 Girls 23km Doubles
 Surfski Race.

LIFESAVING
Tannah Smith (Grade 10) has also been selected for the 
KZN Junior Lifesaving Team that will represent KZN at 
Inter-Provincials from 24-26 April 2021. 
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Calendar
Monday 19 April – Sunday 02 May 2021
Monday 19 

Monday 26 

Tuesday 20 

Tuesday 27 

Wednesday 21

Wednesday 28 

Thursday 22

Thursday 29

Friday 30

Friday 23

Saturday 24

Saturday 01

Sunday 25

Sunday 02

Day 6
JP: Extra-Curricular Begins for Term 2 
08h00: HS Assembly: Online
SP: Grade 4 & 5 FAL Parent Interviews this Week
17h00: DGC Alumni: Online

Day 7
PA: 07h00-09h00: Secondhand Uniform Pop-Up Shop: Lecture Theatre Foyer
JP: Earth Day

Day 8
JP & SP: Book Character Dress-Up Day
JP: 08h00-09h00: Hooked on Books
SP: 10h30-12h30: Hooked on Books
PA: 17h30: PA Meeting: Online

Day 9
HS: Earth Day: ‘Environmental Committee Thrift Market’: Centenary Hall
JP: Grade R Puppet Show – Dare to be Different: JP Hall
JP: Grade 00 Puppet Show – Dare to be Different: JP Hall
SP: 14h00-15h30: Bloom’s Training Session 1
18h00-19h30: Sakhizwe TransCom Meeting: Online

Day 10
SP: 09h30: Assembly
HS: 13h15-14h15: Grade 8 & 9 Afrikaans ‘Die speluitdaging vir almal’. 
HS: 10h00: Renaming of Forum
SP: U12A Top Schools Netball Tournament: Penzance
SP: U13A Top Schools Netball Tournament: Glenwood Prep

SCHOOL HOLIDAY

FREEDOM DAY

Day 3
16h00-17h00: Buildings & Grounds Meeting: Online

Day 4
SP: 14h00-15h30: Bloom’s Training Session 2

Day 5
SP: 09h30: Assembly
HS: 10h00-10h30: Assembly: Online
HS: 13h30: History Cluster Meeting: Staff Room 

SP: 08h00: Netball Tournament U12A & U13A: Our Lady of Fatima

SP: U10A & U11A Our Lady of Fatima Netball Tournament: Our Lady of Fatima

Change your life today. Don't gamble on
the future, act now, without delay.

- Simone de Beauvoir
“

“




