
Madame Hathorn, in her address at the recent prize-giv-
ing, stated that teaching is a privilege, and teaching at 
Durban Girls’ College is an added privilege. 

This crossed my mind when the Grade 12 NSC results 
were released. The Matric Class of 2020 have done 
the school proud. Grade 12 is always a hard year; but 
coupled with COVID-19, online learning, the usual rites of 
passage falling away and other hardships on their jour-
ney, our girls have produced staggering results. Grade 
12s of 2020, I salute you. 

Not taking anything away from the Grade 12s, I would 
like to congratulate the other grades too. Last year held 
much uncertainty; balancing life was a challenge, but with 
grit and grace, every girl made it through. We held our 
prize-giving for the 2020 Grades 8 to 11 to honour those 
who excelled through the year. Well done to you girls!

Finally, I would like to thank the staff. I think our teachers 
worked incredibly hard last year – learning new ways 

to deliver the full curriculum, ensuring that our girls had 
access to everything they needed to succeed. The excellent 
results across all grades are testament to their hard work 
and dedication. Anne Oberholzer (CEO of the IEB), in her 
address to Principals, said that 2020 catapulted educa-
tion from the 17th century into the 21st century. Whilst I 
believe that Durban Girls’ College has always provided a 
world-class education, our staff adapted to the changes 
with bravery and fortitude. 

I believe that the 2020 results were a combination of hard 
work from all parties. Vincent van Gogh said, “Great 
things are done by a series of small things brought to-
gether”. As we step further into 2021, I leave you with the 
wish from Neil Gaiman: “I hope the year ahead is kind to 
us, and that we will be kind to each other, even if the
year isn’t”. 

Jennifer Harrison
Head of High School Academics
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Our Grade 1 girls enhanced their collaboration skills during their 
Creative Day lesson, learning about cows on the farm. They used 

the KWL thinking routine to deepen their thinking (they were 
asked, ‘What do you know?’, ‘What do you want to know?’, and 

at the end of the lesson – ‘What have you learnt?’). Mrs Zondo and Mrs Brodie delivered
the shoes and socks collected by our JP 

and SP girls to Kusa Kusa Primary School. 
With strict COVID-19 protocols being 

adhered to, Durban Girls’ College made 
many children very happy. Thank you to 

our College families for blessing so
many on Valentine’s Day. 

Our Grade 3s discussed the use of 
fireworks as part of their ‘After Dark’

theme on their Creative Day, this week. They 
used a ‘Tug of War’ Harvard Thinking Routine 
to see the girls’ thinking on this topic. The yel-
low and black hat ‘Thinking Hats’ helped them 
to come up with the positives and the risks of 

using fireworks. What a thinking
day they had! 

Our Grade 2s enjoyed learning about verbs. They 
did a verb scavenger hunt in teams on ‘Collabo-
ration Thinking Skills’. They videoed their verbs/
actions with iPads and recorded them on a big 

Thinking Map. What fun!
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Introducing our Senior Primary House 
and Vice House Captains for 2021.

Outdoor IT lessons are 
always enjoyed!

Grade 4 girls working on 
their oral presentation. 

Our Grade 5 girls 
enjoy the fresh 

air between their 
classes. 

Our Grade 7B girls enjoying 
and benefitting from their 

Study Skills Course. 

Grade 4 and 5 girls explor-
ing their artistic and creative 

talents in the Art Club.

Grade 6 Afrikaans 
work being done in the 
beautiful SP corridors. 

The Creative Thinking Writing 
Workshop gave our Grade 
7 girls an opportunity to be 

greatly inspired. 

Standing: Divya Ramklass (Greenacre Vice-Captain), Hannah Savage (Greenacre Cap-
tain), Shreya Subramoney (Palmer Captain), Lily Corbett (Palmer Vice-Captain).
Seated: Nthabiseng Mathibeli (Cottam Vice-Captain), Sienna Setzkorn (Cottam Captain), 
Emily Macqueen (Rutherford Captain), Inez Letschert (Rutherford Vice-Captain). 
Floor: Sophia Kidson (Chrurchill Vice-Captain), Isabella Stephenson (Churchill Captain), 
Gemma Ropertz (Hunter Vice-Captain), Siphe Myataza (Hunter Captain). 
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Last week, our Grade 10 & 11 (2020) Awards Ceremony was livestreamed 
to girls and parents. Congratulations to all our prize-winners. We wish you 

the best for another successful year ahead. 

A special thank you to
Mrs Victoria Hathorn who was 

our guest speaker. 

Our Grade 8 & 9 (2020) Awards Ceremony was also livestreamed to our 
girls and parents, last week. We congratulate our girls for their outstanding 

achievements. We are very proud of you, girls!
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Congratulations to our Matric Class of 2020

We loved meeting our newest Old Girls as they 
came in to receive their Matric Results, last Friday. 
Congratulations, girls! We wish you the best for 
your future endeavours!
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Our girls also made the news!

Click to veiw Click to veiw

https://www.iol.co.za/ios/news/matrics-ready-to-change-the-future-507e7959-ee04-4af0-9457-7c5e329616f6
https://www.iol.co.za/thepost/community-news/durban-girls-college-boasts-98-bachelors-degree-passes-ba9382e4-d429-46a6-acf4-0c3eef3d142d
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Bright Futures for our Matrics of 2020

Nika Govender
Chemical Engineering 

at UCT

Olivia Saulez
BCom International 

Business at Stellenbosch 
University 

Sabeeha Suliman-
Pharmacy at UKZN

Gemma Early
Psychology at

University of Pretoria

We wish our Matrics of 2020 the best of luck as they start the next phase of their journeys.

Jade Busse
Jackie Cameron School 

of Food and Wine

Samira Salduker
BA at UCT

Mikayla Edgley
BAccLLB at Stellenbosch 

University

Kelly Corbett
BA at UCT

Holly Munks
Liberal Arts at St 

Mary’s University (UK)

Jenna S tichelbout
Business Science 

at UCT

Amaarah Amod
Dentistry

Nina Kruse
Zoology

Miranda Paterson
BSc Bio and Psychology 

at Stellenbosch University
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Lorraine Mabvadya - Head of French 
Five-year old me would not have foreseen that I would one day become an 
educator, but a year down the line I had found my home in Education. Yes, 
at six, I was a peer tutor and I enjoyed it tremendously. It was my hobby as 
I found elation in the success of my classmates that I tutored. 

Having followed a streamlined Cambridge educational system, I was 
certain I would become an architect, until I had to make a life-altering 
decision at 17. As I was unsure about the career path I was following at 
that point, my aunt suggested that I enrol into university and study French 
while I decide. Little did I know that I would fall deeper in love with the lan-
guage… It was only then that I realised that teaching a foreign language 
encompassed all my interests: travelling, writing, discovering other cultures, 
fashion, music, literature, art, way of life, food (yes, food… les croissants, 
les baguettes, le vin…) while making a real difference in the lives of those 
around me.

Being fortunate enough to have taught in different countries and institu-
tions, I have experienced the magic of teaching: more than just the trans-
mission of information, teaching is an existential encounter than transcends 
generations and cultures, through which the teacher’s life and students’ 
lives touch each other in a deep way. Call it a career, vocation or a 
calling, I will continue to dedicate myself to providing a quality learning at-
mosphere for my students in order to give them a firm foundation for future 
learning and growth experiences, whatever career path they may choose. 
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From Our Chaplain
Michelle Edgcumbe
The Matrics of 2020 really had their work cut out for them. In many ways, they had 
to sacrifice their goals for the year and do the best they could with the limitations of 
a stressful year. But what great results they achieved despite their challenges! It’s a 
testament not only to academic effort, but also to character. It demonstrates grit and 
perseverance. 

What does grit and perseverance look like in the Christian life? Would we say we 
follow the Class of 2020’s example of perseverance across all spheres of our lives, 
or does the life of faith get pushed down in the queue? In the NT, the apostle Paul 
speaks about his own life, as it nears its end, in a poignant letter to his friend and 
co-worker, Timothy. He challenges Timothy to keep on going, to persevere though 
persecution, through illness and suffering, through the trials of this life. Not just to 
maintain a positive attitude but to hold on to his faith in Christ. The Christian life is a 
marathon, not a sprint, he says, and Paul is not shy about encouraging Timothy to 
follow his own example. Paul isn’t being arrogant because he knows he struggled 
– but he is humbled and grateful that God has helped him to finish the race having 
been faithful to the end. Timothy knows that he would do well to follow Paul’s
example, and so should we. 

Are you struggling in your journey of faith today? Hold on.

And now, to Him who can keep you on your feet, standing tall in his bright 
presence, fresh and celebrating – to our one God, our only Saviour, through 
Jesus Christ, our Master, be glory, majesty, strength, and ruler before all time, 
and now, and to the end of all time. Jude 1:24,25
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Calendar
Monday 01 – Sunday 14 March 2021
Monday 01  

Monday 08  

Tuesday 02  

Tuesday 09  

Wednesday 03  

Wednesday 10  

Thursday 04

Thursday 11

Friday 12

Friday 05

Saturday 06

Saturday 13

Sunday 07

Sunday 14

Day 1
WS: 07h00-09h00: Second-Hand Uniform ‘Pop-Up Shop’: Lecture Theatre Foyer
WS  08h00-08h30: Whole School Online Assembly
SP: Bookings open for Parent/Teacher Interviews

Day 2
09h00: DGC Trust Meeting: Boardroom
WS: 12h00-14h00: Second-hand uniform ‘Pop-up Shop: Lecture Theatre Foyer
HS: 13h00-16h00: English Olympiad: Centenary Hall
JP: 13h15-15h00: Open Circles Workshop: JP Hall

Day 3
HS: 14h45-16h15: Open Circles Workshop Group 1, Session 1
17h30: DGC PA Meeting: Online

Day 4
HS: 08h00-12h30: Grade 8 2022 Scholarship & Entrance Test: Centenary Hall
SP: 14h00-16h00: SP Staff Open Circle Workshop: Peace Garden

Day 5
HS: 08h30-12h30: Grade 8 2022 Scholarship & Entrance Test: Centenary Hall
HS: 14h30-16h00: Grade 12 Physics Portfolio Prac: Science Lab

HS: 08h00-13h00: Grade 8 2022 Music Scholarship Auditions: Music Hall, individual                                     
audition times will be communicated to applicants.

Day 6
HS: 08h00-08h30: Online High School Assembly

Day 7
JP: 13h15-15h00: Open Circles Workshop: JP Hall

Day 8
Islamic Celebration: Laylatul Mi’raj
HS: 12h00-13h00: UP Presentation to Grade 12: Lecture Theatre 
HS: 14h45-16h15: Open Circles Workshop Group 1, Sessions 2

Day 9
HS: SA Maths Olympiad 1st Round
SP: 14h00-16h00 Staff Open Circle Workshop: Peace Garden
SP: 17h30-18h30: Grades 4-7 Parents’ Conversation Circle: Online 

Day 10
JP: Grade 3 Cake Sale: JP Area
WS: Deadline for performance clips for the Virtual Music Progress Concert

You can never leave footprints that last if you
are always walking on tiptoe.

- Leymah Gbowee
“ “


