
When we closed at the end of last year, we were hopeful 
that we would return in 2021 to a more ‘normal’ environ-
ment. How naive we were!

Whilst we can confi dently say that we are more prepared 
than we were in March last year for online teaching, the 
challenges we are facing are different. Our pupils are 
familiar with the wearing of masks, hand sanitising and 
the need for physical distancing – although they do need 
reminding. The sad reality is that more of us have been 
affected personally in the past two months, and this ought 
to be a reminder for the need to adhere to the protocols.

In addition, very few girls have had no exposure to online 
teaching and learning, so they should be more profi cient 
than they were a year ago. However, being able to attend 
lessons online is but one aspect, girls also need to be there 
when it is their lesson. Just as schools have had to reimag-
ine how we deliver, pupils need to be ready to receive 
differently, and this is where accountability and respon-
sibility enter the picture. It was encouraging to hear from 
our school leaders that high school girls are – in general – 
fi nding it easier to join lessons this year.

As we return to campus next week, other challenges are 
bound to arise. The inclement weather is but one of these. 

We will do what is required to ensure that girls continue to 
be safe at breaks even when they are unable to be on the 
fi eld or stands to enjoy their breaks.

The answers to questions are not as obvious as we would 
like them to be and one often hears that there is one cer-
tainty, and that is uncertainty. No decisions are made at 
school without input from the necessary stakeholders. The 
arrival shortly of the vaccine is the beginning of the journey 
towards immunisation. Anxiety levels are high as we await 
the roll out. The ‘when’, ‘how’ and ‘who’ are questions we 
await answers to.   

The pandemic has highlighted the difference between us on 
every level. As a Baby Boomer, I will experience it differ-
ently to our girls – a number of whom fall into Generation 
Z (those born between 1997 and 2012). Our greatest 
challenge as a school community is to understand that 
reality and to do the best, and be the best that we can be 
as individuals and as a community. 

We must all remember that we have much to be grateful 
for, despite the challenges we face.

Marianne Bailey
Executive Head

College Chatter
From the Helm

College Moment

Saabira Amod (Head Girl) 
and Keara Dunford (Deputy 

Head: Administration)
welcoming our new High 
School girls to College,
last week. We hope you
enjoy the start of your

journey with us!
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Our Grade 2 girls have 
impressed us with how 
well they have coped 
this week with their 

online learning!

Meet and Greet – Grade 00 and R
The Grade 00 and R girls were so excited to wear their DGC pin-
afores and come to school to fetch their work packs. They enjoyed 
spending a little time in their classroom and on the playground with 

their new teachers and friends. Some of them did not want to go home! 
Meet and Greet – Grade 1 

Our Grade 1 girls were bursting with
excitement as they came to school to 

meet their new teachers. Despite wear-
ing face masks, their big smiles could still be 

seen. There were shrieks of excitement as 
they received their homework bags and spe-

cial treats. A fi rm favourite was their very 
own bright and colourful sports kit. The

girls are ready for online learning!

Meet and Greet – Grade 2
The Grade 2 girls were so excited to 
receive their work packs from their 
teachers! The colourful balls in the 

sports pack were a hit!

Meet and Greet – Grade 3
How special it was to see our 
Grade 3 girls, last week! They 

loved meeting their new teachers 
and having a photograph taken 

under the big '3' balloon.
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High School
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Our Senior Primary parents 
were in high spirits as they

collected their work packs for 
their daughters, last week!

Congratulations to Keren Curtis and Imaan Ganey (Grade 8) who wrote the International Maths Olympiad in the fi rst week of 
school this year, and achieved bronze medals. This is an incredible accomplishment as South Africa achieved a total of four 

bronzes in their category and no silver or gold medals were awarded. 

Keren has been at DGC since Grade 3 and Imaan has joined us this year, and was the Dux of Glenwood Preparatory in 2020. 

A special thank you and congratulations to our Maths Department – your excellence and passion for Maths certainly refl ects 
in the outstanding achievements of our girls, both in South Africa and globally. 
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Meet our Staff
Jessica Heathcote - Grade 4 Teacher
Greetings all! I am delighted to be starting a new chapter at a school so 
steeped in history and set in such a beautiful environment. I come from a 
family of teachers and, try as I may to have set out on a different path, 
the pull was irresistible and I find myself happily in my 12th year of a truly 
wonderful profession. 

I live by the motto ‘variety is the spice of life', and am in my element when 
I’m exposed to and learning about something new. My most recent pursuit 
— doing an apprenticeship with a stained glass artist. Whether buried in a 
book, exploring the outdoors or treating myself to an evening at the theatre, 
I’d consider my time well spent. Being a ‘people person’, I am happiest 
when surrounded by others — whether it be the children I teach, interesting 
characters encountered on travels or friends and family.

My hope is that the children who pass through my classroom gain more than 
just an education in the traditional sense. I aim to inspire an ongoing positive 
attitude, a culture of kindness and a sense of curiosity. The glass is almost 
always half-full in my world and I look forward to many more happy years 
spent in the classroom with a wide array of young people, each adding 
value in their own way.
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From our Chaplain
Michelle Edgcumbe
Psalm 100 
A psalm for giving grateful praise.

Shout for joy to the Lord, everyone on earth.
Worship the Lord with gladness.
    Come to him with songs of joy.
Know that the Lord is God.
    He made us, and we belong to him.
We are his people.
    We are the sheep belonging to his flock.

Give thanks as you enter the gates of his temple.
    Give praise as you enter its courtyards.
    Give thanks to him and praise his name.
The Lord is good. His faithful love continues forever.
    It will last for all time to come.

As we begin a new school year, let's work hard to keep gratitude front of mind. 
In all the busy days and worrying times, let's join with the ancient songwriter who 
praised God for His faithful love. Let's remember that this faithful love lasts for-
ever, for all time to come, which includes 2021 and includes all the times we ask 
questions of God. He is big and strong enough to welcome those questions and 
offers the comfort that His ways are higher than ours, and always good. 

I wish you a year of seeing the goodness of God.
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External Music Examinations Results 

High School

 • Anjali Ramdhani (Grade 8) passed Grade 3 Music Theory, Trinity Guildhall with Distinction.

 • Nandini Gangaram (Grade 8) passed Grade 3 Music Theory, Trinity Guildhall and Grade 4 Piano Trinity Guildhall
    with Distinction.

 • Alaya Singh (Grade 8) passed Grade 3 Music Theory, Trinity Guildhall with Distinction.

 • Leah Droyman (Grade 9) passed Grade 3 Music Theory, Trinity Guildhall with Merit.

 • Jia Patel (Grade 9) passed Grade 3 Music Theory, Trinity Guildhall with Distinction.

 • Niwedita Bhatta (Grade 12) passed Grade 8 Piano, Trinity Guildhall with Distinction.

Julia Lewis and Klara Robertson (Matric 2020) both achieved distinctions for their Trinity College London Grade 8 Singing Examinations. 

Best of Lockdown Junior and Senior Concerts 2020

High School

 • Nandini Gangaram (Grade 8) was invited to perform at the ‘Best of Lockdown Virtual Junior Concert 2020’. 

 • Niwedita Bhatta (Grade 12) and Irene An (Grade 9) were invited to perform at the ‘Best of Lockdown Virtual Senior
    Concert 2020’. 

 These concerts were organised by SASMT and were virtual versions of the annual top young musicians’ concerts. 

Results
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The Week Ahead
Monday 01 – Sunday 14 February 2021

Monday 01  

Monday 08  

Tuesday 02  

Tuesday 09  

Wednesday 03  

Wednesday 10  

Thursday 04

Thursday 11

Friday 05

Friday 12

Saturday 06

Saturday 13

Sunday 07

Sunday 14

Day 1
WS: 08h00-08h30: Whole School Assembly: Online

Day 6
08h00-08h30: HS: High School Assembly: Online
17:30 Introductory Board Meeting: Online

Day 2
07h30: JP Liaison Mums’ Meeting: Online
17h30: HS: Grade 9 Parent Information Evening: Online

Day 7
16:00: Finance Meeting: Online

Day 3
07h30: SP Liaison Mums’ Coffee Morning: Online
17h30: DGC PA AGM: Online

Day 8

Day 4

Day 9

Day 5

Day 10
WS: Valentine’s Day Civvies
JP & SP: Pre-Loved Shoe Collection
HS: R10 Valentine’s Day Donation

Knowing what must be done does away with fear.
- Rosa Parks“

“


