The DGC Experience

Journey
with Us

Your journey starts here

Durban Girls’ College is a journey in multiple senses of the word. It is a journey through academic,
cultural and sporting endeavours. A journey of the world at large. A journey of the self.
Not only do we teach our girls to look at the bigger picture of life, but also to realise their place and
potential within it. Our school breathes a sense of confidence and curiosity into young girls so that
they feel empowered to take their stance as independent and courageous women of our society.
We teach for life – not for the classroom.
A girl's educational journey into womanhood starts with us.

Founded in 1877, Durban Girls’ College is an independent
Christian school for girls from Grade 00 to Grade 12
with weekly boarding from Grade 7.

Vision
To offer a globally relevant, balanced
education, to develop significant women,
in all spheres of society.

Mission
Durban Girls’ College is a Christian
school that inspires girls to realise their
potential through a unique educational
journey built on tradition, innovation,
diversity and excellence aimed at
enriching our world.

Values
Commitment, Confidence, Courage,
Empathy, and Integrity.

A Significant Journey

“A woman of significance is one that finds her purpose and positively impacts those around her — she
makes a difference. Many of us live very privileged lives. We come to an incredible school and have
opportunities that many other women in our country do not have. Where we can, we must bring this
idea of 'women of significance' outside of our communities and reach out to those who have women
equally incredible, but not nearly as privileged as us. We all have the potential to grow into
remarkable women. Every day that we are at school, we can see around us the strength and power
of women. In this environment, we can see how our unity can truly make an impact on others.
Although we do not know what it is like to fight for our freedom and our basic human rights, we can
take the essence of that message and integrate it into our lives. We can fight for others when we see
injustice and we can stand up for ourselves when we are pushed down.” — Class of 2020 Leadership

“Like our beautiful mosaic piece situated at the entrance, our being is made up of many small pieces
that shape the bigger and more beautiful picture that is each of us. Every little piece is as important
as the next, even if they are all different shapes and sizes. Every aspect of this school has been an
important factor in making me, and our grade whole. We, as grounded and fully-established
women, can go out into the world with confidence, knowing that we can now form our own
works of art, as well as add to others." — Kaela Simpson, Head Girl 2020
This prospectus provides details of our academic, sports, and cultural programmes and showcases
our world-class facilities; but it cannot capture the spirit that has touched the lives of generations of
girls. We invite you to book a tour to come and meet our girls and staff, and experience first-hand
what makes Durban Girls’ College such an exceptional school.

Christian Ethos

“Girls learn early on in their journey at DGC that
caring for others is important.”
We strive to make community engagement a personal journey within our girls' educational journey.
We believe that this has a far greater impact on our girls and on those to whom they provide assistance.
In Grade 10, our girls complete 16 hours of community service which also forms part of their Life
Orientation curriculum; and all grades are encouraged to participate in community
engagement throughout their school career.
This can also be seen in the legacy of many DGC alumni who have sought to make a difference in the
lives of others. In 1943, the first nursery school and teachers’ training centre for pupils and teachers in
KwaZulu-Natal, Enkuliso, was founded. Another nursery school, named Ekujabuleni, was founded in
1956 to further serve the community. Both of these schools are still going strong and are supported
in various ways, throughout the year, by our girls and the Alumni Association.

“We embrace diversity and uphold kindness,
respect, humility, honesty, generosity, self-control
and forgiveness as governing values.”

The Christian ethos, a founding aspect of Durban Girls’ College, is still firmly entrenched within the
nature of our school life, and underpins many school activities and traditions throughout the year
including: Easter and Christmas Carol services, devotions at weekly assemblies led by our Chaplain,
Christian Religious Education classes for all girls from Grade 00 to Grade 8, and active Student
Christian Association groups in the primary and high schools. 'Christian Fellowship' is a High School
leadership portfolio. The Head of Christian Fellowship runs the SCA with her committee as well as a
variety of other activities designed to support and cherish the Christian ethos of the school.

Community
Engagement

Be Surprised
The Durban Girls' College Junior Primary is a place of curiosity and wonderment.
Little girls are free to explore and discover, be amazed and surprised by the
wide world out there.

“In the Junior Primary at Durban Girls’ College, we are
not only friends, but family too.”
Our Junior Primary is a lively, special place where collaborative and productive days are spent.
We are fortunate to have Grades 00 and R as part of our Phase. Learning, laughing
and discovery are key in the pre-school years.
There are vast opportunities for our girls to learn in an innovative, flexible and happy environment.
The heart of our teaching is based on the ‘Growth Mindset’ and a culture of thinking is embedded in
our curriculum which permeates through all subjects. Our passionate staff are empowered
to implement thinking skills and strategies in their teaching.
Our COLLEGE CARES curriculum focuses on:
Character
Our girls and teachers share a common set of attitudes which build character, self-efficacy and
resilience, helping them cope with life’s challenges. Our values of courage, attitude, respect,
empathy and self-control underpin all that we do.
Agility
Our girls are encouraged to be more independent, flexible and able to cope with change. They
think more creatively and critically, ask insightful and thoughtful questions, develop
higher order thinking skills, and learn to be reflective.
Readiness
We understand the importance of nurturing relationships, connecting effectively, and providing
supportive, child-centered learning. This approach helps build a strong foundation for a child’s
emotional, social, physical and mental development, which will prepare her for life.
Exploration
Our girls are spontaneous and curious and their imaginations are stretched as they explore their
world. Our girls are encouraged to learn through play and to be themselves while
developing confidence, resilience and courageousness.

Junior Primary

Bubble Ceremony

Grade R
Teddy Bear Ceremony

Service
Through building meaningful relationships with our wider school community, we uphold our value of service.
We focus on developing responsible individuals who respect each other and the environment.

“Play is our brain’s favourite way of learning.”
– Diane Ackerman

Grade 1
Hat Ceremony

Grade 3
Bubble Ceremony

Be Inspired
The Durban Girls’ College Senior Primary allows young girls to learn more about their
individuality. They are encouraged to be involved, ‘shoot for the stars’ and be inspired
by who they are and who they can be.

“Our focus is on developing independence, and
producing confident and balanced young girls. By
adopting a holistic approach to learning, we aim to
nurture the full potential of each pupil.”

In the Senior Primary, our vision is 'GROWTH' (Grit, Relevant, Ownership, Wonder,
Temperament, and Heart). This acronym has been carefully chosen, as we are committed to
a continuous effort of being a ‘Growth Mindset’ school.
Develop Grit
Research indicates that this will be the greatest predictor of success. If we can normalise
struggle and challenge for our girls, and not try to save them from hardship, it will
help them to grow into resilient young women.
Remain Relevant
Our innovative and flexible curriculum allows us to develop skills that this current generation
will need for their futures. The two key areas of focus in the Senior Primary are: building our
ICT programme which includes iPads, coding and robotics, and becoming
an accredited 'Thinking School'.
Instil Ownership
One of the biggest areas of growing independence in children is for them to learn to
take responsibility for the choices they make. We highlight the relationship
between choices and consequences.
Promote Wonder
Project-based learning modules are incorporated into our academic programme. This is
where girls are posed with real-life problems, allowing them to question deeply, think
critically and remain curious in order to find creative solutions.
Guide Temperament
This speaks of character development. Our school’s values of commitment, confidence,
courage, empathy and integrity form the basis of the temperament we would like to
instil in our girls in every aspect of their lives.
Build Heart
Ultimately, life is about connection and giving back in a meaningful way, and this is our
focus when partaking in community engagement projects.

Senior Primary

Grade 4
Blazer &
Bell-Ringing Ceremony

Grade 7
Bell-Ringing Ceremony

Be a Champion
The Durban Girls’ College High School is a platform for perseverance. The girls are
encouraged to dare to be bold and stand out as champions, seizing challenges and
stepping out of their comfort zones to reap the ultimate reward of self-fulfilment.

“The journey through our High School motivates our
girls to dig deep, discover their personal strengths and
develop an all-round support for one another. Girls are
encouraged to develop their individual skills by
embracing the rich variety of activities available to
them, both inside and outside the classroom.”

Our traditions and values form the foundation of our High School, where
every girl is offered the opportunity to succeed in many spheres: academically, culturally, on the
sporting front, and in the field of service. The High School is characterised by a very special spirit
of ‘sisterhood’ and many an Alumnus will testify to the lifelong friendships made at DGC.
In Grade 8, girls entering the High School are presented with an uncut key which they are
encouraged to ‘cut’ – symbolising how each girl will shape her own future during her time in our
High School. Our caring and supportive staff help make the transition to High School seamless.
uHambo is a 10-day excursion in which our Grade 9 girls hike in the Cobham area in the
Drakensburg. The girls are divided into groups, each led by staff members who mentor them as
they encounter and overcome challenges outside their individual comfort zones. In Grade 10,
many girls embark on the exciting journey of local and international exchange programmes of
three to six weeks in duration, giving them the opportunity to experience school life in
other countries around the world.
Durban Girls’ College is the only girls’ school in Africa invited to attend three International Youth
Leadership Summits. Grade 11 girls are invited to actively participate in these summits through
debates, discussions, prepared dialogues and presentations, and to network with their counterparts
from other countries. These summits aim to provide an avenue for intellectual engagement and
inquiry into current issues and a growing number of issues facing the world.
One of the undoubted highlights for our Grade 12s is the Matric Dance; a magical
evening organised by the Grade 11s, teachers and parents, that traditionally marks
their transition from schoolgirls to young women.

High School

Grade 8
Key Ceremony

Grade 9
uHambo Journey

Grade 10
Global Exchange
Programme

Grade 11
International Youth
Leadership Summits

Grade 12
Bell-Ringing & Beach Dash

“Durban Girls’ College is recognised as a leading South
African independent school with a well-established
reputation for educational excellence.”

Our holistic approach to education looks beyond the achievement of academic
excellence, to the development of character, courage, curiosity and compassion.
In the Junior Primary, girls experience a rich, real and relevant academic programme.
Small classes create a nurturing environment that fosters academic growth and confidence. The girls of this phase are stimulated through the teaching of skills and the imaginative stretch of playtime. In the Senior Primary and High School, girls successively build
their abilities to solve, understand and reason intellectually. Our teachers use CAPS
documents and IEB Subject Assessment Guidelines to implement the curriculum.
All Grade 12 girls write the IEB examinations, which incorporate the application and
analysis of knowledge acquired both in the classroom and by individual research. Our
teachers are highly skilled and are often appointed by the IEB as regional and national
moderators, as well as examiners and senior markers.
Since writing the IEB National Senior Certificate Examinations, we are proud to have
achieved a 100% pass rate. In addition to the standard subject options, we offer both
academic assistance and extension through the Academic Support Programme
as well as Advanced Programme English, Mathematics and Physical Science.

Academics
“We aim to instil a lifelong love of learning
through a holistic approach to education.”

“Where excellence is a habit.”

At Durban Girls’ College, we offer a comprehensive sporting programme across all
phases ranging from hockey and netball, to water polo and competitive swimming. Our
girls are encouraged to explore different sporting codes to discover which disciplines
are best suited to their abilities and interests.
Our core sporting values include: perseverance, enjoyment, teamwork, good
sportsmanship, commitment and dedication.
We believe that participation in sport – both individual and team – plays a pivotal part in
the holistic development of our girls. Sport offers life-changing opportunities for psychological
growth, over and above the benefits of building healthy bodies and instilling lifelong habits
of physical exercise. In addition, sport teaches courage, character, commitment and
community – all values embraced at Durban Girls’ College.
In the Junior Primary, we aim to encourage a love of sport by introducing our girls to the
basic skills required in each code, and providing opportunities to put them into practice
without the pressure of winning or losing.
In the Senior Primary, we build on the foundation laid in the Junior Primary, honing the girls’
skills and fostering their individual potential. A different sporting code forms the focus of
each term, allowing the girls to apply their developing skills in new contexts and to
expose them to a variety of sports in competitive environments.
In the High School, our girls are encouraged to balance the demands of the academic
programme with active participation in the many social and competitive sporting
opportunities on offer. Our magnificent sporting facilities and experienced coaches ensure
that our competitive teams enjoy their hard-won reputation for excellence and
good sportsmanship, both locally and internationally.

Sport
“Our High School has earned a hard-won reputation
of being a top sporting school.”

Visual Arts

“Our girls are encouraged to engage with both
traditional and contemporary expressions
of visual arts.”

Art plays an integral role in the curriculum and life of our school. Many of our
art teachers are artists in their own right, serving both as role models and
an inspiration to our girls.
The internet has triggered an explosion of opportunity for the visual artist, employing
digital designers and multimedia artists in unprecedented ways. Digital media,
including Adobe Photoshop, are explored as well as traditional techniques within
the disciplines of pencil drawing, sculpture and acrylic and oil painting. The use of
iPad-based learning and interactive Google Classroom keeps art lessons at the
cutting-edge of artistic innovation.
Each girl’s growth and progress as an artist is nurtured and celebrated in a caring,
structured environment. Each girl is professionally guided and tutored according to
her individual interests, strengths, talents and ambitions. Through specialising in their
selected disciplines: drawing, painting, sculpture, film-making, installation, animation
or photography — they are challenged to think like artists and use their chosen
media as a vehicle for self-expression.
Visits to galleries and active participation in competitions, both local and national,
afford our girls opportunities to interact with art, artists, and greater social issues
beyond the boundaries of our school.
We develop technical proficiency, attaining high levels of visual literacy, as well as
artistic and design competence. We experience the joy of dreaming, imagining,
discovering and sharing our talents.

“Durban Girls’ College is imbued with a cultural
spirit that encompasses every aspect of school
life, with Visual Arts playing a central role.”

“Dramatic Arts allows our girls to explore
their creative sides in a myriad of new
and exciting ways.”
Creative and confident communication is approached differently in each phase
to facilitate age-appropriate learning.
Drama in the Junior Primary is where our girls explore dramatisation, communication
and movement. This develops their physical skills and creativity, which boosts their
confidence. Junior Primary girls also learn how to articulate their words, project
their voices, and work in groups.
In Senior Primary Drama, girls engage in activities designed to extend them
dramatically and creatively, increase their sensitivity to and awareness of others,
and strengthen character. This is achieved through the exploration of poetry,
improvisation, story-telling and narrative techniques, as well as dance and movement.
In Grades 6 and 7, girls are encouraged to develop their skills in characterisation
and script interpretation, while Grade 7 girls perform in an annual production.
In Grades 8 and 9, the girls are exposed to Dramatic Arts which enables them to
make an informed decision for Grade 10, when they choose their Matric subjects.
This is when the specialist teaching begins and the girls learn both theoretical and
practical aspects of Dramatic Arts.
The growth and development witnessed in each girl who takes Dramatic Arts from
Grades 10 to 12 is exponential and remarkable.
All High School girls have the opportunity to participate in a number of enriching
and exhilarating theatre experiences. These include the annual House Plays Festival,
where the pupils write scripts and work in teams to perform, produce and direct their
plays; Culture Kudos, an annual event showcasing a variety of performance skills such
as dance, song and poetry; and the High School Production, each alternate year.

Dramatic Arts
“We believe that Dramatic Arts is essentially
about creative and confident communication.”

“Music is the movement of sound to reach the
education of its virtue.” – Plato
Our Music Department is a vibrant centre focusing on cultivating a passion for
music, as well as providing world-class tuition within the discipline. An appreciation
for music across the genres and an introduction to Music Theory is inculcated
through class music lessons across all three phases. Girls interested in music are
extended through private and group tuition, and practical expression of talent is
provided through activities such as choir, instrumental ensembles, marimbas and
individual instrumental performance.
Our staff comprises full-time music specialists in the High School, Senior Primary
and Junior Primary, a part-time music administrator, and part-time private
instrumental/ensemble teachers. The following instruments are offered as private
tuition by part-time music teachers: piano, violin, cello, oboe, trumpet,
saxophone, flute, clarinet, guitar, percussion, ukelele and voice.
In the Junior Primary, our girls are introduced to a selection of instruments such as
the recorder, violin, marimba, guitar and djembe drums through the Grade 2 and 3
Music Module Programme. This is a wonderful platform to recognise musical talent,
as well as which instrument best suits a child. From these modules, the girls are then
encouraged to pursue further instrument instruction if they wish. Participation
continues into and during the Senior Primary years when
the ukelele and music production are introduced.
In the High School, Music is an elective subject as part of the Creative Arts
Curriculum in Grade 8 and 9. Subject Music is offered in Grade 10, 11 and 12.
Our girls are examined on practical proficiency in their instrument, the History of
Music, Music Theory and aural skills. Extramurally, this department offers group
Music Theory classes in the afternoons. The girls sit the Associated Board of
Royal Schools of Music Theory Exam or Trinity Guildhall each year, and
our results have been excellent.

Music
“We focus on cultivating a passion for
music as well as providing expert tuition
in a variety of genres.”

Durban Girls’ College offers all instrumental music students regular opportunities
for performance through a wide range of events such as concerts, soirees, and the
annual school music competition. The High School Choir has shared the stage with the
KZNPO and the Durban Symphonic Choir on numerous occasions. The DGC Music
Department is also represented in the KZN Youth Choir & KZN Youth Orchestra. We
are proud that our young musicians regularly participate in Eisteddfods, the Queensburgh Festival of Arts, and at other prestigious musical events such as the ‘Friends of
Music’ concert series, the ‘High Achievers’ concerts – organised by SASMT – and
the ‘Young Performers’ concert series.

“My heart smiles for joy when I walk around
College House and just hear the happy and excited
voices of the girls as they form incredible and lifelong friendships.” - Lesley Small , Head of Boarding

College House is a gracious home away from home for Durban Girls’ College
boarders with beautifully-appointed, comfortable accommodation set in lush, tranquil
gardens — one would think they had wandered into a boutique hotel instead of a
boarding house! Our weekly boarding offers the ‘best of both worlds’, as girls spend
four nights on campus with their friends and three nights at home with their families.
We serve up delicious, yet nutritionally-balanced meals. These are the envy of
day-girls and staff members alike! Packed lunches are provided for the girls so that
they can enjoy lunch breaks with their friends on campus. The boarders are also
welcome to invite day-scholar friends to join them for lunch at College House.
Our school’s superb sporting facilities are conveniently situated on the
doorstep of College House, and the girls are transported to sports matches
or practices by the school driver.
Health issues are professionally and sympathetically dealt with by the school
nursing sister, while the school doctor lives nearby.
However, it is not only girls who live too far away to commute each day who
choose to board. Many girls find the structured environment beneficial and enjoy
the opportunity to immerse themselves in every aspect of school life.

College House
A Home Away from Home
“Lifelong friendships are shaped at
College House, where the girls form a
sisterhood that spans all ages.”

“We offer these experiences because they promote
global awareness on various levels, including:
education, cultural issues, and social and
community engagement.”
Our Exchange Programme is about life experiences and offers our
girls fantastic opportunities.
Our Exchange Programme has expanded to include New Zealand, the Isle of Wight in
the United Kingdom, France and Germany, in addition to the already popular partner
schools in Canada, Australia, the United States of America, Scotland, Argentina and
the United Kingdom.

“Developing a Significant Tomorrow”

The Durban Girls’ College Foundation is formed with the mission to empower
girls of promise, from less fortunate environments, with an equal opportunity
to education excellence, to uplift society as Significant Women; and assist
community projects contributing meaningfully toward a new
and Significant Tomorrow.
We proudly support the growth of South Africa and we are committed to making
a difference in our country. Contribute toward girls education, a gift to the
landscape of professional young women today.
Contact the DGC Foundation at foundation@dgc.co.za.

Namibia brings a local, African feel to the programme and our partner school in South
Africa continues to add value to our distinctive Grade 10 experience.
The Durban Girls’ College Exchange Programme is undoubtedly one of
the best in the country.
Other unique international initiatives include selected Grade 11 girls attending various
Leadership Summits throughout the year in Loudoun County, near Washington DC (USA),
Asia-Pacific (Singapore) and Normandy (France). DGC is the only girls’ school in Africa
invited to participate on these global platforms.

Global Initiatives
“The Durban Girls’ College Exchange
Programme is about life experiences
and is open to Grade 10 girls.”

The DGC Foundation

“Ensuring the continued well-being of our school
and its alumni.”

The execution of this vision is carried out through interaction and activities
focused on building relationships in 3 specific areas:
1. Current Pupils of DGC: to build relationships with learners to encourage
retention when they leave the school system.
2. Alumni Association: to encourage involvement through networking, creating a
brand for the association, greater alumni involvement in the school, and
identifying future fundraising opportunities.
3. Enkuliso & Ekujabuleni Nursery Schools: to continue the involvement,
support and upliftment of these important establishments.

Community of DGC Alumni

Over 75 years ago, our Alumni Association founded two nursery schools:
Enkuliso in Lamontville, and Enkujabuleni in KwaMashu. These two primary
schools were started in an effort to take care of children whose fathers
fought in World War 2 and whose mothers worked.
Enkuliso and Ekujabuleni have staff who care for, and teach, over 300
children from new-born to the age of six; and are financially independent
of Durban Girls’ College, but do rely on us to provide extra funding for
maintenance, building and the weekly vegetable collection.
Contact our Alumni Association on alumni@dgc.co.za.

“The Durban Girls’ College Alumni Association exists
to facilitate and actively encourage the continued
involvement of all alumni in the DGC Community”

How to become a

College Girl
We are extremely proud of our firm traditions based on Christian values and educational excellence.
Our aim is to provide a comfortable environment for a girl to fulfil her academic, sporting and
cultural aspirations, while developing confidence and independence that she will carry into
her years as a mature woman of significance.

CONTACT US
Tel: +27 31 268 7200 | www.dgc.co.za
BOOK A TOUR WITH US
marketing@dgc.co.za
ADMISSIONS ENQUIRIES
admissions@dgc.co.za
SCHOLARSHIPS & BURSARIES
Limited partial scholarships and bursaries are available at the Grade 8 level.
Scholarships are awarded on merit and bursaries on financial need.
admissions@dgc.co.za
DURBAN GIRLS’ COLLEGE FOUNDATION
We proudly support the growth of South Africa as a registered NPO.
Contribute toward girls’ education, and make a difference in our country.
foundation@dgc.co.za
DGC ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
alumni@dgc.co.za

Complete online
application & upload
supporting
documentation.

You will be notified
on the status of
your application.

Your daughter will be
invited for an entrance
assessment.

Successful applicants
will receive an email
offering them
a place at Durban
Girls’ College.

To accept our offer,
sign the contract of
enrolment and pay
the acceptance fee.

COMMITMENT | CONFIDENCE | COURAGE | EMPATHY | INTEGRITY

