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Philosopher Soren Kierkegaard penned the words, “life can only be 
understood backwards; but it must be lived forwards”. At this busy 
time of year, it is tempting to overlook the invaluable process of 
reflecting back. And, so, to avoid falling into that category, I fondly 
capture a few reflections of the Senior Primary this year.

If I could describe the gap between where we were in January, to 
where we are today, I would use one word: ‘growth’.

New leadership on a team inevitably takes everybody out of their 
comfort zones, and although this is vital for growth to occur, it 
creates numerous challenges to navigate. One of the many exciting 
tasks we have embarked on, this year, has been creating our own 
Senior Primary identity within the school. Our tree (signifying 
growth) and entrance are the start of a bigger plan, which will con-
tinue into the new year. Our corridors will be getting an upgrade 
during the December holidays, which will include new carpeting 
and beautiful lockers for our girls. 

With regards to our girls’ growth this year, not only are they taller 
than they were in January, but there has been enormous growth in 
their confidence, maturity and skill-level. Various ICT skills (iPads, 
Coding, Robotics, etc.) and Thinking Skills continue to be integrated 
into the curriculum and girls are constantly being stretched across 
all disciplines: sport, cultural and academic.

I am immensely grateful for our team of teachers, who have been 
courageous by stepping into the unknown. Our Grade Teams and 
timetables have been restructured next year to align with our 2020 
‘GROWTH’ strategy. We look forward to sharing this with you at the 
start of next year.

2019 has been a significant year for the Senior Primary. We antici-
pate an exciting 2020!

Ms Wendy Laatz
Head of Senior Primary

Good luck to our U13A Water Polo Team!
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The Grade 2 girls enjoyed beading beautiful angels with their mums at our 
Mothers’ and Daughters’ morning. Spending time with mum is always 
special!

Grade R 
girls drew, 
painted and 
decorated 
beautiful 
Christmas 
trees. They 
made salt 
dough 
Christmas 
ornaments 
in the Cre-
ation Sta-
tion. We are 
ready for 
a wonder-
ful festive 
season!

Our Grade Rs were excited to receive 
their teddy bears at their Rites of Pas-
sage, yesterday. A special thank you to 
the Parents’ Association who, so kindly, 
donated the bears to our girls.

Our Junior Primary 
was full of joyful 
Christmas cheer,
this week.

Practising Yoga, in Grade 4, keeps the body and mind healthy and active!

Our beautiful and colourful SP artworks adorn the corridors.

SP girls acknowledged the Class Mums for all their efforts and hard 
work in the SP, during assembly.

22 November 2019



P3
info@dgc.co.za www.dgc.co.za22 November 2019

From our Chaplain
When Jesus woke up, he rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Si-
lence! Be still!” Suddenly the wind stopped, and there was a great calm. 
Mark 4:39

Last Wednesday, the Grade 00s did an experiment in RE. We told water, in a glass, to 
hop into a bowl. We waited. We used a sterner tone. Nothing happened. It was all quite 
disappointing really; our words were not making the water do anything! But, then, 
we learnt about someone whose words have so much power that they are obeyed by 
water, waves and wind. His words create calmness. The people who saw Jesus speak to 
the waves and calm them down responded in fear rather than faith. But, they did ask 
a good question: “Who is this man?” As Christmas approaches, it’s a good time to re-
member that the little baby in the manger on all the Christmas cards grew up and spent 
several years answering that question. He also did some spectacular things that defy 
normal ability to illustrate his claims. With a storm outside, gathering strength as I type 
this, I’m reminded that the One whose words have power over natural things is the One 
who clothed himself with humanity in order to powerfully act on my behalf, and whose 
words are written down for me to read and wrestle with and find comfort in. He is still 
powerful. He is still there. And “the wind and waves still know his name”. 

Michelle Edgcumbe

Meet our Staff
I studied at Edgewood for four years and started my teaching career in 1983 at Brighton Beach Senior 
Primary where I stayed for 3 happy years. I then moved on to Westville Senior Primary, where I taught and 
coached sports and hockey for 8 years. In 1994, I started teaching here at Durban Girls’ College, and knew 
that I had found my ‘Tuscany’.

I am passionate about teaching and it is the only career I have ever wanted to pursue. My teaching style 
is based on the 21st Century pedagogy - which is to encourage girls to communicate effectively, show the 
power of collaborating, to be creative in their thinking and – more importantly – to be critical thinkers. In 
fact, my “go-to” acronym is MAP – Make a Plan, and my key phrase to a solution is – 1; 2; 3; before you 
come to me. In the words of Robert Frost, “I am not a teacher, but an awakener”.

My love for coaching hockey was also a dream that was realised at College. I coached hockey and organised 
many sporting tours to Mpumalanga and the Cape. This meant that I had the opportunity to build strong 
bonds with other schools, teachers, parents and girls. In 2012, I retired from the coaching role and I took on 
the role as the Remedial Teacher in the Senior Primary. This has been a highlight in my teaching career as I 
have so enjoyed seeing the girls grow in self-confidence and ability. I have recently been appointed as the 
HOD Student Affairs in the SP, and I look forward to this new chapter in my life. 

I have two “fur-babies”, Zack and Shadow – my Boston Terriers, and they keep me busy and entertained. 

Shirley Chapman

Monique Galliers-Ward
“We have more to learn from animals than animals have to learn from us.” – Anthony 
William

I am first and foremost a Christian, and a proud dog mom to my Springers – Remington 
and Roxy. I am also blessed to call a beautiful thoroughbred horse, Niles, my own.
My animals have taught me true unconditional love, responsibility, compassion, loyalty 
and sharing. These qualities, I believe, are essential to a child’s healthy development. 
Besides spending time with my animals, I enjoy running, travelling, reading, and spending 
time with my family. I grew up in White River, Mpumalanga. After qualifying as a teacher 
in 1997, I spent 7 years teaching in primary schools across London. I returned to South 
Africa, married my amazing husband, and settled in Durban. I was also fortunate enough 
to have lived and taught in Sweden. Being exposed to different ways of teaching and 
innovations in Education has excited and enriched me. 

I joined College as a full-time SP teacher in 2018, and I work at the best school, with 
wonderful colleagues and phenomenal girls who inspire me each and every day. 
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It is the last opportunity to order your Sport,
Culture & Group Photographs.

The online gallery is open until Monday morning 
(25 November 2019). 

To order, click on 

http://www.head-hunters.co.za/ 

and log in using the details below.

Username: DGCsports

Password: 11Sep2019

Sport,
Culture & 

Group
Photographs



The Week Ahead
25 November - 01 December 2019 
 Monday 25

 Tuesday 26

 Thursday 28

 Friday 29

Day 1
HS: IEB Exams
SP: Gr 7 outing to Gateway
Gr 3/SP/HS: School Ends at 13h00
16h00: DGC BOG Meeting: Trust House

Day 2
HS: IEB Exams
SP: Photographic Prize-Giving in assembly: Lecture Theatre 
09h00-13h00: Blood Drive: Miller Grove Building
Gr 3/SP/HS: School ends at 13h00
JP: 17h30: Gr 1 Parents’ Evening: JP Hall
HS: 18h00: Drama Showcase #2: Lecture Theatre

Day 3
HS: IEB Exams
SP: 08h00-11h00: Gr 6J Vida Café
HS: Crèche Party: Mitchell Park
SP: 11h00-12h00: Seniors’ Outreach Christmas Morning: Miller Grove Building
Gr 3/SP/HS: School ends at 13h00
HS: 18h00: Incoming Gr 8 2020 Parents’ Information Evening: Lecture Theatre followed by the Cocktail 
Function: Hall Foyer

Day 4
HS: IEB Exams
07h30: ‘Moms Who Pray’: College House
SP: 08h30-12h00: Gr 6B Vida Café
SP: 08h00-11h00: Gr 7 Interactive Day with Clifton: DGC
GR 3/SP/HS: School ends at 13h00
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 Wednesday 27

 Saturday 30

Day 5
HS: IEB Exams
JP: 07h40-10h10: Awards Ceremony Rehearsal: Centenary Hall
SP: 10h30-12h30: Awards Ceremony Rehearsal: Centenary Hall
Gr 3/SP/HS: School ends at 13h00

 Sunday 31
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Do the best you can until you know better. 
Then, when you know better, do better.

- Maya Angelou
“  

“




