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'Siyabonga', the headline on the front page of the Sunday Times, 
certainly depicts a proud, united South African Rugby Team as 
they held up the Webb Ellis Trophy at the Rugby World Cup final in 
Yokohama, Japan. Siya Kolisi, our Springbok captain, dedicated this 
triumph to all South Africans, saying, “We can achieve anything if 
we pull together as one” - an inspirational message to us all.  

At College, we pride ourselves in our team spirit and ability to 
achieve so much together. Our girls have, time and time again, 
shown their dedication to one another; working together as a
team in various academic, sporting and cultural activities. 

Recently, our Grade 4 and 5 girls have worked hard at preparing for 
their Drama showcase evenings – with poetry being the focus. The 
girls pulled together as one, bringing their poems to life in vibrant 
and creative ways. Our budding actresses were delighted to show 
their parents the fruits of their hard work and relished the oppor-
tunity to perform on-stage under the lights of the Lecture Theatre. 

Our ‘little’ girls and staff also displayed commendable teamwork, 
planning an excellent Christmas show and party for Makabongwe 
Crèche. Each Makabongwe child received a surprise parcel filled  
with items donated by our generous parents while College House 
provided tasty treats for the party. This was a most enjoyable 
morning and taught our girls the value of service and for caring for 
others in our community.

So, as our College girls continue to demonstrate, teamwork cer-
tainly makes the dream work! “Siyabonga” to our College girls, staff 
and parents who help make our school events so special. We’re 
sure Siya Kolisi and his world champion team would be impressed!

Carol-Anne Conradie
Head of Junior Primary

Our College and Makabongwe superheroes at the interactive Christmas show by Educate and Fascinate.
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     The Grade R girls enjoyed visiti ng 
the Clift on boys for a fun Interacti ve 
Day.

The children played and laughed together. It was a happy morning for all involved!  

The Makabongwe Christmas Party was enjoyed by all! The children watched a fun 
and interacti ve Christmas show by Educate and Fascinate and then enjoyed a picnic 
in the JP garden with their new friends.

Presents were exchanged and so were many hugs and smiles!   

Our Grade 2 girls had such fun learning how to play chess this term. They are 
now ready to challenge their dads to a game of chess!
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High School

Grade 4 girls showcasing their drama skills to parents.

Grade 5 Drama girls showcased their dramatic skills to parents.

Grade 7 girls blowing off steam, before their exams.

Jessica McCarthy 
(Grade 10) was 
reselected, for the 
fourth consecutive 
year, into the KZN 
Dance Academy. She 
will also be dancing 
at the Gala Perfor-
mance at the Play-
house, on Saturday, 
9 November 2019. 
Congratulations 
on this wonder-
ful achievement, 
Jessica! 

Grade 
6 space 
carts, 
bound
for
Mars!

Our SP 
girls,
with
their 
generous 
donations 
for the 
SPCA.

Senior Primary
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From our Chaplain
If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he will give it to you… 
James 1:5a

This week has been dominated by Rugby World Cup victory fever! Not everyone feels 
the victory as emotionally as others, and obviously the reach of a great sporting win 
is limited - it can’t solve deep and abiding social problems. But, if we let them, days 
like last Saturday can provide a renewed desire to progress in these things. Celebrat-
ing victories along the way does not mean one is blind to the work that still needs to 
be done. Discernment is necessary to respond constructively to victories and losses 
in all spheres. This kind of wisdom is held in high esteem throughout Scripture and is 
described as a gift from God. We should ask him for more of it as we seek to progress 
in personal and social growth because wisdom helps us know what to give our limited 
resources and energy to. It helps us measure and respond to circumstances and the 
opinions of others. Applying wisdom can be tiring. So, on days like Saturday, when 
we see the fruits of progress (however small or great we think that fruit is) we should 
thank God for the grace shown to us and our country in lots of ways, and celebrate it. 

Michelle Edgcumbe

Meet our Staff
I studied at Durban College of Education for four years and started my teaching career in 1995 at George 
Campbell, where I taught for seven years. After getting married and relocating to Cape Town, I spent four 
wonderful years at SACS, enjoying the mischievous nature of teaching boys-only. After I relocated back 
to KwaZulu-Natal, I taught at Glenwood High School where I spent the next six years. I started teaching at 
Durban Girls’ College in 2011, and found teaching girls challenging but also very rewarding.

I am passionate about teaching and it is the only career I have ever wanted to pursue. I love science and 
the way it connects to almost everything around us in the world. I believe students learn science by doing 
science, and that my classes are a medium through which they will learn life skills that are critical for their 
success in the future. I enjoy finding creative ways of teaching science and developing materials to help 
students engage with the content.  

My teaching philosophy is, “Diligent, motivated students who are responsible for their own learning will 
become autonomous thinkers, discerning moral agents, and engaged citizens”.

I have been married for 18 years and we have a seven-year-old son who keeps us busy and entertained. 
My interests are reading and various “arty-crafty” type projects. Family is very important to me and I love 
spending time with mine. We enjoy going to the beach and I feel we live in the best city with the best 
weather in South Africa!

Remember to swipe your MySchool MyVillage
MyPlanet card to help raise funds for what
matters most!

Melany Potgieter - Physical Science Teacher

MySchool
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SENIOR PRIMARY RESULTS

Indoor Hockey
On Tuesday, 29 October, DGC played Indoor Hockey: Results as follows:
U13A vs Fati ma U13A: drew 1 - 1
U13A vs Ashton U13A: won 1 - 0
U13B vs Crawford North Coast U13A lost 2 - 0
U13B vs Fati ma B lost 2 - 0

On Thursday, 31 October, DGC played in an Indoor Hockey Tournament: 
Results as follows:
U13B vs Atholton U13A lost 1 - 0
U13B vs Northlands U13A  lost 1 - 0
U13A vs Crawford La Lucia won 2 - 0
U13B vs Ashton won 1 - 0

Well played, girls! It was amazing to see how you have grown in the 
knowledge and understanding of the game in just 3 weeks. Thank you 
to all the Grade 7s who played Indoor Hockey this term, your value and 
input is most appreciated.

Water Polo
DGC hosted another mini tournament last Friday. 5 schools parti cipated 
and it was a busy, exciti ng aft ernoon. Our U13A and U11A teams won 
all their matches, well played, girls!

Results

Let’s Rock!
The Music Department is very excited to introduce a new syllabus to our College Girls.

The Rock School is a contemporary music exam board that operates worldwide. 
Both private and public South African schools use this syllabus extensively.

If your daughter would like to experience the invigorating feeling of being a rock star,
 please consider enrolling her in classes by four well-known Durban musicians.

Mr Ross Meintjes - Guitar - 083 784 6244
Mr Andrew Makins - Drums - 083 635 6924

Mrs Susan Barry - Piano - 083 566 5527
Mrs Madlen Tzankova - Voice - 082 756 0304 



The Week Ahead
11 November - 17 November 2019 
 Monday 11

 Tuesday 12

 Thursday 14

 Friday 15

Day 1
HS: IEB Exams
SP: Gr 7 Exams
16h00: DGC Finance Board Meeting: Trust House

Day 2
HS: IEB Exams
SP: Gr 7 Exams
SP: 07h40 - 08h10: Liaison Mums’ Assembly: Lecture Theatre
JP: 11h00: Gr 00 Orientation: JP Hall

Day 3
HS: IEB Exams
SP: Gr 7 Exams End
JP: 11h00: Gr R Orientation: JP Hall

Day 4
HS: IEB Exams
07h30: ‘Moms Who Pray’: College House
JP: 09h00: Gr 1 Orientation (Pupils): JP Classroom
JP: 17h30: Gr 1 Parents’ Evening: JP Hall
HS: 18h00: Incoming Grade 8 2020 Parents' Information Evening (Lecture Theatre), followed by Cocktail      
       Party (Centenary Hall Foyer)

P6

 Wednesday 13

 Saturday 16

Day 5
HS: IEB Exams
JP: 11h00: Gr 00 & Gr R Swimming Demonstration to parents: Pool
SP: 11h00 - 13h00: Gr 4 2020 Girls’ Orientation Fun Day: Classrooms & Peace Garden
SP: 14h00: U11 & U13 Water Polo Tournament: St Mary’s
SP: 16h00: Gr 7 Sleepover at College House

 Sunday 17
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Carry out a random act of kindness, with no expectation
of reward, safe in the knowledge that one day

someone might do the same for you. 
- Princess Diana

“ “


