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A fully subscribed girl.talk@dgc2019 took place over the long 
weekend, and it was a resounding success. The theme was health-
care, with a special focus on cancer and women’s health. The girls 
enjoyed presentations by a range of speakers, including those who 
had survived cancer and those who worked in the medical field, such 
as Dr Mama-Aso Koranteng-Peprah, (Gynaecologist and DGC Old 
Girl) whom the girls found inspiring! Our thanks to Sue Meehan and 
to those who supported her in the planning and preparation of this 
exciting event on the DGC calendar. We welcomed delegates from 42 
schools and the girls had the opportunity to network and to learn
and grow together. Girl.talk@dgc aligns with our strategic imperative 
to provide a unique educational journey and to focus on relevant
and complex societal issues, growing our girls to be significant in
whatever role or field they choose.

Being in Paarl for the U16 Top Girls’ Hockey Tournament was an 
absolute treat! We were hosted at Paarl Gimnasium and enjoyed four 
days of excellent hockey, against strong opposition. The girls played 
well, and did themselves, their families and DGC proud, not only 
on the hockey field, but off it too! They placed 11th with some very 
close games just not going their way. There was snow on the moun-
tain-tops (some distance away) and it was chilly, all of which added 
to the tournament’s charm; hot chocolate, cups of soup, homemade 
pies, boerewors rolls and lamb curry added warmth and comfort to 

the experience. Thank you to the loyal parent group who travelled 
the distance and provided wonderful support at every game, 08h00 
and 20h00 games included! We appreciated your efforts, as did the 
girls.

With August being the month of women (we’ll take it because it does 
put the spotlight on many societal challenges, but we’d like the light 
to shine brightly on these all year, year in and year out), it is fitting 
that this week’s ‘woman of significance’ is Mrs Marianne Bailey. 
Marianne’s leadership of DGC is marked by an understanding of the 
needs of each phase and her support of each of the Phase Heads in 
their respective roles. The role of Executive Head is a unique one. It 
requires a broad understanding of the scope of education from Early 
Childhood Development, through Junior Primary, Senior Primary and 
High School phases. Marianne’s inclusive and gentle leadership style 
is marked by her integrity, compassion, insight, wisdom and under-
standing of girls’ education. 

One of Marianne’s favourite bible verses reads: “For I know the plans 
I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” It seems fitting that 
these words speak to what Marianne wishes for DGC too. 

Mrs Heather Goedeke
Head of High School

16 August 2019

Our girl.talk@dgc2019 delegates having fun with Siba and Brian Mtongana.
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The Grade R 
girls used a 
Double-Bubble 
Thinking Map as a 
graphic organiser 
to show similari-
ties and differenc-
es between sharks 
and dolphins. They 
also went on a 
number treasure 
hunt in the garden. 
The girls created 
beautiful sail boats 
using dye and 
acrylic paint. The 
Drawing Box app 
was used by the 
girls to draw a fish 
on the iPads.

    The Grade 1 girls have 
learnt about 'Time' in
Mathematics. They were 
tasked to apply their
knowledge using Thinking 
Maps. They built the most 
fabulous Bridge Maps and 
Tree Maps together. What a 
collaborative and fun lesson! 

We wish all our 
girls well for their 
ballet exams on 
Friday 16 and
Saturday 17
August. “Dancing 
is creating a 
sculpture that is 
visible only for
a moment.”
-Erol Ozan  

     Our Grade 1 girls are
learning so many new
skills to improve their 
hockey. They have learnt 
that team effort gives the 
best results in their matches. 
Well done, girls!

Our Grade 00 and R girls enjoyed an entertaining and educational 'Under the Sea' show. 
They learnt so much about sea creatures, keeping our oceans clean and recycling. 

Our Grade 
4 girls had a 
wonderful time 
at Roselands; 
studying the 
wetlands, 
catching crabs 
and tasting the 
freshest cows’ 
milk!

Our SP Cross Country team trains every Wednesday 
morning at DGC in preparation for the league that 
takes place every Friday afternoon at various venues. 
The girls have run very well and the results have 
been fantastic. Keep it up, girls!

On Monday, the Primary School staff enjoyed a wonderful morning, learning and sharing 
with Thinking Schools South Africa (TSSA), as we continue to grow our thinking skills
and strategies. "Develop a passion for learning. If you do, you will never cease to grow."
  –Anthony J.D. Angelo

Senior Primary

TSSA
Thinking Schools South Africa
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girl.talk@dgc2019 - #ThisIsMe
This year, girl.talk@dgc set out to create opportunities for young women to embrace the possibility
of becoming something greater and of being able to contribute in a way that they ordinarily would
not have imagined.

Breast Cancer and Early Detection, HPV and Cervical Cancer were topics covered on our Female
Wellness Day, Friday 9 August, which was also Women’s Day. When the planning for 2019 began, it
became evident that an 'Awareness Focus' was a great way to expose girls from various backgrounds
to relevant information and to encourage them to make a difference in their communities. We heard 
from various Cancer Advocates, a specialist Breast Surgeon, an Oncologist, a Radiologist, a Psychol-
ogist and a Gynaecologist who shared their knowledge of this dreaded global disease. They outlined 
the many causes of cancer and included their personal experiences in an effort to generate critical 
awareness surrounding cancer and the statistics associated with it. Many cancer patients in the public 
sector, undergoing treatment, face many more challenges than “just beating the disease”. I met 
Meesha Naidoo in November 2018, a Breast Cancer Survivor and Warrior at the time. She spoke of 
how, through her journey of discomfort and oftentimes extreme pain, she knew she had to make a 
difference for others fighting the disease just like her. She designed and created the waterproof
'ShowerVest' which can be used by chest surgery and radiation patients to make showering more
comfortable, and selflessly donated a number of these to the public sector.

This year in April, Meesha lost her brave fight but girl.talk@dgc2019 honours her November wish to
reach as many Warriors as she can and so each delegate who registered and attended our summit
will donate a 'ShowerVest' which will no doubt change the life of the person who receives it.
The focus on Saturday 10 August, was on Entrepreneurship as a way of life – of owning your time
and making a difference because you are able to do something that you believe in and love – and get
paid for it! We hosted inspiring entrepreneurs, who amongst others, included the founder of an
NPO, a young fashion designer, two skin care revolutionaries and a celebrity chef. Many girls who came 
to girl.talk@dgc2019 are from less privileged communities and so this inspirational and educational 
space gave them the courage to follow their dreams, listen to their inner voices and to be the
‘change-agents’ they are so capable of becoming.

The many questions that the 161 young women asked were honest and thought-provoking and the
answers they received were equally real, truthful and in some ways ‘life-changing’. Many girls felt
they did not have the courage nor had been afforded the opportunity to ask these questions and so
this girl’s only space gave them the freedom and support to do that. This is at the heart of girl.talk@
dgc. It is a forum that continues to provide a safe space for young women from very different back-
grounds, to really connect with one another in a place where they can collaborate and find common 
ground, even similarities, in challenges that they face as future leaders of our country.

It has been said that 'Humanity is what makes us Equal' and so each girl has been given the opportu-
nity, through attending girl.talk@dgc, to create a sustainable, measureable and realistic action plan 
– with a new awakened awareness – to implement upon her return to her country, town, school or 
community. Together we can be the change.

One thing is certain; no two girls would have had the same experience at girl.talk@dgc2019, and so
it should be. We all have a unique fingerprint and the theme #ThisIsMe encourages them to
recognise and be the best versions of themselves - and to go on to make a real difference in the
lives of those around them.

Mrs Sue Meehan
girl.talk@dgc
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girl.talk@dgc2019 - #ThisIsMe
Girl.talk had a phenomenal line-up. I feel that I am more aware of 
the different cancers and I know how to empathise with others.
- Dhiya Maharaj - DGC delegate, Grade 10

Every second of girl.talk brought valuable lessons learned and mem-
ories made. To be able to help put the conference together was 
one of the most rewarding parts. It was a thoroughly enjoyable and 
enriching experience and I can’t wait to start coming up with new 
ideas and plans for next year ;) 
- Sarah Sparks - DGC girl.talk committee, Grade 9

Being on the committee was filled with lots of laughs alongside 
work hard. It was an unforgettable experience that brought women 
of significance together and grew each and every single one of us 
closer together through this amazing summit.
- Mikayla Edgley - DGC girl.talk committee, Grade 11

Being on the committee taught me how to lead people from all 
backgrounds and cultures, and was truly an amazing opportunity to 
experience girl.talk from a different perspective 
- Klara Robertson - DGC girl.talk commitee, Grade 11

Being on the girl.talk committee of 2019 has given me the oppor-
tunity to learn more about female wellness and entrepreneurship, 
while still helping with admin and organizing. It has been the high-
light of my term so far. Seeing the smiles of all the girls has made 
every moment worth it. I can’t wait for girl.talk 2020!
- Nomcebo Ngcobo - DGC girl.talk commitee, Grade 9

Feedback from girl.talk@dgc committee and guests

Thank you so much for having me here and allowing me to share my 
story with such beautiful and aspiring young girls. 
I’m very grateful for everything! - Shaazia Adam, Guest Speaker

I am honoured to have been a part of it. It was a truly special
experience. Thank you! If you need anything else from me,
please know I am always willing. Congratulations! 
- Lauren Pretorius, Guest Speaker from Campaigning for Cancer

Thank you so much for today. Girl.talk is honestly such a blessing 
and inspiration to all of us, especially the young girls who attended! 
I'm wishing you all the best. - Phanaso Myeza, Guest Speaker
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From our Chaplain
 ... a woman came up to Jesus with an alabaster flask of very expensive perfume, 
and she poured it on his head as he reclined at table… Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, 
wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will also be 
told in memory of her.” Matthew 26:7 and 13

The devotion that began this year’s girl.talk conference was based on Matthew 26 which 
describes an act of worship by Mary, sister of Martha and friend of Jesus. Mary’s actions are 
extravagant and she is immediately scorned by onlookers for ‘wasting’ this perfume. But Jesus’ 
priorities are different to everyone else’s and he defends Mary. She has anointed him, as an-
cient kings were anointed, and has unwittingly also anointed him for burial - he would die just 
a few days later. Her actions are entirely appropriate according to Jesus. It’s her way of saying, 
‘This is me - This is who I am and what I stand for. My life and priorities are connected to this 
King.’ She has impacted many who have been encouraged to take the same stand for their 
convictions and her legacy has survived the Dark Ages, wars, cultural shifts, postmodernism 
and more, just as Jesus said it would. Mary is a woman worth remembering and emulating as 
she points through history to a King we can call our own.

Michelle Edgcumbe

Meet our Staff

Meet our Alumna
Mama-Aso Koranteng-Peprah was one of our guest speakers at girl.talk@
dgc2019.

Mama-Aso is a Specialist Obstetrician and Gynaecologist currently in private 
practice in Pietermaritzburg. She graduated with a Bachelor of Medicine and 
Bachelor of Surgery (MBChB) degree from the University of Cape Town in 2008. 
She completed her training in Obstetrics and Gynaecology at the University 
of the Witwatersrand Johannesburg in 2016 as well as obtaining a Masters 
Degree in Medicine in Obstetrics and Gynaecology in parallel. She worked as a 
consultant and lecturer at Charlotte Maxeke Johannesburg Academic Hospital 
and the University of the Witwatersrand in 2017. Dr Peprah is a College Old Girl 
and was deputy head girl in 2002. She was a resident of College House. She has 
been married for 8 years and lives with her husband, 7 month old son and two 
cats. She enjoys music, athletics and the arts.

Her passion in the future is 'Health in Women', a new age of Obstetric and 
Gynaecological care for modern women who are informed, empowered and in 
charge of their health.

I consider myself truly privileged to be at the helm of Durban Girls’ College. My teaching 
career began at Durban Girls’ High School in 1980 as an Afrikaans teacher. I loved my
subject, which I went on to share with girls at both Westville Girls’ High and St. Mary’s 
DSG, Kloof until the end of 2013. The well-being of the girls was something close to my 
heart and my desire was to teach for more than the marks or the awards. People were, 
and will always be, important to me.

The growth of young girls has been my focus along my journey. Today my husband and
I are the very proud grandparents of three beautiful little granddaughters who live in
Pretoria. Spending time with family in the bush, in the mountains or at the sea is my
greatest personal priority. My batteries are recharged by the quiet and peace of
God’s creation.

Mrs Marianne Bailey - Executive Head

Mama-Aso Koranteng-Peprah - Class of 2002
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SENIOR PRIMARY RESULTS
  
KARATE  
Congratulations to Saryana Anthony who has achieved the grade of 
Yellow Belt. Well done Saryana.

SURFING
Congratulations to Kadence Ribbink on her selection into the
Ethekweni Surfing team.

TENNIS  
The Senior Primary played against Brighton Beach Primary School at 
Westridge Stadium in the last match of the league. DGC won all their 
matches. Well played, girls.
 
HOCKEY   
U10A vs Maris Stella U10A Won 3-0
U10B vs Maris Stella U10B Won 2-0
U11A vs Maris Stella U11A Lost 0-2
U11B vs Maris Stella U11B Won 1-0
Excellent results, well done girls.

CROSS COUNTRY 
Nikita Scruby participated in the Umlazi Cross Country. She came 
11th in the U9/10 age group and was selected for the Umlazi team 
to participate in the KZN Champs in Newcastle later this month. Well 
done, Nikita.

INDOOR HOCKEY
Well done to the following girls who have been selected for the U12 
PSI Indoor Hockey teams:
U12A - Erin Moodley
U12B - Rebekah Hompes and Olivia Verster
U12C - Josie Phillips

HIGH SCHOOL RESULTS 

HOCKEY
The U16 Hockey Team travelled to Paarl Gimnasium this past
weekend to participate in the U16 Top Schools Tournament. The
girls played with great commitment and determination and ended
off 11th. They were a credit to DGC and we would like to congratu-
late them on a wonderful weekend of hockey.
Vs DSG: Lost 3-2
Vs Herschel: Lost 2-1
Vs St Anne’s: Draw 1-1
Vs Bloemhof: Lost 3-2
Vs St John’s: Lost 1-0
Vs St Cyprian’s: Draw 0-0 Shootout 3-2 down
Vs St Anne’s: Draw 1-1 Shootout 3-0 up

SOCCER 
U14 vs Fatima: Lost 2-0
U16 vs Fatima: Lost 1-0
1st Team vs Fatima: Draw 0-0

WATER POLO LEAGUE MATCHES
U13 Inv vs Danville U14: Lost 13-7
U14 vs Danville: Won 23-0
U16 vs Danville: Won 24-2
U14 vs St Mary’s: Won 12-1
U14 vs St Mary’s: Won 15-2

CROSS COUNTRY
Congratulations to Kira Altshuler who recently participated in the 
Umlazi Cross Country Championships. She placed 4th in her age 
group and was selected for the Umlazi Team to participate in the 
KZN Championships held on 31 August in Newcastle. Well done Kira 
and good luck!

Results



The Week Ahead
19 - 25 August 2019 

 Monday 19

 Tuesday 20

 Thursday 22

 Friday 23

Day 1
JP: 08h00 - 13h00: Speech & Drama Festival: JP Hall
HS: 08h30 - 13h30: Gr 9T & 9V Excursion to Holocaust Centre: Holocaust Centre
HS: 15h00: Tennis U16B vs Fatima: Fatima
SP: 15h30: Hockey U13A vs Maris Stella: DGC
HS: 16h30: Water Polo Match 1st Team vs St Mary’s: DGC
HS: Leadership: Interviews for portfolio positions begin

Day 2
JP: 08h00 - 13h00: Speech & Drama Festival: JP Hall
JP: Virginia Art Festival: Virginia School 
SP: 14h30: Hockey vs St Henry’s: DGC
HS: Tennis: 1st Team vs St Mary’s: DGC

Day 3
SP: 07h15 - 08h00: Gr 6 Parents’ Conversation Circle: SP Drama Room
JP: 08h00 - 13h00: Speech & Drama Festival: JP Hall
JP: Virginia Art Festival: Virginia School 
SP: 15h15: Hockey U13A: DGC
13h00: School Closed
13h30 - 15h00: Staff Development
HS: 15h00 - 17h00: Water Polo League vs Durban Girls High School: DGC
18h00: Nic Spaull Presentation: Lecture Theatre

Day 4
07h30: 'Moms' Who Pray': College House
JP: Virginia Art Festival: Virginia School 
HS: 15h00: Soccer League matches vs Danville: Virginia Soccer Field
SP: 18h00 - 19h00: Gr 6 Speech & Drama Soiree: Lecture Theatre

  SP: 08h00: Hockey Fixture vs Umhlali: DGC

HS: Hockey Tournament: U16: Paarl

P7

 Wednesday 21

 Saturday 24

Day 5
JP: Virginia Art Festival: Virginia School 
JP: 08h30 - 11h30: Gr 2 Clifton & DGC Interactive Day: JP Area
SP: 14h30: Cross Country: Crusaders
HS: 16h00: Action Netball: U 16 vs St Henry’s: Action Arena
HS: 17h00: Action Netball: 1st Team vs St Henry’s: Action Arena

We are excited to host Dr Nic Spaull on the evening of 21 August 
2019. Nic is a Socio-Economist from Stellenbosch University.
He is a dynamic presenter, well-known in the corporate and
educational sectors. We look forward to the futuristic scenarios 
that he will share with us as we explore change within the
educational space.

All parents are invited to attend to attend this presentation.

Date: 21 August 2019
Time: 18h00
Venue: Lecture Theatre
RSVP: Dalene Richards 031 268 7200 or frontdesk@dgc.co.za

Refreshments will be served in the Centenary Hall Foyer from 
17h30.

 Sunday 25
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