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Congratulati ons to Zoë Pearson (Dux) and Louise Hancock (Runner-up to Dux). Seen at our Senior Primary 
Prize-Giving together with Mr Grant Adams (Guest of Honour), Mr Ken McIntosh (Chairman of the Board of 
Governors), Mrs Lynne van Dellen (Head of the Senior Primary) and Mrs Marianne Bailey (Executi ve Head).
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A familiar song, oft en heard in supermarkets at this ti me of the year 
contains the line “Tis the season to be jolly”. This got me thinking! 
The song aptly sums up what is generally associated
with Christmas.  It is, however, so much more. 

We recognize it as the advent season, a Christi an celebrati on of the 
birth of Jesus and of course holiday ti me! As a school, we celebrate 
Christmas twice offi  cially. Our Junior Primary Christmas evening last 
week was a multi -cultural celebrati on including mannequins, the 
traditi onal Mary, Joseph and Baby Jesus as well as angels, wise men 
bearing gift s and of course the animals who witnessed the event, 
to name a few. We had some smiles as we witnessed angels pull 
halos over their eyes and the various parti cipants being nudged to 
perform at the given moment. This did not, however, detract from 
the evening; neither did the waving at loved ones spott ed in the 
audience. It added to the happy atmosphere as we witnessed our 
girls enjoying themselves. 

On Wednesday we will have a more formal, and perhaps more 
reverent, reminder of the Christmas message. May we be reminded 
of the good news and the abundant blessings we experience as a 
school and as families. 

This year there have been a number of challenges to us around 
the celebrati on of Christmas. One such message encouraged 
small acts of kindness each day as we count down to Christmas 
day as opposed to opening chocolates! Another encouraged us 
to be present rather than buy presents, to wrap someone in a 
hug, rather than to wrap presents, to send love and not gift s, to 
donate food as opposed to shopping for food, to make mem-
ories and not cookies and, lastly, to be the light for someone 
else rather than just seeing the Christmas lights. While these 
and many more such memes make us smile, I believe that they 
should touch a chord as well. We allow ourselves to be swept up 
in the commercialism, which Christmas has become, and forget 
to spare a thought for the many for whom it will not be a jolly 
ti me.

I wish you all a happy holiday, a ti me away from the busyness of
termly routi ne and a ti me to reinvest in family. My message for 
us all is to experience the Spirit of Christmas, which is Peace, 
the Gladness of Christmas, which is Hope and the Heart of 
Christmas, which is Love. 
    
Mrs Marianne Bailey
Executi ve Head
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Senior Primary
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   Elf Day: A very naughty Elf 
visited the Grade 00 class and 
disrupted all their lessons.

Junior Primary

    Grade 4 girls proudly displaying their
beauti ful chariots, which they made in class.

    Kate Hill and Erin Besnard donati ng their school 
shoes to Sole to Sole aft er their last exam for Matric.

    Last week, some of our High School girls spent several hours in the library 
covering books with plasti c for Our Anchor of Hope Africa. Over 300 books 
were covered for the NPO's literacy programme in Clayton and Natest Primary 

   Animal Club fundraiser 
for Monkey Helpline, 
supported and enjoyed 
by all, including our 
furry College friends!

05.12.2018

    Our annual Teddy Bears Picnic marked the 
end of a wonderful year in Grade R. Thank 
you to the PA for giving each girl a beauti ful 
teddy bear.

   The Junior Primary girls enjoyed 
parti cipati ng in our annual
Christmas Celebrati on. Everyone 
enjoyed Santa, Frosty the Snow-
man and our Nati vity scene.

    Lathitha Ntlahla stands proudly next to 
her name which has been engraved on 
the SP Honours Board, for Synchronised 
Swimming. Well done, Lathitha! We are 
so proud of you!

High School
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Musical Melodies

05.12.2018

at Mt Edgecombe Country Club

On Sunday afternoon, Durban Girls’ College’s musical talent was showcased at the annual Mt Edgecombe Country Club Christmas
Market. From soloists through to ensembles, marimbas, the choir and the orchestra – and ending with Christmas Carols in the evening. 

    Mt Edgecombe is a beautiful green tranquil 
setting and the lawn was filled with families 
sitting on picnic blankets enjoying the music. 

    Bravo Mrs Dana Hadjiev, the Music
Department and our musicians for another 
incredible performance!



P4
info@dgc.co.za www.dgc.co.za

Grade 3 Rites of Passage

05.12.2018

Today marked the end of our year. The 
Junior Primary girls wished the Grade 
3s farewell as they sang the school song 
together. ‘We love to work and we love 
to play, we get to do most every day, 
here at our wonderful school, we love 
you DGC’

   Thank you to the Parents’ 
Association for donating a 
beautiful Panama hat keyring to 
each Grade 3 girl at her farewell 
breakfast. 
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Grade 7 Bell-Ringing Ceremony 

05.12.2018

This week our Grade 7 girls and parents attended a Rites 
of Passage Bell-Ringing Ceremony to signify the end of 
their years in the Senior Primary. Today was a particularly 
poignant farewell, being the end of Mrs Lynne van Dellen’s 
four year journey with our Grade 7s. There were hugs and 
tears as Mrs van Dellen said goodbye.

The ceremony was followed by a gift presentation and tea in 
the Peace Garden.  The Grade 7s, represented by Mrs Tanya 
Cooper, presented College with two beautiful concrete 
flower pots and a water fountain.  Mrs Leigh Corbett, from 
the Parents’ Association, presented each girl with a block 
mounted photograph of the Grade 7 play, Into Neverland. 
Mrs van Dellen remarked on how each and every girl had 
experienced personal growth during their Senior Primary 
years and were more than "ready for High School". Rites of 
Passage create significant moments and cherished memo-
ries as the girls follow their journey through Durban Girls’ 
College.
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From our Chaplain

A KZN native, Greytown born, Lynne van Dellen attended Pietermaritzburg Girls' High 
before completing a Bachelor of Music degree at the University of Natal, Durban; an 
Honours degree, majoring in Education. 'Coming at' education from a completely
different angle to other training paths, teaching for Lynne is not only about subjects 
but always about the whole child. She considers focus on strengths found in every 
aspect of a child's life imperative, acting as a springboard to success. 

Twelve years in Jewish education, a tenure at Roedean and Deputy Headship in the 
Kyalami Schools' Group as Academic and Cultural Head before coming to College 
have afforded her the opportunity to focus on her first-love; allowing children to 
develop the best version of themselves.

Lynne loves musical pursuits and tries to spend time playing her piano; it is a source 
of solace and reflection whatever her mood. Distance walking provides the all-im-
portant physical outlet which creates, what she calls her 'head-space'. Although, she 
admits this is an activity that often is sidelined in the busyness of life. She is probably 
best known for her quotations and always has one at hand. 

She has loved her time at College!
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Lynne van Dellen
Head of Senior Primary

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth, shout for joy before the 
Lord, the King. Let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains 
sing together for joy; let them sing before the Lord, for he comes 
to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness and 
the peoples with equity. Psalm 98:4,8,9

“Joy to the world, the Lord is come, let earth receive her king…”
We’ll be singing this famous hymn at our school Carol Service on 5 December. What 
a great way to conclude the school year. This, and many other carols, remind us that 
Christmas is not only about mince pies, fairy lights, catering for big family lunches, 
and long queues in Woolies. Published by Isaac Watts in 1719, the hymn’s lyrics are 
based partially on Psalm 98. It is a call to sing, to celebrate and to join with the whole 
of creation in praising God’s king, one who is called God himself, and his long awaited 
coming in to the world for our good and his glory. Joy to the world, and joy to your 
heart, this Christmas. 

Meet our Staff

Michelle Edgcumbe

Meet our Alumna

The Galleon Award Recipients 1997
Mr John Nel, Ms Heather Cross, Prof Elizabeth Sneddon,
Mrs Barbara Dowell

Professor Elizabeth Sneddon (Class of 1925) was a speech and drama teach-
er, a theatrical director and an academic. She was educated at Durban Girls' 
College where she was both Head Girl and Dux in 1925.

After school, Professor Sneddon completed an MA Honours Degreen in English 
from Glasgow University, followed by a Post-graduate Diploma in Pedagogy 
from London University. She also attended the Royal Academy of Music where 
she obtained a Licentiate.

In 1946, Professor Sneddon was appointed Head of the Department of English 
at the University of Natal. The Elizabeth Sneddon Theatre was named after her 
in 1981 in recognition of her contribution to promoting Speech and Drama in 
universities and schools in South Africa.

In 1997 she received the Old Girls' Galleon Award for bringing honour to DGC 
through her achievements. 

Professor Elizabeth Sneddon
(1907 - 2005)
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HIGH SCHOOL

Congratulati ons to Erin Lazarus in Grade 9 who  has been selected 
to represent KZN in the  SA Blackball Pool Championships in both 
the U18 division as well as the ladies division, which  will be taking 
place in Empangeni. Well done Erin, we wish you all the best!

SENIOR PRIMARY

Water Polo:

DGC hosted our fi rst Nati onal U13 Water Polo tournament on
Friday 23 and Saturday 24 November.  We hosted two Joburg 
schools in College House and had an array of food vendors, coff ee 
and entertainment. It was such a vibrant, exciti ng weekend of
Water Polo. Congratulati ons to both our U13A and U13B who
performed excepti onally well. U13A came 2nd and U13B 6th out
of nine schools.

Results are as follows:

U13A
Pool matches
DGC vs Maris Stella B won 23 - 0
DGC vs St Dominic’s A won 8 - 7
DGC vs Thomas More won 15 - 0
Quarter Final - DGC A vs DGC B won 19 - 0
Semi-fi nal - DGC A vs Maris Stella A won 7 - 2
Final – DGC lost 1 – 6 to St Dominic’s A

U13B 
DGC vs Curro Hillcrest won 11 – 3
DGC vs St Dominic’s B lost 1 – 4
DGC vs St Sthithians lost 0 – 20
DGC vs Maris Stella A lost 0 – 13
Quarter Final – DGC B vs DGC A lost 0 – 19
Play-off  match (5 – 8th) – DGC B vs St Dominic’s B drew 5 – 5 and 
then won on penalty shoot out
Play-off  5th & 6th positi on – DGC B vs Thomas More A lost 4 – 9
Final positi on 6th out of 9 schools – an incredible achievement for 
a team consisti ng of one grade 7, one grade 6 and ten
grade 5 players!

Inter-House Water Polo:
Congratulati ons to Churchill on winning the Senior Primary 
Inter-House Water Polo.

Inter-House Gala:
Congratulati ons to Rutherford on winning the Senior Primary 
Inter-House Gala. 

Squash:
On Tuesday 20 November we played a friendly match against St 
Mary’s at St Mary’s. There was great excitement and even bett er 
play on the court. Well done to the squash team in winning 
the match 14 – 5.

Soccer:
On Friday 23 November, 38 SP girls played Acti on Soccer against 
Chelsea at Crusaders Sports grounds. This was their fi rst match of 
the term and had so much fun. Well played girls!

Results
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The Week Ahead
3 - 9 December 2018 
 Monday 03

 Tuesday 04

 Thursday 06

 Friday 07

Day 1
HS: 07h45-15h00: Adams and Griggs Book Sales
WS: 08h40-09h40: Carol Service Rehearsal
SP: 09h40-11h20: Gr 6 & 7 Choir Girls: Essenwood Reti rement Home
JP: 10h30: Gr 00 & R end of School Day
JP: 11h00-12h15: Awards Ceremony: Gr 1, 2 & 3: Centenary Hall
HS: Drama Showcase # 3
18h00: Clift on Prize-Giving: Gr 4-7: Clift on

Day 2
SP: 07h40-08h40: Celebrati on Assembly: Lecture Theatre
WS: 08h40-08h40: Carol Service Rehearsal: Centenary Hall
SP: 09h00-11h30: Gr 7 Bell Ringing & Tea and PA Gift  Presentati on: SP Drama Room & Peace Garden
SP: 13h00: Staff  Christmas Lunch
17h45: College House Christmas Dinner: College House

Day 3
JP: Break Up Day
JP: 08h30: Gr 3 Parents & Girls’ Farewell Breakfast: JP Hall
JP: 09h30: Gr 3 Rites of Passage: JP Hall/Aquati cs Centre
HS & SP: 18h00: Carol Service: Centenary Hall
Clift on School Break Up Day
Day 4
HS & SP: 10h30: Break Up Day for Girls
Staff  Christmas Lunch

Day 5
Break Up Day for Staff 
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 Wednesday 05

Christmas is a season not only
of rejoicing but of refl ection

Winston Churchill
“ “

 Saturday 08 Day 6
IEB Marking Begins

 Sunday 09
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