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In an age when we are constantly reminded of the threat of artificial 
intelligence, one does well to remember what it means to be human. 
We need to foster this humanity above all and we need to focus on 
the values, which reveal our humanity. It is fitting that we focus on 
values this month when we remember past President Mandela, a 
giant in terms of values.

As a school we have chosen the following values to underpin who we 
are, what we do and what we stand for: Empathy, Integrity, Courage, 
Confidence and Commitment. We live in a world, which needs these 
fundamental values to be modelled in order that we may all benefit 
from them.   

At our first Assembly for this term, Ms Michelle Edgcumbe, our Chap-
lin, focused on Grace, another value, and what this means. I share 
some of her thoughts with you now. It is a word, which resonates 
with many, and it stands in direct contrast to the abuse of power. It 
has a few different meanings depending on context, but one of those 
describes the way in which a person reacts to, and treats, others. This 
would include being measured, generous and responding with unde-
served kindness. Being gracious carries this feeling of generosity with 
it. It is not just ‘being nice’. It is deeper than that. In addition, often it 
involves an attitude of forgiveness. It is how we react when someone 
says something careless without realising or when someone makes 
a mistake and later apologises; when someone reacts unhelpfully to 

something we say or do or wear. It is about giving others the benefit 
of the doubt.

Grace is not about being weak. It is not allowing someone to walk all 
over you. It is about choosing to remember that there is a context 
to everyone’s situation, not just mine. It is about being willing to be 
patient and to forgive when someone asks for it, and even when he 
or she does not. 

This is an attitude many would value in others, which means we 
should value it in ourselves as well. Christians are deeply aware of 
the grace of God who loves us despite our failures. This is indeed true 
grace - to love and sacrifice when we are at our most unlovable.

Therefore, bearing with one another, forgiving one another, being 
gracious, are key characteristics of the Christian life. For ALL of us, 
these traits are valuable and need to be cultivated. This is apt in 
light of Mandela Day later this week. As we remember our former 
president and his fine example of graciousness, it should give us even 
more motivation to grow grace in ourselves.

Marianne Bailey
Executive Head

19 July 2019

A unique College Moment. Our girls and staff honouring Madiba, on Mandela Day. 
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The Grade 12 mentors organised a fun-filled morning to 
strengthen their bond with the Junior Primary girls. 

Congratulations 
to Miss Grainger, 
our Grade R    
teacher, on her 
engagement to 
Matt Bielovich.  

     The Grade R girls kickstarted Term 3 with their 
'Under the Sea' theme for Creative Day. They 
made mermaids, 3D fish and clams.

Every little girl engaged in 
the Superheroes theme and 
dressed to fit the occasion. 
The idea of the picnic
ignited much enthusiasm 
among both senior and 
junior girls and it was 
wonderful to see the warm 
relationship between them. 

Our Senior 
Primary 
Hockey 
Team flew to 
Johannesburg 
this week. 
Our girls will 
be playing in 
tournaments 
at St Mary’s 
in Pretoria 
this weekend.
Good luck 
girls!

Our SP girls are loving the new tree in their
entrance space. The tree symbolises growth in 
the Senior Primary. 

Senior Primary

High School

       Kereena Bhana, Youngeun Kim,      and Zoe Pearson       have 
qualified to the 3rd Round of the South African Maths Olympiad.
These girls will be writing on 25 July at Kearsney College.
Well done, girls!

We are also overjoyed that 5 other 
College girls were placed in the Top 
100. They are: Holly Munks, Gemma 
Erskine, Andrea Reddy, Samira 
Salduker and Olivia Bradshaw; 
ensuring that ours is the only school 
this year with six pupils in the Top 
100. Girls, we are really proud of 
your achievements. A huge 'Thank 
you' goes out to the teachers in the 
English Department who gave of 
their time and expertise to prepare 
our girls for this Olympiad.
Well done, girls!

We are delighted that Caitlin Honeywell (Grade 12) achieved 11th position in 
the 2019 De Beers English Olympiad, “Hidden Truth”. This is an outstanding 
achievement, as there were over 5500 entries this year, and it is a nationwide 
examination. As part of her prize, Caitlin was invited to attend the 2019
National Schools Festival in Grahamstown from 25 - 30 June 2019, courtesy of 
the English Olympiad Foundation. Caitlin thoroughly enjoyed the celebrations!
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This Mandela Day, our girls had fun starting 
their ‘Eco bricks’ by bringing empty 2L bottles 
and bags of non-biodegradable plastics to 
school. They began filling their bottles during 
the morning, then created a shape of a heart 
and 67 on our field, holding their bottles, in 
honour of Mandela Day. 

We believe that
every day is a
Mandela Day,
therefore our girls
will take their bricks 
home and continue 
filling them. One 
month from now,
we will gather the
Eco bricks and
distribute them.
Lets continue
making Eco bricks
for a cleaner,
plastic-free
environment!

Nine exchange students currently visiting DGC from USA, 
Scotland and UK were thrilled to take part in our Mandela 
Day campaign where they spent 67 minutes creating an
Eco brick with the whole school!

      Our DGC Cafe Flava delivered 67 sandwiches to homeless communities on
Mandela Day. Thank you for your generosity, ladies!

High School continued

Make every day a Mandela Day

During the holidays, 
Ella Macpherson 
(Grade 9) and Aimée 
Ash (Grade 10) were 
part of the KZN Youth 
Choir that toured to 
Slovenia, Croatia and 
Vienna. The choir won 
first place in the mixed 
choir category in the 
Summa Cum Laude 
Youth Music Festival 
2019 which was held in 
Vienna. Bravo, girls!
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From our Chaplain
...we look forward with hope to that wonderful day when the glory of our great 
God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, will be revealed.  Titus 2:13,14

O Siyeza, o siyeza, sizofika webaba noma (we are coming, we are coming, we will arrive 
soon) Siyawela lapheshaya lulezontaba ezimnyama (we are crossing over those dark 
mountains) Lapha sobheka phansi konke ukhulupheka (where we will lay down our 
troubles)  From ‘The Crossing’ by Johnny Clegg and Savuka

This week our country is remembering. We are recalling the graciousness of our 
beloved Madiba, and we are also humming Johnny Clegg tunes in our heads as we 
collectively feel the loss of a man with a great heart. How poignant are the lyrics of this 
familiar song as we consider the brevity of life. And how comforting are the words of 
Titus 2 which teach us that God longs for us to take up His invitation to lay down our 
burdens at the cross, which ultimately leads to an eternal laying down of all troubles, 
and an unbroken forever across those dark mountains in the presence of our Maker, 
Saviour, and King. 

I’m a proud College Old Girl (Class of 2014) and I’m excited to be interning in the Marketing 
Department for the second half of the year. 

A line from one of my favourite quotes by F. Scott Fitzgerald is, “For what it’s worth, it’s 
never too late to be whoever you want to be.” This line is fitting as I was fortunate enough 
to take a 6 month break after completing my studies in 2018 to decide which direction I 
wanted to steer my career in. Some of the part-time work I did during my studies include 
being a Creative Assistant at Ruby+Swallow and being one of the first Brand Ambassadors
of the Career Centre at Varsity College (Durban North). These opportunities made me
realise that I enjoy interacting with and helping other people, and also being creative. 

I have graduated with a BA Honours in Communication and a BA Corporate Communication 
degree – both of which I studied through the IIE’s Varsity College. These qualifications cover 
a broad range of communication-related career opportunities (PR, Advertising, Marketing 
etc.) but I wish to work within the school environment and eventually the hotel industry 
which is why I believe that this opportunity is perfect to gain experience. Thank you for the 
warmest welcome back! 

Congratulations to our staff members who were awarded certificates for
completing a basic computer course. This course entailed Microsoft Word, 
Excel, Google Mail and Google Calendar. 

We would like to congratulate Thembi Shangase, Bongani 
Maphumulo, Michael Mngadi, Khanyisa Khumalo, Lindokuhle 
Zimu, Dorris Mtshokotshi, Nwabisa Ndiki, Nhlanla Mhlongo, 
Sam Mthambeki, Mercy Kweyama and Nkosi Mngadi. 

Michelle Edgcumbe

Cherise Nepaul - Marketing Intern

Staff IT Training
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SP RESULTS

Badminton
Hadiyah Carrim, Grade 6, represented KZN at the SA U13 
Championships and Inter-Provincials in Bloemfontein.
She reached the semi-finals in the SA Championships for 
girls’ doubles and quarter finals for girls’ singles.  She re-
ceived an overall week grading of No 1 in her section
and also received a National Grading of No 4 in South Africa.  
Well done, Hadiyah.

Results



The Week Ahead
22 - 28 July 2019 

 Monday 22

 Tuesday 23

 Thursday 25

 Friday 26

Day 1
JP: Extra Curricular starts
JP: 08h00-14h10: Gr 00 – Gr 3 Talking Drums: JP Hall
SP: 14h30: Tennis League vs Chelsea: DGC
HS: 15h00: Tennis League U16A vs DGC U16B: DGC
HS: 16h30-18h30: Gr 10 Parents Evening: Miller Grove Building

Day 2
JP: 07h30-08h15: Gr 00 – Gr 1 Muffin Morning: JP Hall
SP: Gr 5 -7 Trulife Productions: Lecture Theatre
HS: 15h00: Tennis League: 1st Team vs Fatima: DGC
SP: 15h30: Hockey U13 vs Glenwood: DGC
National Independent School’s Chaplins Conference: Mpumalanga

Day 3
SP: 07h15-08h00: Gr 4 Parents’ Conversation Circle: SP Drama Room
JP: 07h30-08h15: Gr 2 – 3 Muffin Morning: JP Hall
National Independent School’s Chaplins Conference: Mpumalanga
 
Day 4
07h30: ‘Moms Who Pray': College House
SP: 09h00-12h00: Gr 7 Market Day: Peace Garden
HS: 10h35-11h35: Maths Olympiad Third Round: Centenary Hall
17h30-19h30: Old Girls’ Reunion Cocktail Party: College House
National Independent School’s Chaplins Conference: Mpumalanga

HS: 08h00: Youngleson Tennis Tournament 1st Team: St Mary’s
HS: 09h00-12h00: Gr 12 English Grammar Bootcamp: Lecture Theatre

P6

 Wednesday 24

 Saturday 27

Day 5
09h00-16h00: Old Girls’ Reunion Day & Lunch: Miller Grove Building
HS: 13h10-13h20: Leadership: Shortlist for the 5 Heads position announced: Mrs Ridgway Classroom
SP: 13h30: Hockey Fixture vs Glenwood: Queensmead
SP: 14h30: Cross Country League: Crawford North Coast
HS: 14h00: Soccer: Three Schools/Dokies
Action Netball: Action Arena 
HS: 14h30: vs Curro Mount Richmore
HS: 16h30: vs Durban North College
HS: 14h30: U16 vs Durban North College
HS: Gr 9 French Day: St Anne’s College
HS: isiZulu Girls: IsiZulul Cultural Festival: St Nicholas College
SP: 16h00: Gr 6 Sleepover: College House
National Independent School’s Chaplins Conference: Mpumalanga

 Sunday 28

info@dgc.co.za www.dgc.co.za19 July 2019

And as we let our own light shine,
we unconsciously give other people

permission to do the same.
Nelson Mandela

“ “


