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I had the privilege of attending the SAGSA (South African Girls’ Schools 
Association) Conference last week. The theme of ‘Girls on the Move’ 
aligned with our strategic flag of ‘a unique educational journey’. It is 
most apt that one of the main conference sponsors, Gautrain, use the 
slogan ‘For people on the move’. At the same time, our Grade 9s were 
on the move.

The emphasis was on the 4th Industrial Revolution in which we find 
ourselves and the implication thereof on the education of girls. I would 
like to share some pertinent thoughts from the conference with you.

Dr Barbara Jensen-Vorster, Senior Executive Manager Communica-
tion and Marketing at the Gauteng Management Agency, shared the 
lessons she had learnt from being involved in the project from the be-
ginning to date. Her message for women was to work with passion and 
to face the wind. In fact, do not fear the storm, but rather face it. She 
reminded us of the need for integrity and that when all is done, and 
you go home, ‘you’ are all you have. Whilst she agreed that it is good 
to celebrate success, one must do so with humility. One is bound to fail 
at some point and she encouraged us to do so with dignity. Then you 
need to know that you must be willing to lose some battles as well. 

Both Prof Habib, Vice Chancellor and Principal of the University of the 
Witwatersrand, and Megan Murphy, Executive Director of the National 
Coalition of Girls’ Schools, stressed that while women still face
challenges in a male dominated world, girls are holding their own. 
At Wits 56% of all students are female and they make up 68% of the 
Medical faculty. In the USA girls are 6 times more likely to engage with 
Maths, Science and IT, and three times more likely to tackle Engineer-
ing. There are clear indications that girls are indeed on the move and 
there are many opportunities, in fact more so in South Africa
according to Prof. Habib!

Speakers also addressed some of the issues facing girls and the ‘soft 
skills’ that need developing. Exposure to cyberbullying is a reality. 
Dealing with perfectionism and body image add to the anxiety young 
girls are experiencing.  Leeann Naidoo, a change management consul-
tant, encouraged the teaching of compassion, which teachers need to 
role model. Her rationale is based on the skills, which are likely to be 
performed by robots in the near future. She said it was essential to 
keep the human spirit alive.

Dr. John Thurlow, Executive Director of Learning Matters, made
himself very vulnerable when he shared thoughts around 21st
century children, body image and a case study. The digital space, 
which is available for 24 hours a day, is invasive and he recommended 
that cell phones be handed in to parents at night. Social media 
focuses on appearance and not values. Whilst young people are
connected, it is not on an emotional level. He referred to selfie
disease and the need to enhance your looks. The case study was in 
fact the story of his own daughter and how she had dealt with issues 
such as those he shared, and the impact it had on his family.

The last speaker, Robyn Banks, addressed the Power of the Mind 
and the role that we can play in taking control of our attitudes. He 
compared the 'Victim' to the 'Victor' mindset and spoke of improving 
personal energy. He reminded us that negative thoughts have the 
power to disenable us and that by dwelling on the past or perceived 
injustices, we create unhappiness and dissatisfaction. A negative 
self-image develops into a self-belief and ultimately informs how we 
talk about ourselves or self-speak. We have the choice to create a 
new reality.

Then closer to home, we had our own girls on the move! The Grade 
9s were involved in either the uHambo or the Home Journey. On both 
journeys the girls faced challenges, had to dig deep and keep moving. 
The director of Spirit of Adventure, Rudi Clark, shared the following 
thoughts with the girls before they headed for the mountains:
He encouraged them to listen to the silence and to receive a message 
from the mountains. The opportunity to unplug completely and to 
wrap oneself in silence is experienced too rarely in the busyness and 
noise of life.

The girls found this challenging and intriguing at the same time. Many 
of them described the silence as deafening. Some of the girls shared 
their messages from the mountains, while others will hopefully carry 
these in their hearts in the months ahead. One thing is for sure, the 
journeys kept girls moving in more ways than one!

Mrs Marianne Bailey
Executive Head

31 May 2019



Our Grade 00 girls
are learning so much 
at school. They had 
such fun making a flow 
chart to help them un-
derstand the process 
of making cheese.
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The Grade 2
girls used 
Thinking Maps 
to enhance 
their learning 
whilst exploring 
Ancient Egypt. 
Our girls love 
their creative 
days.

Flow charts were used as a thinking tool to help the Grade 3s
make their delicious, healthy rice wraps.  

Grade 4 girls, wearing their Thinking Hats in order to solve problems.

    Grade 4 
girls
enjoying
and
exploring
the coding 
and virtual 
reality
programme, 
If I were a 
wizard.

Grade 5 girls fully focused and enjoying testing the properties of 
different materials during their Natural Sciences lesson.

      Grade 6 girls 
embarked on an 
electoral campaign 
and went to the 
polls this week to 
cast their ballots, 
in their classroom. 
An educational and 
lovely real-life
experience for 
them! 

Senior Primary

Inspiring 
creativity is key 
on our creative 
days.
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Oscar Wilde said “To live is the rarest thing in 
the world. Most people exist, that is all”. 

Having gone on the uHambo, I feel like I
understand Oscar Wilde. For 9 days, we lived. 
We pushed ourselves hard, and things
happened. Shirts were stained, muscles
were sore, but we lived. We drank from
streams, we slept under stars, we walked in 
unimaginably majestic mountains, we talked
and we laughed.

I need to say my thanks to everyone involved, 
this was a truly collaborative effort.

Miss Jennifer Harrison

The purpose of the Home Journey is to instill compassion, to see how others exist and to live by
giving something back to the community. In the words of Desmond Tutu, “Do your little bit of
good where you are; it's those little bits of good put together that overwhelm the world.”
Although the Home Journey was not physically challenging, it provided an emotionally stimulating 
experience for the girls who engaged in various outreach acticities at Makabongwe Pre-Primary 
and Clayton Primary. The girls were introduced to and participated in the Shine Literacy
Programme. This programme made use of school readers, fun games, puzzles and many other 
fun activities. Our girls also assisted at a book sale at Windermere Centre where funds were raised 
for the Shine Literacy Programme as well as covering books for Clayton’s library. We are
proud of the girls efforts and know that their little acts went a long way in assisting those less
fortunate than them.

Grade 9 uHambo 2019

Grade 9 Home Journey 2019
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From our Chaplain

Meet our Staff

Meet our Alumna

And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted 
up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. Acts 1:9

This week Christians around the world commemorated Ascension Day. Some 
may have held services, some may have just spent a few minutes by themselves 
considering the importance of what this day remembers. There are many encour-
aging and wonderful things that resulted from this event 2000 years ago. Below is a 
quote which comes from an article by David Mathias called ‘The Outrageous Claim 
of the Ascension’ written to educate and remind Christians about some of these:
‘The ascension reminds us that Christianity is not only an historical faith, but a faith 
of the present and future. Jesus is, right now, in glorified humanity on the throne 
of the universe, wielding as the God-man “all authority in heaven and on earth” 
(Matthew 28:18). He is not just our suffering servant who came and died and rose 
triumphant, but our actively ruling, actively conquering king.’ 

I started out with a Diploma (HDE+4) in Education from Springfield College of Education 
teaching Mathematics and Physical Science. In 1999, I tutored Mathematics in the Science 
and Engineering Programme at the University of Durban-Westville (UDW), thereafter
lecturing Engineering Mathematics over the next three years.

My first teaching post was at Grosvenor Boys’ High School where I spent 15 wonderful and 
successful years. After so many years, I was looking for a new adventure and challenge,
and found this at Durban Girls’ College in 2017. I am currently teaching Mathematics up
to Matric level and find the school environment an absolute pleasure to be part of.

The first thing I got involved in at College was the girls’ soccer. I have a passion for soccer as 
I also play for a teachers’ soccer club. Last year was the first time that girls received medals 
in assembly for a tournament they participated in. This was a very proud moment for us all 
at College.

Leigh-Anne Nathan was born in Durban and attended Durban Girls' College, studied 
secretarial practice at Durban Technicon and worked in the travel field for 30-plus 
years.  She now lives in Cape Town with her husband and two adult sons and has 
worked with the Shine Literacy Programme in Cape Town since 2005.  

"I first discovered Shine in 2005 after reading an article in the local neighbourhood 
Tatler newspaper, and it really inspired me.  It operates with volunteers who have a 
love of reading and children.  No previous teaching experience is necessary, you just 
need to attend Shine's training course.  I've now worked at Shine for around 11 years, 
supporting about 20 children over this period and can honestly say that nothing feeds 
my soul or holds my attention more than this weekly time.  Actually, I feel that
everyone at Shine is doing God's work, and I encourage anyone who can spare an 
hour a week to sign up with them."

To hear more about Leigh-Anne's inspiring story and the impact she had on a young 
boy, by the name of Lufefe Kwetshube, read this article:
https://www.thislifeonline.co.za/leigh-anne-and-lufefe/

Michelle Edgcumbe

Vikash Raghunandan - High School Mathematics Teacher

Leigh-Anne Nathan

https://www.thislifeonline.co.za/leigh-anne-and-lufefe/
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SP RESULTS
Well done and congratulations to:
Emily Macqueen: selected for the KZN swimming team.
Erin Moodley: selected for the KZN hockey team.
Kitty Ribbink: Competed in the KZN Duathlon Championships: 2nd 
place in the U12 age group.
Lia Primich: Participated in The Durban North Irish Dancing Feis 
(“Fesh”) competition at St Mary’s: achieved a gold, bronze and silver 
medal. She was placed 4th and 5th overall in the two beginner 
pre-championship sections. We are proud of you girls!

HS RESULTS
Swimming
Mikhaela de Oliveira and Ashley Ebing have been selected to the KZN 
schools swimming team. Well done girls on this fantastic achievement.

Duathlon
Kayla and Kira Ribbink competed in the KZN Championships and have 
subsequently been selected for the KZN team. Well done on this
wonderful achievement!

Championship Results
U16 girls
Kayla - 1st
Kira - 2nd

Hockey
Vs Fatima 
1st Team won 1 - 0
2nd Team won 1 - 0
U14A won 1 - 0
U14 B won 2 - 0

Tennis
Anna Wise has been selected by Tennis South Africa to take part in a 
training camp in Stellenbosch from 7 - 10 June followed by a selection 
to represent South Africa in a Junior U14 “fed cup “in Algeria. What a 
phenomenal achievement Anna. Well done and good luck!!

KZN Hockey selections

KZN Hockey Reps
U14A
Storm Dunford
Jenna Readen

U14B
Tannah Smith
Jessica  Adams
 
U16A
Keara Dunford
Olivia Sharratt
Amanda Holmes
 
U16B
Jody Smart
Julia Bernett
Bianca Borregerio 

U18A
Anna Teversham
Amba Brown
Bulelwa Mzimela 

U18B
Emma Sharratt
Jenna Stichelbout

Results
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The Week Ahead
03 - 09 June 2019 

 Monday 03

 Tuesday 04

 Thursday 06

 Friday 07

Day 1
JP: 08h00 - 13h00: Hearing Test: JP Support Room
SP: 12h00 - 14h00: Hearing Test: JP Support Room
SP: 14h30: Hockey: U13 vs Danville: Danville High School

Day 2
JP: 08h00 - 13h00: Hearing Test: JP Support Room
SP: 12h00 - 14h00: Hearing Test: JP Support Room
JP: 14h00 - 15h00: Netball Moms’ & Daughters’: DGC
HS: Hockey: 15h00: U14B vs St Anne’s: DGC
HS: Hockey: 14h45: U14A vs St Anne’s: DGC
SAHISA Meeting: Grace College: Hilton College

Day 3
EID end of Ramadam: 
SP: 14h30: Hockey vs Umhlali: DGC
HS: 15h00: Squash League vs Westville Girl’s High School: Westville Girl’s High School

 

Day 4
07h30: Moms who Pray: College House
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 Wednesday 05

 Saturday 08

Day 5
08h00: College House Fundraiser: A Wild Breakfast with Matt Botha: College House
JP: 10h10: Gr 2 Cake Sale: JP Foyer
SP: 14h00 - 16h00: Queensburgh Festival of Arts , Choir & Marimba Bands: DGC
SP: 10h10 - 11h30: U13A Hockey tournament: Danville Park
HS: June Exams End
HS: 13h00: ISSF 1st Team Tournament, Hockey, Netball, Tennis & Squash: St Anne’s College
HS: Rehearsal KZNYO & Orchestra, Choirs & Soloists: Centenary Hall

   SP: 08h00: U13A Hockey Tournament: Danville Park
   HS: 08h00 - 15h00: U14 ISF Netball Tournament: St Mary's
   HS: ISSF 1st Team Tournament, Hockey, Netball, Tennis & Squash: Danville Park
   Music: 10h30 - 11h30: CH Bandits and HS Marimba bands: Comrades Expo, Durban Exhibition Centre

 Sunday 09
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To live is the rarest thing in the world.
Most people exist, that is all.

Oscar Wilde
“ “

Reminder not to miss an amazing evening of beautiful music.
Featuring Durban Girls’ College High School Orchestra and

Choirs in collaboration with KZNYO.

Tickets: R80 from https://www.quicket.co.za/events/73540-musical-extravaganza-concert-featuring-kzn-
youth-orchestra-and-dgc-music-ensembl/#/seats

Reminder - 14 June 2019 

https://www.quicket.co.za/events/73540-musical-extravaganza-concert-featuring-kznyouth-orchestra-and
https://www.quicket.co.za/events/73540-musical-extravaganza-concert-featuring-kznyouth-orchestra-and

