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As those belonging to an older generation, I wonder how many of 
us have used the phrase “When I was at school” with our pupils and 
daughters. Yes, things were different then, but it is fortunately a human 
tendency to remember the good! We may have simply forgotten the 
bad old days!  Our children today suffer from stresses and anxieties we 
did not experience and it is our duty, as both parents and the school, 
to offer support. The school environment is different now and it will 
continue to change. The generational theories speak of our children as 
being more connected, but also more anxious.

As a school, we have structures in place for pupil support. The class 
teachers develop initial relationships with the girls in their charge.  In 
both the Junior Primary and Senior Primary phases, we have added 
the role of a Head of Student Affairs who, together with Ms Naude, see 
to the emotional well-being of the girls. In the High School, the Grade 
Controllers play pivotal roles in monitoring the pressures experienced 
by girls. This year has seen the addition of a Counselling Psychologist, 
Ms Shelley Kerr to the School team in terms of support specifically for 
Grades 10 to 12. Mrs Claire Wilkinson fulfills the same role with Grades 
8 and 9. Both these women meet once a cycle with the respective 
Grade Controllers in order to share concerns and plot the way forward 
for girls who may be facing challenges. In the High School girls also 
gravitate towards teachers with whom they build relationships and 
who they feel they can trust. This team of women are committed to the 
well-being of your daughters. They have also embarked on networking 
with therapists outside of school who can guide them in assisting the 
girls.

Awareness has increased around challenges faced by pupils in the
classroom. It is imperative that the school continually seek ways of 
working, together with parents, to be the space where the girls

feel nurtured and supported. Support takes many forms including 
the knowledge that we all make mistakes and can learn from them. 
Therefore, our girls need to feel safe and to learn to forgive
themselves when they do slip. Ponder for a moment, however, 
whether we may not also run the risk of wanting to make the path 
too smooth and thus remove perceived obstacles and the
opportunity to develop grit. Just a thought…

At a recent training workshop run by James Nottingham, he
reminded us that the most learning takes place when we are out of 
our comfort zone and challenged us not to always want to simply 
fix. He also referred to Carol Dweck (Growth Mindset) who shared 
that boys are more resilient. And maybe the fact that they get eight 
times more criticism, contributes towards this! 

Our dream at Durban Girls’ College is to develop a space, which 
we are affectionately calling our CORE Centre for now. It will be 
our Counselling, Therapy, Remediation and Extension area. It will 
be a space where we can offer onsite support for which girls may 
previously have had to leave the campus. We are excited about the 
concept, and look forward to sharing more details with you in the 
near future.

"You must never feel badly about making mistakes ... as long as 
you take the trouble to learn from them. For you often learn more 
by being wrong for the right reasons than you do by being right for 
the wrong reasons."
- The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster

Marianne Bailey
Executive Head

08 March 2019

I cannot express how proud I am of the production team, cast and 
crew of our fantasy musical version of Shakespeare's delightful 
comedy Twelfth Night, which we have reinvented as TAKE A CHANCE 
ON LOVE. It's a timeless tale of love, mistaken identity, confusion 
and trickery and will appeal to all ages. After eight weeks of intense 
rehearsal, we are thrilled to share this magical theatrical experience 
with an audience. The girls will move, uplift and inspire you to
believe in love, life and a future with young people who are awe-in-
spiring to me every day. We welcome your support and sharing the 
show with others! Don't hesitate - book now!

Wendy Watson 
Director

Take a Chance on Love tickets are selling fast, don't miss out!
Dates 12 - 14 March, 19h00 - 21h00.

Book online now
https://www.quicket.co.za/events/68128-take-a-chance-on-love/#/
schedules

https://www.quicket.co.za/events/68128-take-a-chance-on-love/#/schedules
https://www.quicket.co.za/events/68128-take-a-chance-on-love/#/schedules
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Congratulations to our Grade 3 girls for being selected as 
House Captains for the Inter-house Gala on 15 March. We 
look forward to this exciting event. 

The Grade 2 girls visited 'The Tin
Shed' in Kloof. An obstacle course,
zip line, memory puzzle and the
climbing wall were some of the
activities enjoyed by the girls.

Senior Primary
Grade 7 girls intrigued by these 
visitors to their Natural  Sciences 
lesson.

Grade 4 girls on 
a History tour of 
the school, with 
Mrs Neilson.

Interns from all over KZN, enjoying Interns' Day, hosted by College on
Friday 1 March.

    Shreya Subramoney (left) and Sofia Kidson 
(right) received their Music Theory
Certificates this week for passing the Grade
2 Music Theory Examination. Well done, girls!

Grade 4 girls making their 
acquaintance with their new 
friends, Sphero Balls.

Our Grade 3 hockey team thoroughly
enjoyed being part of the official
opening of the Elliot Astro.

Our excited Grade 00 girls enjoyed 
dressing up in purple and tasting 
various purple food.   
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High School

College House On Friday 1 March, College 
House held their much
anticipated annual Boarder 
Social. Our Grade 10s, 11s and 
12s invite a partner or friend 
and the Grade 8s and 9s do
the decor and waitressing. 
Guests are served mocktails
on arrival, followed by a three 
course dinner with fun awards 
and prizes. The evening ends 
with dancing in the TV room. 
This event is an opportunity 
for the College House boarders 
to socialise and build great 
friendships.

Our High School Drama girls have been rehearsing long and hard to bring you TAKE A CHANCE ON LOVE - 
a modernized musical version of Shakespeare's TWELFTH NIGHT. Remember to book online now:
https://www.quicket.co.za/events/68128-take-a-chance-on-love/#/schedules

Congratulations to our DGC team for swimming into second place at the D&D Gala at 
Kings Park on Tuesday. We know how many of you swam to your 'personal best' - we 
are so proud of your grit and determination. 

Thank you to our spirit team and girls who supported in
the stands with enthusiastic war cries. To all our coaches 
and staff - we couldn't have done this without you. 

https://www.quicket.co.za/events/68128-take-a-chance-on-love/#/schedules
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Thank you to all the Grade 11 girls who 
collected on behalf of Enkuliso & Ekujabuleni 
nursery schools last weekend. It’s testament 
to the caring ethos of DGC that our girls 
always give of their free time to a number of 
charity initiatives with such enthusiasm and 
in great spirit. The money received is used to 
upgrade the facilities of Enkuliso & Ekujabu-
leni schools and provide their teachers with 
learning resources and equipment.

DGC Cares
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From our Chaplain

College Family

Meet our Staff

You have known the Holy Scriptures ever since you were a little child. 
They are able to teach you how to be saved by believing in Christ Jesus. 
God has breathed life into all Scripture. It is useful for teaching us what 
is true and for correcting our mistakes. It is useful for making our lives 
whole again and for training us to do what is right. By using Scripture, 
the servant of God can be completely prepared to do every good thing.
2 Timothy 3:15-17 (NIRV)

Even after 5 years at College I am still discovering rooms and passageways I’ve 
never been into before. This reminds me that however well I think I know the 
campus, there is always more to learn! It’s true of God’s word too, which we have 
read at every assembly. A passage we may know well sometimes bursts with 
a new layer of meaning or application. This wonderful quality of these words 
means they can always teach, refresh, remind and correct us more than they have 
already. They are like a sword that pierces the heart, a fire that refines it, and 
ultimately, the balm that heals it like nothing else can.

On Saturday 2 March, our board, staff, old girls, hockey girls 
and parents gathered at Durban Girls' College to celebrate the 
naming of our Astro Turf. We welcomed special guests, Ken and 
Joan Elliott's family: David, Pippa, Rachel & Michael Elliott and 
Ken’s brother Geoff and his wife Cindy as well as Ken & Joan’s 
nephew, Kewin. The morning started with friendly matches
between our JP and SP girls, followed by a more competitive 
game between our 1st Team and the Old Girls. While the Old 
Girls put up a strong defence, our 1st Team was victorious. 
Everyone enjoyed a delicious tea of cream scones and smoked 
salmon sandwiches.

“People will forget what you said. People will forget what you did. But people will never forget how 
you made them feel.” – Carl Buehner (paraphrased)

My love for psychology began in my first year at UCT. I found myself captivated by the complexity 
of the human condition and was motivated to learn more about this diverse field.  After graduating 
with an honour’s degree in Psychology, I pursued a career in education (another passion), with the 
ultimate goal to teach and travel overseas. I begun working as a guidance counsellor and teacher 
at Durban Girls High School in 2004, and then, as a special needs educator in London for 4 ½ years. 
During this time, I saw the incredible benefits of working as part of a multidisciplinary team (including 
psychotherapists and psychologists) within the school environment. As a result, I returned to KZN to 
complete my master’s in Counselling Psychology.

This year, I joined DGC in a part-time position as High School psychologist. I have thoroughly enjoyed 
my time here and hope to continue building strong relationships with parents, staff and, most
importantly, the students. I look forward to playing my part in promoting the emotional, mental and 
social wellbeing of the girls and in making a worthwhile contribution to the DGC community. 

Michelle Edgcumbe

Shelley Kerr - Counselling Psychologist
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SENIOR PRIMARY
Action Netball
Results from Monday 25 February
U11A lost 3 - 15 vs Crawford North Coast U11A  
U12A won 21 - 9 vs Kuswag U12A       
U13A lost 17 - 7 vs Reddam Umhlanga U13A      

Outdoor Netball
Congratulations go to the following girls who made the Durban
Central Outdoor Netball Team:
U12 - Kayla Andrews, Lara Mervis, Isabella Fletcher
U13 - Julia Harvey

Swimming
Congratulations to the following girls who were the Victrix Ludorum 
of their age groups:
U10 - Nikita Scruby
U11 - Bailey Bartlett
U12 - Julia Butcher
U13 - Kitty Ribbink

Music Results
The associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music Certificates 2018
Grade 2 Music Theory: 
Sophia Kidson: Passed
Shreya Subramoney: Distinction

Equestrian
Aryka Naidoo took part in SANESA Competition. Placed 1st for:
Performance riding
Working riding
Jumping 40 cm and 50 cm

HIGH SCHOOL
Action Netball
U14A vs Maris Stella: DGC won 21 - 14
U15A vs Westville: DGC won 27 - 17
U15A vs Reddam: DGC lost 19 - 15
2nd Team vs Crawford North Coast: DGC won 28 - 9
1st Team vs Crawford North Coast: DGC won 25 - 15

Karate
Tamara Sweetman competed in the JKA KZN Karate Championships, 
winning a gold medal in Kata and a gold medal in her Kumite
(fighting) division. Due to her achievements, she has been awarded 
JKA KZN Provincial colours in the Junior Novice Girls Yellow Belt 14 
year old division and can represent her province at the SA JKA
Championships in May 2019. What an incredible achievement
Tamara, Well done!!

Swimming
Ashley Ebing and Georgina Church have qualified to swim as Juniors 
at the upcoming Senior Nationals Gala! Well done Girls
and Good luck!
 

Results
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But no one except Lucy
knew that as the albatross 

circled the mast, it had
whispered to her: Courage 
Dear Heart, and the voice,
she felt sure, was Aslan's.

Voyage of the Dawn Treader
CS Lewis

“

“



The Week Ahead
11 March - 17 March 2019 

 Monday 11

 Tuesday 12

 Thursday 14

 Friday 15

Day 1
JP: Parents Interviews
HS: Production Rehearsal: Centenary Hall

Day 2
JP: 07h30: Gr 2 Music Module: JP Blue Steps
JP: Parents Interviews
JP: 14hh30: Swimming Gala: Maris Stella
HS: SA Maths Olympiad First Round
HS: 15h00 - 16h30: 1st Team Tennis match vs Crawford La Lucia: Crawford La Lucia
HS:19h00: Drama Production #1: Centenary Hall
BOG Meeting: 16h00: Trust House
Day 3
JP: Parents Interviews
JP: 07h30: Gr R Book discussion with parents: JP Hall
SP: 16h30 - 17h30: Gr 6 Parents’ Conversation Circle: SP Drama Room
HS: 19h00: Drama Production #2: Centenary Hall

Day 4
JP: 07h30: Gr 3 Music Module: JP Steps
JP: Parents Interviews
SP: 10h10 - 10h25: Gr 5 Cake sale: JP entrance
SP: 15h00: Swimming Party Parents vs Daughters
SP: 16h30 - 17h30: Gr 7 Parents’ Conversation Circle: SP Drama Room
HS: 19h00: Drama Production #3: Centenary Hall

Day 5
JP: 09h00 - 11h00: Interhouse Gala: DGC
HS: Gr 12 Science Prac: Science Lab
SP & HS: 18h00 - 20h00: Music and Marimba Concert: Centenary Hall
HS: 12h00 - 17h00: Umlazi Hockey Trials: All age groups
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 Wednesday 13

 Saturday 16 10h20: Music Progress Concert: Lecture Theatre
  

  Equestrian Inter-schools event: Shongweni Sunday 17

Upcoming Events
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Date: Friday 15 March 2019
Time: 18h00
Venue: Centenary Hall
RSVP by 15 February to dhadjiev@dgc.co.za

Light refreshments will be served before the concert in the Centenary Hall Foyer.

Senior Primary and High School
Durban Girls’ College

Marimba Concert


