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Thank you to all our families for the generous contribution of shoes 
collected on Valentine’s Day for KusaKusa Primary School. A very

special College moment to see the JP and SP girls united in a cause.
The focus was certainly on ‘giving’ and ‘serving’.

    Thanks to Lori Niemand, College 
Old Girl Class of 2017, for coming 
down to be tested at our SABMR 
Drive.

Our DGC girls are loving Robbie. 
The generosity of #robbieswarriors 
has been incredible. More testing 
stations are being setup across 
the country. SABMR received an 
astounding 6500 registrations 
last week but the aim is 23 000 or 
more.

Issue
#53

This week, College parent, Bruce Robertson shared a thought-
provoking article with me. Written by Professor Brooks, an opinion 
columnist for The New York Times, this particular column 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/18/opinion/culture-compassion.
html titled A Nation of Weavers, speaks of a social renaissance and a 
moral revolution. “If you can change the lens through which people 
see the world, as these Weavers have changed mine, then you 
can change the way people want to be in the world and act in the 
world,” says Brooks. He continues: “We need to emphasise
individualism less and relationalism more”. Brooks makes specific 
reference to people – often on the margins of society – who see
others “deeply” and who find more meaning for their own lives 
through this community-minded consciousness. The article has a 
specific and a global application and reminds us of the need to live 
intentionally moral lives in relationship to one another. 

In this regard, it has been heart-warming to see the Durban
community rally in support and love for Robbie Eddles and the 
Eddles family – Mike, Colleen, Gilly and Megs. The #Robbieswarriors 
movement has seen the South African Bone Marrow Registry gain in 
excess of 8800 donor applications following a number of drives
hosted in Durban and in Cape Town. The heart of DGC went out to 
Robbie Eddles on this day too and the school hosted a Bone Marrow 
Donor drive at College House. It was heart-warming to witness the 
number of friends of the family and school peers (including many 
of Gilly and Megs’s friends) who turned out to do the swab tests in 
support of Robbie. We know that it is Robbie’s wish to extend the 
donor reach of the SABMR to all people in need of a bone marrow 
transplant.

This selfless young man wants to reach out to others who are
experiencing what he is going through and this in itself is a
wonderful example of “seeing others deeply” and living an
intentionally moral life. To say nothing of the army of support
that Robbie has backing him. Wonderful warriors all!

On the 14th February, the DGC girls celebrated love all day long! 
The Junior Primary girls picnicked with their parents and
serenaded them with a variety of beautiful love songs. The Senior 
Primary girls launched a Valentine’s initiative in which the girls 
wrote love letters to people or animals they love. These beautiful 
letters made up the leaves of the Valentine’s tree. Dressed in red, 
white and pink, the girls enjoyed a happy day and the Grade 4s 
spent an hour sorting out all of the donated shoes, which they 
delivered to Kusakusa the next day. Participating in an act of love 
creates the time and space for reflection; an important life skill. 
In the High School, the girls enjoyed ‘Looney Olympics’, ice lollies 
(yes, they’re never too old for treats!) and a creative and fun-filled 
video put together by the Grade 12 leaders celebrating their love 
for each other. It was a happy day and of course preceded the 
much-anticipated half-term break, which I hope you all enjoyed. 

As we continue about our busy days and weeks, interacting with 
our families, friends, peers, colleagues and with strangers; let us 
remember to ‘weave’ and not ‘tear’ the fabric of our society. In 
weaving, we create …

Heather Goedeke
Head of High School

22 February 2019

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/18/opinion/culture-compassion.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/18/opinion/culture-compassion.html
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Special Valentine's picnics were enjoyed by our Grade 00 
and R families.

Thank you to all 
JP and SP girls and 
parents for their
generous donations 
of shoes for Kusa-
Kusa Primary School. 
Our girls enjoyed
delivering these 
shoes to the school 
on their Half Term.

As part of our outreach programme, the Grade 3 
choir girls shared some Valentine cheer with the 
patients at Entabeni Hospital.

Senior Primary
Love blossoms in the SP, as displayed at the SP Valentine's 
Day assembly. 

Bountiful, colourful love in the SP corridors.  We love the 
afternoon light in a Senior Primary corridor.

Feel the love in the SP, as girls assist in the sorting out of 
shoes for KusaKusa School.

Some of our SP girls at their early morning Orchestra rehearsal last week.
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Our High School girls spreading the 
love on Valentine's Day.High School

Making the News

Our 5 DGC Exchange Students have landed safely 
on Australian soil and are exploring their new 
schools and neighborhoods! 

Kayla and Kira Ribbink competed in the Discovery Triathlon World Cup Schools Challenge
on Sunday 10 February 2019. Kayla was the Overall Female Sprint winner as well as the 
School Individual Challenge winner and Kira 3rd Overall to and 2nd in the School's Individual
Challenge. Amber Schlebusch also took part in the Discovery Triathlon World Cup ELITE
ladies race on Sunday. With 55 athletes on the start line, she finished the race in 28th
position and was the 2nd South African over the line. This excellent result has earned
Amber a spot in the Mixed Team Relay qualification race in Abu Dhabi for the 2020 Olympics.

    We're on 
the cover of 
the latest issue 
of The Ridge 
magazine. See 
our Matric 
results advert 
and read up on 
relevant issues 
such as screen 
addiction, 
single sex vs 
co-ed schools 
and how to 
achieve bal-
ance between 
academics and 
sport.

The following girls were
invited to play at the 
SASMT High Achievers 
Concert on 9 March. 
Only the candidates with 
the highest mark in their 
grade are invited to play 
at this concert.
Congratulations!

    HS L to R: Sonali Naidoo
and Niwedita Bhatta. 
Absent: Elisabeth Modola 
Nina Kruse, Georgina Saulez

    SP L to R: Nandini Gangaram, 
Mishara Naidoo,  Leah
Droyman, Anjali Ramdhini,
Nilashri Naidoo, Anjali
Ramdhini, Hiranya Pillay,
Keren Curtis
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From our Chaplain
And love consists in this: not that we loved God, but that He loved us 
and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, if God so 
loved us, we also ought to love one another. 1 John 4:10,11

It’s so wonderful to watch girls across the phases naturally express
understanding that love is not limited to stereotypical romance. We of course 
acknowledge the place and blessing of romantic love! But love, in the full 
meaning of the word, is often expressed in choices we make rather than in 
feelings we feel. Over the last 2 weeks this has been evident throughout our 
school - from assemblies celebrating love for our country, to art installations 
poignantly providing a place to record how we miss loved ones who are no 
longer with us (including some of our furry friends), to community engagement 
projects designed to show small acts of mercy to those who need it most, to 
parents and staff showing up to be registered with the South African Bone 
Marrow Registry in the hopes of finding a donor for Robbie Eddles... Full hearts 
choose to love, regardless of how they feel. And surely this is a reflection of 
God’s magnificent love to us - sacrificial, strangely generous, and consistent 
beyond Valentine’s day!  

Michelle Edgcumbe

Trisha Parshotam (née Gokool) Class of 1999.

Tanya Cooper (née Stieger) class of 1998

Kerryn Hulsen (née van Zyl)
Class of 1992

Meet our Alumni

"It's a privilege to send my child to Durban 
Girls' College, I love that the school maintains 
all the traditions that I remember as an old 
girl with a dynamic vision for the future that 
involves advancements in technology and 
teaching methods. The school seems to blend 
both really well and of course my child loves 
being a 'College' girl".

“They say you can never plan too much..
but one thing I always knew, is that if 
I had a daughter DGC was definitely 
going to be her school. The day Neha 
was born, one thing was certain, she 
would be a ‘College Girl’. For me being 
educated at College allowed me to grow 
into a confident, friendly person with a 
positive outlook on life. DGC has shaped 
the driven woman I am today. The 
uniform, facilities, world-class education 
and a certain magic will always keep me 
connected to this amazing school with 
pride and love.” 

"The first day my daughter, Hunter, 
entered the College gates as a College 
Girl, I cried! That was in Grade R, 9 years 
ago and I still shed a tear the first day of 
term every year since then. It is an hon-
our for her to follow in my footsteps and 
I cherish every moment - the traditions 
and values that are taught, the Rites of 
Passage, singing The Galleon, being part 
of the College Family and the sisterhood 
that follows. It is truly a remarkable 
school that offers everything one could 
want for their child - we are proudly 
DGC!” 
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SP RESULTS
Action Netball
Results from Monday 4 February
U10A vs Glenwood Prep U9A  won 12 - 3
U11A vs Maris Stella U11B  won 15 - 6
U13B vs Crawford La Lucia U13A lost 3 – 21
Results from Monday 11 February
U12A vs Crawford La Lucia: DGC won 16 - 9
U13B vs our lady of Fatima B: Drew 8 - 8.
Well played to both teams, it was an extremely exciting afternoon 
of netball

Swimming
Tuesday 5 February: A team participated in the Durban Central A 
Gala at Penzance Primary School. 
There was a significant improvement in the times, so keep it up 
girls! Special mention must be made of the U12A team who won 4 
out of their 5 races. 

Wednesday 6 February: A team participated in a friendly gala at 
Glenwood Prep and performed admirably.
The U10A team: first in Breaststroke &  Freestyle Relay
The U12 team: first in Butterfly and the Medley Relay.

Thursday 7 February: B Team participated in the Durban Central B 
Gala at Clifton. 
Once again there was a significant improvement in the times so 
keep it up girls!  
Special mention must be made of the U10B team who won 5 out of 
their 5 races. Excellent performance, well done U10's!

Wednesday 13 February: DGC hosted a friendly gala. 
Once again, well done to all our swimmers and another
improvement in their times this week. Special mention goes to: 
U10 Relay team won 3 out of 5 races
U12 Relay team won 4 out of 5 races.

Midmar Mile
The following girls participated and completed the Midmar Mile: 9 
& 10 February and were Awarded medals:
Micheala Lewis
Cassandra Lewis
Tatum Govender
Bailey Bartlett
 
The following girls were invited to play at the South African Asso-
ciation of Music Teachers High Achievers’ Concert on Saturday, 9 
March. Only the candidates with the highest mark in their grade 
are invited to play at this concert. Congratulations!

Mishara Naidoo 5D
Keren Curtis 6J
Nilashri Naidoo 6J
Nandini Gangaram 6B
Anjali Ramdhini. 6B
Alaya Singh 6B
Leah Droyman 7B

HS RESULTS
Indoor Hockey
U14B vs St Mary’s: Draw : 1 – 1
U14B vs Westville B: DGC won:4 -1
U16B vs Hillcrest A: DGC won: 2 – 1
3rd Team vs Hillcrest 2nd : DGC lost 3 – 2
2nd Team vs Crawford North Coast: DGC won: 5 – 1
1st Team vs Westville: DGC won: 3 – 0
1st Team vs Fatima : DGC won: 4 -1

National Aquatics
The Annual National Aquatics festival took place this past weekend, 
08/09 February. The event was hosted by Fatima and DGHS and 
took place at the DGC swimming pool and the DGHS pool. It was 
an exciting and competitive short course gala and DGC placed 6th 
out of 10 schools for the Swimming and 4th overall in the Water 
Polo. The girls in the team are to be commended on the pride and 
passion with which they represented their school. It is wonderful 
to be able to compete on a National platform and represent your 
school. Well done Team.

Action Netball
Congratulations to the following girls on your selections. All teams 
will be competing in the upcoming Inter-Provincial tournament in 
March. Good luck for your preparation and well done!

KZN Midlands Team:
U14 Invitational Team -
Jessica Ramini 
Chelsea Murray 

KZN Coastals:
u14 Team:
Jenna de Jongh 
Erin Girodo
Storme Dunford
Sarah Andrew
Maxine Port 
U15 Team:
Tanna de Freitas
Callie Varikas

U17 Team:
Kenya Corte Portela
Nika Govender

U19 Team:
Amber de Freitas 

Tennis
The Dunlop Mini Series was held this past weekend, 09/10 Feb-
ruary, at Westridge Tennis Park. Anna Wise was the Open Ladies 
Singles Winner. Congratulations Anna.

Kylie Misdorp has been invited to compete in a ITF Tournament this 
coming weekend. We wish Kylie everything of the best! Well done!

Results
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Triathlon
Kayla and Kira Ribbink competed in the Discovery Triathlon World 
Cup Schools Challenge on Sunday 10 February 2019. Kayla was the 
Overall female Sprint winner as well as the School individual
challenge winner and Kira was 3rd Overall to an international
athlete and 2nd in the Schools individual challenge. 
Amber Schlebusch also took part in the Discovery Triathlon World 
Cup ELITE ladies race on Sunday, 10 February 2019. With 55 
athletes on the start line she finished the race in 28th position and 
was the 2nd South African over the line. This excellent result has 
earned Amber a spot in the Mixed Team relay qualification race in 
Abu Dhabi for the 2020 Olympics.

To Top this off Kayla and Amber have both been selected to repre-
sent South Africa at the ATU Junior Africa Cup this coming weekend 
in Zimbabwe. 

As if it could not get any better the following girls have been select-
ed to represent KZN at the Inter Provincial Championships.
Amber Schlebusch 
Kayla Ribbink 
Kira Ribbink
Kitty Ribbink
Lara Watts 

We are beyond proud of all the girls who exceed in this demanding 
and competitive sport! Your dedication to your training is excep-
tional and we congratulate you on these amazing results!

Triathlon
Kayla Ribbink and Amber Schlebusch represented South Africa this 
weekend at the ATU Triathlon African Cup. It was a phenomenal 
day of racing and Kayla placed 3rd overall in her age group and 
Amber placed 2nd overall in her age group. 
Congratulations to both girls on this incredible result, Well done!

Midmar Mile
Congratulations to all the girls, staff and parents who competed in 
the annual Midmar mile. What a fantastic event to be a part of. We 
hope it was a successful swim for all of you!

Water Polo
U14 Tour to Reddam 
The u14 Water Polo team travelled to Reddam Cape Town this past 
weekend to take part in the annual Dave Pitcairn tournament. It 
was an exciting and busy weekend of Water Polo. The team pro-
gressed through to playoff where they met an organised Collegiate 
School for Girls in the quarter finals, having won that, they met 
Reddam and narrowly lost out 5-2 in the semi-final. 
Congratulations girls on the 4th place in the tournament and an 
excellent weekend of water polo. 

Summary DGC vs:
Somerset College: 11 - 1
Reddam Invitational: 17 - 0
Springfield: 12 - 0
Collegiate: 6 - 5 
Reddam House: 2 - 5
St Stithian’s College: 5 - 7

The following girls have been selected for the KZN U18 Team to 
participate at the Women’s Inter Provincial Tournament in March: 
Londi Busse
Bulelwa Mzimela
Mia Paton 
Esihle Zondo

Non Travelling Reserves:
Kayla Ribbink 
Olwethu Zondo 

Bulelwa Mzimela has also been selected as a non-traveling reserve 
for the Women’s Senior Team. What a fantastic achievement we 
are so proud of you!

Artistic Swimming 
The following girls have been selected to represent KZN at the 
upcoming Inter Provincial Championships:
Team Members & Events:
Youth (15-18 Years)
Giulia Torino (Captain) – Figures, Free Solo, Free Team
Roxanne Thornton- Figures, Free Solo, Technical Team, Free Team
Chloe Dundas-Starr- Figures, Free Solo, Technical Team
Mia Blythe- Figures, Technical Duet, Free Duet, Technical Team, 
Free Team
Jessica McCarthy- Figures, Technical Duet, Free Duet, Technical 
Team, Free Team
13-15
Kathleen Jarvis- Figures, Solo

Dates: 5-9 April 2019
Venue: Kings Park Pool Durban KZN
Good luck for your preparations and well done on your selection!

Giulia Torino and Roxanne Thornton  have also been selected to 
the Senior South African Squad to attend a camp in Cape Town. The 
team that is selected after this camp will travel to Korea in July for 
the Fina World Championships! What a remarkable achievement 
girls. We wish you well for your preparations and good luck for the 
camp!

Life Saving - Nippers
Tannah Smith has been selected to represent the KZN Nippers 
team at the upcoming National Competition held in Cape Town in 
March. Congratulations Tannah and Good luck!



The Week Ahead
25 February - 03 March 2019 

 Monday 25

 Tuesday 26

 Thursday 28

 Friday 01

Day 1
JP: Gr R RG: Parents to return “The 5 Love Languages of children” 
HS & SP: 15h30 - 18h00: Championships Gala: Durban Girls' College
SP: Action Netball: Action Arena
     16h00: U10 vs Crawford North Coast
     17h30: U11 vs Crawford North Coast
     17h30: U12 vs Kuswag
     14h30: U13 vs Reddam
HS: Tennis: 15h00: U16 vs Crawford La Lucia
HS & SP: 15h30-18h00: Championships Gala: DGC

Day 2
HS: 17h30: Open Evening: Centenary Hall
HS: Tennis: 15h00: 1st Team vs Curro

Day 3
JP: Gr R RG: Parents’ Book Handover “The 5 Love Languages of children”: Durban Girls' College
HS: 15h15: Friendly Gala: DGC

Day 4
JP: 14h30: Inter-School Gala : Durban Girls' College
HS: GR 12: French Dinner: Hilton College
HS: Indoor Hockey
    15h10: U14 vs Fatima: St Mary’s
    16h30: U14 vs Maris Stella: St Mary’s
    15h10: U16 vs St Mary’s: Maris Stella
    17h10: U16 vs Crawford La Lucia: Maris Stella
    16h30: 2nd Team vs St Henry’s: Maris Stella
    17h10: 1st Team vs St Mary’s: Danville
SP: SAHISA: Heads’ Meeting: St Benedict’s: 09h00 - 13h30

 Day 5
 07h30 - 12h30: Teacher Interns’ Orientation Day 2019: Functions Room/ Lecture Theatre
  JP: 08h30 - 12h30: Gr 2 Outing: The Tin Shed
  JP: On-Line booking sheets open for Parent Interviews
  SP: 14h30 - 16h00: Independent Schools Gala: St Marys’
  HS: 17h00 - 21h00: Boarder Social: College House
  HS: Centenary Hall out of bounds: Production
  HS: Action Netball: Action Arena
        14h00: U14 vs Maris Stella
        17h30: U15 Westville Girls High School
        14h00: 2nd Team vs Crawford North Coast
        14h30: 1st Team vs Crawford North Coast
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 Wednesday 27

Love is not only something you feel, it is something you do.
David Wilkerson“

“

 Saturday 02 HS: Fr 11 OG Street Collection
HS: 08h30-10h00: Astro Naming Ceremony
HS: Centenary Hall out of bounds: Production
SP: Action Netball: Action Arena
        10h00: U10 vs Maris Stella
        11h00: U10 vs Ashton College
        12h00: U11 vs Fatima
        13h00: U11 vs Crawford La Lucia
        14h00: U12 vs Northlands Primary
        14h00: U13A vs Curro Richmore
        14h30: U13B vs Ashton College
        16h00: U13B vs Umhlali

 Sunday 03
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