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A warm welcome back to our College girls. The corridors of Durban Girls' College were filled with excitement 
as girls found their new teachers and classrooms. 
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As we start 2019, it is fitting that we look back as well as forward. 
The Academic results achieved by the Matric Class of 2018 were 
remarkable and we congratulate the girls on their success and thank 
the staff for the roles they played in contributing thereto. The results 
were shared with you in early January, and I want to add that many 
of the girls achieved their Personal Best results and they are now 
ready to move forward on the next leg of their journey, and they go 
with our blessing.

This is, however, a new year with new opportunities.  I reminded the 
girls that their attitude to the opportunities would determine their 
progress. What will happen this year may not be known at this stage, 
neither will they be able to control everything that happens to their 
liking, but their attitude to what happens, or not, is however, within 
their control. I encouraged them to grasp the opportunities afforded 
while being circumspect. 

In today’s busy world, we need to guard against being busy as a 
status symbol and to remind ourselves to live balanced lives. This 
applies to us as teachers, the girls and to you as parents. Time for 
work and play, for family and friends and for rest and reflection are 
all-important. So where does this put schooling and marks?

An article by David Gee, past Headmaster at Wesley College,
referred to the skills needed by young people today and it got 
me thinking.  He also spoke of how values and experiences 
gained at school are what ought to remain when pupils leave a 
school. He included a sense of self, developed literacy, numeracy, 
oral and written communication skills, inter- and intrapersonal 
skills as well as being adaptive and creative, being able to solve
problems and problem seeking on his list. He feels the ability 
to see a potential problem, is valuable. He, in fact, feels that 
the best education will reveal itself 10 years after a child has 
graduated when they are not teenagers, but rather have a more 
rational brain, which is no longer as emotional or instinctive. It 
was gratifying to see many of the skills we focus on, on his list.

Therefore, in the words of an old song, “This Could Be the Start 
of Something Big" (Steve Allen), may 2019 be as big as is needed, 
in a way which is needed, and see big dreams fulfilled in many 
areas.
  
Mrs Marianne Bailey
Executive Head

18 January 2019
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Senior Primary and High School

Grade 12 Leadership Induction

Junior Primary

“The one who plants trees, knowing that she will never sit in their 
shade, has at least started to understand the meaning of life."
Rabindranath Tagore

"Grade 12s - support the process.
Understand that you are being looked up to 
by every other grade in the school and that 
you are those 'top branches' in the tree. 
Being a top branch means that you can see 
the rest of the tree; protect nurture and 
grow the tree. And also, as you sit in those 
top branches this year, look all the way down 
the trunk of the tree and consider the extent 
of your personal growth. Think of the
different directions you've branched off in; 
think about the shade and sunshine in your 
life, think about the heights that you've 
reached, be there for each other
and you will understand your leadership 
role. Leadership is about serving and
growing yourself and others." 

Mrs Heather Goedeke

The Grade 1 girls received their
Panama Hat at the annual Hat Ceremony 
this week. Our iconic hats have been part 
of our school tradition for many
years and the Grade 1 girls enjoy this 
smart addition to their uniform. This
ceremony forms part of our Rites of
Passage at College.

Mrs Conradie and 
the Junior Primary 
staff made sure 
the new girls 
received an extra 
special welcome 
on their first day
at school. The Grade 

00 and R 
girls enjoyed 
their bubble 
parade 
on their 
first day of 
school.

Back to school. All aboard as the galleon 
sails towards its 142nd year.

Sun, sand and sisterhood 
was the order of the day 
when our Grade 8 boarders 
visited the beach for a day 
of bonding ahead of the 
start of the new school year.
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From our Chaplain

I am delighted to join the College family as Head of the Senior Primary! Born and raised 
in Johannesburg, I completed my Bachelor of Primary Education at Wits and spent my 
first three years of teaching in state schools. I then decided to try something new, and 
ventured into the corporate world, where I worked in a software company carrying out 
training of new programmes written during the Y2K scare. Although a challenging year 
for me, it was a pivotal point in my career as it gave me perspective and I realised that 
my true love was teaching.  I spent a very happy seven years at St Stithians Girls’
Preparatory and then ventured down to sunny KwaZulu-Natal where I worked at St 
Mary’s for thirteen years. 

I have been enormously privileged to have worked with some of the finest school
leaders, who have taken me under their wing and empowered me. It is my greatest 
desire to do the same for those whom I lead. 

I love spending free time at home, with family and friends, sharing stories around the 
kitchen table.

“As long as the earth lasts,
    there will always be a time to plant

    and a time to gather the crops.
As long as the earth lasts,

    there will always be cold and heat.
There will always be summer and winter,

    day and night.”  Genesis 8:22

This verse comes from the first book of the bible. It’s a promise God 
made to Noah’s family as dawn broke on the new beginning that lay 
before them after a long wait for God to make things right in the world 
again. Opportunities lay ahead of them. They had fresh confidence in 
the God who made them this promise and they rested in his faithfulness. 
As with the cycle of day and night, and the ebb and flow of seasons, 
our school year begins, matures, and then it ends with another grade 
of significant young women leaving us to go out into the world and into 
a new time of life and learning. We congratulate the Class of 2018 on 
their wonderful achievements and we find ourselves, ready or not, at the 
start of another school year. We pray that we will all make the most of 
this new beginning, and that we too will remember the provision of our 
faithful God.coming in to the world for our good and his glory. Joy to the 
world, and joy to your heart, this Christmas. 

Meet our Staff

Michelle Edgcumbe

College Generations
Meet Catherine Grainger, Grade R Teacher and second generation Old Girl, 
together with Elle Neilson, Grade R and third generation College girl. Elle's 
grandmother, Lynne Neilson, and Catherine's mom, Glenda Grainger, were 
at Durban Girls' College together. Welcome back to DGC Catherine! 

Wendy Laatz, Head of Senior Primary

Catherine Grainger and Elle Neilson
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141 Years of
Academic Excellence

Humairaa
Khalid

8 Distinctions

Caitlyn 
Le Grange

7 Distinctions

Isabella
Hitchings

7 Distinctions

Kiara
Padayachee

7 Distinctions

Laura
Jackson

7 Distinctions

Rhea
Valjee

7 Distinctions

Tayla
Daykin

7 Distinctions

Durban Girls’ College applauds the Class of 2018 on their 
outstanding IEB results. We recognise the hard work and dedication 
of our teachers, without whom these results would not have been 
possible. The Class of 2018 has truly demonstrated their academic 
excellence. Now it is time for these remarkable young women to go 
out and enrich our society. Durban Girls’ College wishes them well 

as they embark on their onward journey.

100% Pass Rate, 100% Bachelor Pass, 226 Distinctions 
3 in IEB List of Outstanding Achievers nationally

77% of all symbols attained are A’s and B’s 
25 placements in the top 1% nationally for individual subjects

Over the past 141 years, Durban Girls’ College has produced
independent and confident young women who have gone on to 

excel in many different fields. 

Andrea
Plumbley

8 Distinctions

Antonia
Grindrod

8 Distinctions

Cenelle
Gounden

7 Distinctions
IEB Outstanding Achiever IEB Outstanding Achiever IEB Outstanding Achiever

February Open Days
Please book online www.dgc.co.za



The Week Ahead
21-27 January 2019
 Monday 21

 Tuesday 22

 Thursday 24

 Friday 25

Day 6
JP: Extra-curricular starts today
HS: 18h00: Awards Ceremony (2018): Gr 8 - 11: Centenary Hall
SP: 14h30: Ethekwini Tennis Trails
SP: Acti on Netball League starts: Rinaldo Acti on Arena
      U12 Vs Reddam
      U10 Vs Durban Christi an Centre
      U13A VS Virginia

Day 7
JP: 17h30: Gr 00 & Gr R Parents’ Evening: JP Hall & Gr R Play area

Day 8
HS: 15h30 - 16h30: Swimming Gala: St Mary’s School
SP: 17h00 - 18h30: Gr4 Blazer & Bell-Ringing Ceremony: SP Entrance and Lecture Theatre

Day 9
SP: 17h30 - 18h30: Gr 5, 6 & 7 Parents’ meeti ng: New Functi ons Room
HS: Indoor Hockey
15h50: 1st vs Danville: Danville
15h30: 1st Vs Thomas More : Danville
16h30: U16A Vs Fati ma : Maris Stella
15h10: U14A vs Danville :St Mary’s
16h30: U14A vs Thomas More : St Mary’s
15h10: 2nd vs Toti  : UKZN

Day 10
SP: Gr 6 Girls’ iPad Day : DGC
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 Wednesday 23

One book,
one pen,

one child,
and one teacher

can change the world
Malala Yousafzai

“ “

 Saturday 26 HS: 08h00: Smythe's Tennis Tournament : PMB
HS: Indoor Hockey
       08h40: U14B Vs Curro HC A : St Mary’s
       09h20: U16B Vs St Mary’s B : Kloof
       10h00: 3rd Vs Werda : UKZN
       10h40: U16B Vs Durban Girls High School A : Kloof
       11h20: 3rd Vs Durban North College : UKZN

  Sunday 27
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