
From the Helm

P1
info@dgc.co.za www.dgc.co.za

Issue
#41

On Monday 24 September, all South Africans will celebrate Heritage 
Day in their own unique way. We will appreciate our beautiful and 
diverse country, which is rich in culture and heritage. We encourage 
each other not only to immerse ourselves in our own culture and 
traditions, but to use this occasion to learn more about the culture 
and traditions of our fellow South Africans. 

Heritage can be defined as, ‘That which is inherited from past 
generations, maintained in the present, and bestowed to the future’.
One of the outcomes of this public holiday is to instil in the younger 
generation traditions and cultural practices, which were handed down 
to us by our parents, ensuring the continuity of our heritage. 

At Durban Girls’ College, our girls celebrated what makes them and 
their culture unique. There was a buzz, as the girls arrived wearing 
outfits depicting their heritage. The unifying factor was that each girl is 
part of our College family. Coming together as a school and enjoying a 
day of comradery was most impressive! 

The sporting events proved to be great fun and for many girls the tug-
of-war was the highlight. After the activities, the girls gathered on the 
field to share their special picnic of cultural cuisine. The festive spirit 
certainly bought unity to the staff and girls at College.

On reflection as we celebrate this day we need to appreciate that 
there is strength in our diversity. 

"We should all know that diversity makes for a rich tapestry and we 
must understand that all the threads in the tapestry are equal in value, 
no matter what their colour."  -Maya Angelou

Happy Heritage Day, College family!

Carol-Anne Conradie
Head of Junior Primary

It was a great learning experience 
for Heritage Day seeing our Junior 
Primary girls dressed up in traditional 
clothing that represented their unique 
backgrounds and culture!

21.09.18

College
Moments



P2
info@dgc.co.za www.dgc.co.za

Our Grade 2 girls make the best teachers! Exploring space is such fun!

Our Grade 3 girls did us proud at the Virginia hockey tournament on 
Saturday winning their match 8-0.

Junior Primary Senior Primary

Congratulations to Sophie Scott in Grade 3 on winning the first round 
of the finals of the Pavilion Junior Chef competition. She will cook-off 
in the grand finale at the Pavilion on 6 October. We are so proud of 
her achievement.

Girls and staff alike dressed up as book characters and 
decorated their classroom doors for Literature Day

Avumile Sibisi- 
showing her support 
for ‘Sunflower’ and 
National Heritage 
Day, by wearing 
a traditional 
outfit made from 
‘Sunflower’ topes.

Lathitha Ntlahla, represented South Africa in Synchronised 
Swimming, at the Mediterranean World Cup, held in Spain in July. 
Well done, Lathitha! We are so proud of you. 

21.09.18



P3
info@dgc.co.za www.dgc.co.za21.09.18

High School
“Music gives soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to 
the imagination, and life to everything” -Plato

The “On a High Note” concert which took place on 13 
September was the realisation of Plato’s quote. The concert 
honoured the various category winners of the Durban Girls’ 
College Music Competition which ran over three days. The 

competition is a wonderful opportunity for the girls to 
experience performance and healthy rivalry in a safe space, 
whilst receiving constructive feedback from professionals. 

The concert was a great success, demonstrating how hard work 
and passion enriches the performers and their audience. Well 
done to all the girls who entertained us. You were spectacular! 

Gemma Early, Kelly Corbett & Kaela Simpson
Van Dellen Popular Ensemble Grade 8 - 12

Alice, Olivia & Georgina Saulez
Smerdon Ensemble Singing Grade 8 – 12

Niwedita Bhatta & Sonali Naidoo
Borman Piano Duet Grade 8 - 9

Luca Tarboton
Blake Contemporary Solo Singing Grade 8 - 9
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“Your statutes are my heritage forever;  they are the joy of my heart.
My heart is set on keeping your decrees to the very end.” Psalm 119:111-112

Heritage Day provides South Africans with the opportunity to celebrate the composite beings we are, made up of a variety of family traditions and, 
in many cases, a variety of cultures. How wonderful to “come around one fire”, as said by National Braai Day patron Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 
and be grateful for the beautiful mix that we are as individuals and as communities. Let’s also remember that regardless of family background, 
God’s words are a heritage to us too. The Psalmist says they make his heart joyful, they are like treasure, for they are the means of hearing about 
God’s work in the world and his invitation to become part of a huge multinational family that lasts into eternity. What a heritage that is! 
  
Michelle Edgecumbe

From our Chaplain

Alumna

Meet our Staff

Phumzile was a Form Prefect, Member of the Athletics Team and the 2nd Netball 
Team. She was also a keen Squash player, for which she earned Colours, and was 
a member of the D & D Squash Team (1988 – 1991) and was the Reserve for the 
2nd Natal Open Squash Team. After completing a BCom (Acc) at the University of 
Natal in Durban, Phumzile graduated with BCom Hons (UNISA), followed by a JSE 
Stockbroking course at Witwatersrand University.  Founder of Mazwai Securities, 
she has also been at the head of several different companies and sits on the board 
of over 30 companies. Earlier this year, Phumzile was appointed by President Cyril 
Ramaphosa as a Presidential Investor Emissar to a team tasked with finding R1.2 
trillion in new investments for South Africa over the next five years.  The team 
includes former Minister of Finance Trevor Manual, former Deputy Finance Minister 
Mcebisi Jonas and former Standard Bank head Jacko Maree. Phumzile is also the 
Executive Chairperson of Afropulse and Chairperson at Primedia Limited. “I don’t 
know the President at all... he had my résumé, and from there I got the call.”

I received an Honours Degree from UKZN (University of Durban-Westville). In 1981, I 
started teaching isiZulu and Afrikaans. In 1995, I found myself teaching learners from 
very diverse backgrounds, which inspired me to write teaching and learning materials 
relevant to each group, instead of relying on the available textbooks. In 2007, I was 
appointed as the Subject Head of isiZulu at Durban Girls’ College. It is a journey that 
has been very interesting. Due to my love of IsiZulu, I have extended my assistance 
to IsiZulu educators of both IEB and DET schools, where I do various mentoring tasks. 
My satisfaction does not lie exclusively in producing excellent marks. I am extremely 
excited when I see learners, who could not speak isiZulu, having the confidence 
to speak the language. Language and culture are interwoven and our girls leave 
College with a vast knowledge and understanding of isiZulu Culture which is useful 
in their daily lives.  I do this by taking them to places where they can enrich their 
understanding of isiZulu Culture. I am a happily married mother and grandmother of 
two sons and four grandchildren, respectively.

Zuziwe Mdladla
High School

Phumzile Langeni
Class Of 1991

and we who are young, salute our mothers who have 
given us the heritage of their Queendom.

Gcina Mhlophe, "Praise to our Mothers"
“

“
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HIGH SCHOOL

Stayers vs Leavers 
A fun afternoon was had by all the Matric Leaver and Stayers who 
took part in the annual Stayers vs Leavers Competitions. The results 
were as follows:

Netball: Stayers won 21-7
Hockey: Leavers and Stayers drew 0-0
Tug-of-war: Leavers won 

Soccer 
The soccer girls played their last match of the season vs Danville. 
The results were as follows:
U14 drew 0-0
U16 lost 1-0
1st Team lost 2-1

Action Netball
DGC vs Danville Gold Final.
DGC lost 17-21. It was a well fought game and DGC is very proud of 
the team, walking away with a silver medal to end off the season. 
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SENIOR PRIMARY

Cross Country
Results from league hosted by Chelsea and Fatima on Friday 7 August:

U10
Melissa Hulsen - 5th 
Lily Corbett - 25th 
U13
Chanel de Jager - 10th

Congratulations go to Melissa Hulsen and Kira Althsuler who came 
6th and 5th respectively in their age groups at the league hosted by 
Umhlali on Friday 14 September.

Hockey:
On Saturday 14 September College hosted Virginia Preparatory:

U9A vs VP U10D won 8 - 0
U10B vs VP U10C lost 0 - 2
U10B vs VP U10B lost 0 - 9
U10A vs VP U10A lost 0 - 4
U10A vs VP U11D won 4 - 1
U11B vs VP U11B drew 1 - 1

Congratulations goes to Kitty Ribbink for the following achievements:
KZN U14 Surfing team
U13 PSI Tigers Indoor Hockey team 

Kitty Ribbink made the KZN U13 Action Netball Team and 
Maxine Port made the KZN U14 Action Netball Team.

U11
Julia Butcher - 13th
Olivia Verster - 27th 

DGC vs St Anne’s
DGC U15 won 8-2
DGC 1st Team won 8-4

U11B vs VP U11C won 5 - 0
U11A vs VP U11A lost 1 - 2
U11A vs VP U13D won 1 - 0
U13A vs VP U13A lost 1 - 2
U13B vs VP U13B lost 0 - 4
U13B vs VP U13C lost 0 - 2

SANESA
Durban Girls’ College, represented by Lisa Janse van Rensburg, 
Jordan Hancock and Sienna Setzorn, were awarded a plaque, at the 
annual SANESA Awards ceremony on Saturday 15 September, for 
winning the categories in their various age groups. Well done, girls! 
Medal and certificates to:
Lisa Janse van Rensburg
Jordan Hancock
Sienna Setzkorn

Certificate awarded to Chanél de Jager: 
KZN colours for KZN Youth Orchestra

DGC Tennis Championships 
Congratulations go to the following girls who are our DGC SP Singles 
Champion and Runner Up:
Champion - Kirsten Short
Runner Up - Dana Meehan

Athletics
DGC hosted an Inter-Schools Athletics meeting at Kings Park yesterday. 
It was the first time many of the athletes ran on a professional track and 
so much excitement was in the air. Virginia won the overall meeting.

Congratulations go to the following girls who placed in the Top 3:
Melissa Hulsen – 3rd U10 800m
Alexia Reddy – 2nd U11 150m & 2nd U11 80m
Kitty Ribbink – 3rd U12 800m
Keira Reddy – 3rd U11 80m

Tennis
Good luck to all the tennis girls taking part in the St Anne’s/Hilton 
Tennis Tournament this holiday. We will be holding thumbs for you. 
Play well and have fun! 

Water Polo
DGC vs Danville
DGC U13 vs Danville U14 - DGC won 13-0
DGC U16 vs Danville U16 - DGC won 23-1
DGC 1st vs Danville 1st - DGC won 23-0

DGC vs Toti
DGC U14 won 10-0
DGC U16 won 9-0
DGC mixed U16 & U14 vs 
Toti 1st Team - DGC won 7-1 

All the best to the 1st Team girls who will be travelling to Cape Town to 
take part in the Reddam House Water Polo Tournament. You have trained 
extremely hard this term and we know you'll play your hearts out!
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The Week Ahead MONDAY 24 SEPTEMBER - SUNDAY 30 SEPTEMBER

Monday 24

Tuesday 25

Wednesday 26

Thursday 27

Friday 28

Saturday 29

Sunday 30

HERITAGE DAY (Public Holiday)

School Holiday

School Holiday

School Holiday

School Holiday

School Holiday

School Holiday


