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“It’s not the mountain we conquer, but ourselves.” (Sir Edmund Hillary)

Okay, so uHambo is not exactly Mount Everest, but it may have felt pretty close for those girls 
who ascended first and then had to forge their own path on the descent! Nevertheless, Hillary’s 
comment holds true; physical challenge apart, when the going gets tough, it is ourselves that we 
need to conquer if we are to emerge victorious. The Grade 9 girls, accompanied by some of their 
teachers, recently completed the uHambo. uHambo means ‘to go’; to journey, and that is exactly 
what they did. The girls and teachers spent two weeks in the beautiful Winterton region; hiking, 
paddling, climbing and cycling as they stopped over at a number of scenic campsites, carrying 
everything they needed on their backs. The beautiful May weather played its part and the first 
scatterings of snow remained in the Southern Drakensberg, sparing the campers a potentially 
challenging night or two. The logistical support, including excellent medical care, ensured that 
supplies reached the girls at regular intervals and that staff received the odd ‘special request’; a 
privilege well deserved given the sacrifices made to sleep rough and to shoulder responsibility 
for the girls in their care. We are so grateful that uHambo unfolded uneventfully and that the 
girls returned safely; somewhat scruffy and hopefully extremely grateful for the comforts of 
home: family, warm showers and fresh food! Upon reflection, they will realise that it was during 
the times that they felt most challenged that they grew the most. Their stories will be told (and 
embellished no doubt) and in their Grade 12 year they will ‘refresh’ this page in their memories 
as they prepare to take their leave.

As I write this I reflect with deep sadness, humility and gratitude on a day where there has been 
a journey, not of self-discovery, but of shared memory, grief and loss. The tragic passing of Dina 
Simpson, Grade 10, has taught the girls that not everything in life can be prepared for; that 
sometimes the path takes unexpected and tragic turns and that we need to pause and breathe 
and stop a while before we redirect ourselves in this journey we call life. As people who are 
journeying together, we never leave our fellow travellers behind; we lift them up, hold them close 
through treasured memories, laughter, tears, daring and joy and carry them, in our hearts…

Heather Goedeke
Head of High School

From the Helm

uHambo Return
A beautiful moment of reunion on the field when the Grade 9s returned from the 
uHambo.

College Moments
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JP girls
Welcome 
Grade 9s 
Our excited Grade 
00 girls joined in 
the celebrations 
as they welcomed 
their "big sisters" 
back to school 
after the uHambo.

Social
Sciences
Lesson
Our Grade 5 
girls had fun
building South 
Africa out of 
dough during 
their Social 
Sciences lesson.

Courage and
Leadership  
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High School
uHambo Return

Our Grade 9s returned to College a few weeks ago 
after their uHambo experience. We are so excited 
to have our girls back, and it seems like they had an 
amazing time in Spioenkop!

Lloyd Bristow’s Incredible Dog Show

SP and JP girls were treated to Lloyd Bristow’s Incredible Dog 
Show on 28 May. 

Interactive Morning with Clifton

Last Friday the Grade R girls enjoyed spending time with their 
friends from Clifton. Durban Girls' College hosted this fun 
interactive morning.

Junior Primary
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I am an entertainer by profession; I entertain the High 
School girls in the Geography classroom. I really love my 
subject as it is dynamic and relevant. In 2012, Barack 
Obama put this very succinctly: “The study of geography 
is about more than just memorizing places on a map. 
It’s about understanding the complexity of our world, 
appreciating the diversity of cultures that exists across 
continents. And in the end, it’s about using all that 
knowledge to help bridge divides and bring people 
together.”

I have been entertaining for 22 years in total, and I have 
been at College for the last 10 years. I am the Head of 
Grade for Grade 8 which is an important milestone year for 
our girls; the gateway into High School. 

I am also the co-ordinator for the Grade 9 uHambo, our 2 
week journey out of school, out of our comfort zones, in the 
bush. We spend our days either hiking, paddling, cycling, 
and on solo day, just being - no one talks for a day! The 
uHambo is an amazing experience for our girls, something 
we can be very proud of. It is less about technology and 
academics, but focuses more on the skills of personal 
growth, social interaction, teamwork and grit. The current 
Grade 12s were the first group to experience the uHambo, 
and I listen to them with pride as they still talk about their 
experiences. If there are two lessons that I hope I impart 
either on the uHambo or in my teaching, they are: 
Be grateful, and Live in the moment.

For even the Son of Man came not to be served 
but to serve others and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.” - Mark 10:45. 
Servant-leadership is epitomised by Jesus. The 
intentionally sacrificial nature of his life and 
leadership shows his commitment to the 
wellbeing of others. It might be viewed as an 
‘upside down’ version of leadership, which so 
often relies on stepping on others to get ahead 
or to be seen as strongly in charge. But servant 
leadership isn’t weakness - Jesus is certainly 
powerful, authoritative and strong… but he uses 
that strength to lead in a way that is best for the 
wellbeing of others. Whatever that might mean 
for our leadership roles, it’s worth considering 
whether we ourselves are willing to be led by 
one whose sole goal is our ultimate good. What 
a joy to be led like that!

From our Chaplain

Meet our Staff

Meet our Staff
The most junior member of the Durban Girls’ College English Department, and 
only resident male - I teach Grade 8-10 English and I really enjoy incorporating 
technology and creativity in my lessons as much as possible, with an aim to 
equip our girls to deal with the vast technological challenges and demands that 
they face today and in the near future.  

Knowing that most of their lives are, for the most part, quite separate from our 
natural environment, I take great pleasure in shepherding the girls through the 
Tugela Valley during their uHambo experience. It is on this adventure that the 
girls have an opportunity, even if just for a few days, to truly get to know 
themselves. In each group we get to see how every child grows, adapts and
rises to new challenge. For some, it’s the physical aspect, for others, it 
may be compassion and patience - no two are alike in their experience of 
uHambo. 

It is such an experience to witness a helping hand that may start a new 
friendship, a gesture that may show acceptance, and the journey that 20 
something young ladies take together as individuals, but finish as a family. 
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Jen
Harrison 

Book Online: 
http://durbangirlscollege.co.za/…/my-fath…

/05-23_2018-600pm/

Wayne 
Schwartz 
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Tribute to Dina Simpson
The Board of Governors, School Executive, Staff, Girls and Old Girls are devastated 
at the recent tragic loss of Dina Simpson, a Grade 10 pupil at College. Dina started 

school here in Grade R, along with her twin, Kaela. She was a beautiful young 
woman: vivacious, spirited, passionate, talented and funny. Her laughter, her 

quirky eyebrow moves and her daring will provide us with tangible and beautiful 
memories of a young woman gone too soon. Dina was much loved by both the 
girls and the teachers who taught her here. She was a talented and enthusiastic 

member of the choir and the orchestra and an outstanding thespian. Her brilliant 
performance as Woodstock in the production of Snoopy (alongside her sister, 

Kaela) will never be forgotten. A truly inspiring young woman, Dina packed a lot of 
life into her fifteen years and she will be sorely missed by the College Family and 

remembered always.

We wish the Simpson family, Jeff, Julie, Kaela, Hannah and Jemma, long life. May 
the memories you have of your sweet and beautiful Dina offer you solace and give 

you strength.
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Dina Simpson (left) with her sister, 
Kaela Simpson
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HIGH SCHOOL

Hockey:
DGC vs St Mary's:
DGC U16A lost 2-1
DGC U16B lost 2-1

DGC vs Crawford La Lucia:
DGC 1st won 2-0 
DGC U16B lost 1-0
DGC U16A won 3-0
DGC U14A drew 0-0 

DGC vs Durban Girls’ High School:
DGC 1st won 6-0
DGC U16B drew 0-0
DGC U16A won 4-0
DGC U14B won 3-0
DGC U14A won 5-0

Badminton:
DGC vs Westville Girls’ High:
DGC A lost 7-0
DGC B lost 7-0 

DGC vs Durban Girls’ High:
DGC A lost 4-3
DGC B lost 7-0

Squash:
DGC vs St Mary's:
DGC lost 12-2

Cross Country:
Results from the Cross Country held at the brand new, tough, Waterfall College running trail.
U15:
Katia Economou 16th
Sophia Hulett 23rd
Aimee Hulett 29th
Amy Sang 35th
Poppy Souchon 40th

U19:
Antonia Grindrod 3rd
Ruth Malka 28th

Waterpolo:
We are so proud of Emma Herbert and Bulelwa Mzimela who have both been selected for the South African Water Polo Team to participate at 
the 4th FINA Women’s U18 Youth Water Polo Championships. Both these players have gone from strength to strength and we can’t wait to see 
what the future holds for these two talented sportswomen. Well done to Brittney Mottram who was selected as a non-travelling reserve.

Results
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SENIOR PRIMARY

Netball:

On Saturday 26 May our Netball teams participated in various tournaments. They played like stars and the results are as follows:

U12A and U13A tournament at Our Lady of Fatima
U13A:
Vs Reddam won 8-4
Vs Fatima lost 6-8
Vs Glenashley won 22-0
Vs St Mary’s won 14-3

U12A:
Vs Reddam won 5-4
Vs Fatima lost 2-10
Vs Glenashley lost 5-7
Vs St Mary’s won 5-4

U10B, U11B and U13B Tournament at Gordon Road
U13B:
Vs Embury U13A won 8-1
Vs Gordon Road U13A won 12-0
U11B:
Vs Embury U11A  lost 2-5
Vs Gordon Road U11A won 2-1
U10B:
Vs Gordon Road U10A lost 0-7
Vs Embury U10A lost 0-3

Surfing:
Kitty Ribbink was awarded the Surfer with the Biggest Heart at the KZN Surfing Awards this past weekend. She is also congratulated on making 
the quarter finals of girls U14 at the SA Champs in Jeffrey's Bay, at only 11 years old.

World Scholars Cup:
The following girls were awarded medals for their participation in the World Scholars Cup at Curro, Hillcrest on 26 and 27 May:
• Micheala Lewis
• Payal Outar
• Maddi Waller
• Ruhi Mudely
• Kimiera Jeewan
• Jia Patel
• Zaara Francis
• Alexandra Francois
• Jordan Hancock
• Louisa Hancock
• Daniella Bruwer
• Isabella Mathysen
• Ntando Mhlongo
• Imaan Ally
• Zahra Singh
Trophy for 3rd place: Collaborative Writing: Jordan Hancock / Alexandra Francois / Maddi Waller
Trophy awarded to: Daniella Bruwer / Louisa Hancock / Zahra Singh
Two College teams have progressed to round 2 of the World Scholars Cup: Daniella Bruwer / Louisa Hancock / Zaara Singh / Payal Outar / 
Kimiera Jeewa / Zaara Francis

Karate: 
Medals and Certificate awarded to Sapna Singh for her participation in South African International Federation of Funakoshi Shotokan Karate.

Results
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The Week Ahead
Monday 4

Tuesday 5

Thursday 7

Friday 8

Day 6
SP & JP: 08h30-13h00: Hearing Tests: JP Support Room

Day 7
JP: 08h00: 00/R Fathers’ Day Celebration: Astro
SP & JP: 08h30-13h00: Hearing Tests: JP Support Room
HS: 13h00-16h00: Final Consumer Studies IEB PAT (Group 2): Consumer Studies
HS: 18h00-20h00: Gr 9H & 9V Consumer Studies Dinner: Forum

Day 8
SP: 15h15: U13 Hockey against Maris Stella: DGC

Day 9
SP: 07h30-15h00: Heads’ Curriculum Breakfast: Creston College
HS: 09h00-11h00: Gr 12 IEB LO CAT Par B
JP: 10h00-15h00: Diskonto Book Sales: JP Foyer
JP: 14h00-15h00: Netball Moms & Daughters: DGC
SP: 14h30: Netball vs St Mary’s: St Mary’s School
HS: 18h00-20h00: Gr 9J & 9R Consumer Studies Dinner: Forum

Day 10
JP: 07h00-14h00: Diskonto Book Sales: JP Foyer
SP: 08h30-12h30: Gr 7 DGC & Clifton Integrated Day: Clifton School
HS: 08h30-12h30: Drama IEB Part B Examination
HS: 13h00: ISSF Sports Festival:  1st Netball Team, 1st Hockey Team and 1st Tennis Team: Roedean School
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Courage is the most 
important of  all the 

virtues because 
without courage, you 

can’t practice any other 
virtue consistently.

Maya Angelou

“

“

Saturday 9 HS: 08h00: ISSF Sports Festival:  1st Netball Team, 1st Hockey Team and 1st Tennis Team: Roedean School
SP: 08h00: U13 Hockey Tournament: St Mary’s
SP: 14h00: Annual Maths Horizon Awards Ceremony: Star College Boys’ High School


