
Issue
#20

The extensive Exchange Programme on offer at Durban Girls’ College is in its 24th year and has 
become a distinguishing feature of the school. There are currently 33 inbound and 28 outbound 
travel exchanges to a total of 10 countries, involving 16 partner schools. 

Exchange Co-ordinator, Sue Meehan, has expanded the Exchange Programme over the past 
three years. Travel affords the girls an opportunity to grow themselves through experiencing 
different cultures, meeting people who have grown up in different landscapes, establishing new 
friendships and, through being separated from their families, embarking on something of an 
inward journey. The real benefits of travel are often only realised a little later on in life. What a 
privilege it is to travel and to be enriched in this way. Poet Lord Alfred Tennyson’s famous line in 
Ulysses rings true indeed: “I am a part of all that I have met”.

The travel experience starts in Grade 9 with a local adventure in the foothills of the Drakensberg 
near Winterton. uHambo means ‘to journey’, (more colloquially, it means ‘to go’) and in Grade 
9 the girls get to know what it means to journey in both the physical and emotional sense when 
they hike for two weeks, carrying all that they need in their backpacks and experiencing the 
beautiful outdoors just two hours away from Durban. Part of this experience involves a digital 
detox and the journey successfully reminds them of how disruptive technology is and of how 
liberating it is to let go of it, even if only for a while.

The journey continues on distant shores in Grade 10, when the selected girls spread their wings 
and depart at various times in the school year to join their host families in designated schools 
in the countries with which we partner.  Through this experience they grow more independent, 
adaptable, adventurous, open-minded, interested and engaged in the world beyond that which 
they know. The positive benefits of discovering new cultures and perspectives is clearly one that 
stands the girls in good stead. Hopefully the hosting experience will open their eyes and minds 
to the wealth of diversity in their own country too. The exposure to global issues provides a 
fantastic learning opportunity for the girls and offers enrichment and insight way beyond that 
which the curriculum provides. Come to think of it, Tennyson’s views on travel resonate with the 
African concept of Ubuntu … the world becomes more connected when people learn with and 
from each other, arriving at a deeper understanding and appreciation of their own identity and 
heritage along the way.

Heather Goedeke - Head of High School

From the Helm
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College Moments
To Strand 
Our Grade 11 girls 
had a wonderful 
time at TO Strand! 
The girls enoyed 
making sand art. 
Look at this 
beautiful octopus!

Rhino 
Rally
Bailey Naiper and 
Kyra Jacobs (JP)
were very excited 
to be invited to 
attend the Rhino 
Rally, with guest 
speaker Kingsley 
Holgate.

Mindfulness in SP
A moment of Mindfulness in Mrs 
Ferreira’s classroom.

The Benefits of

Global 
Experience
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Junior Primary

Senior Primary
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Rhino Rally 

College girls who attended the Rhino Rally at Eden College on Friday 16 
February. It was a fun-filled and informative afternoon, hosted by Eden 
College and facilitated by Kingsley Holgate, modern day explorer and 
Fellow of the Royal Geographic Society.
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JP Open Day

Our JP Open Day was a resounding success. We look forward to 
welcoming new girls into our College family.

Kids' Lit Quiz

From left to right: Louisa Hancock, Jordan Hancock, Yasti Subramoney. 
Zoë Pearson: 3rd Place Certificates in the Kids’ Lit Quiz held on Tuesday 
20 February at College. Well done, girls!

Thinking Skills

Thinking glasses were essential for our Grade 
00's first Thinking Skill lesson.

Grade 5 Cake Sale 

Grade 5 girls held a Cake Sale on Tuesday 20. Proceeds from this will 
be donated to Rippon School for art supplies. Well done, girls!
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Argentinian Exchange Students

Durban Girls' College welcomed Argentinian exchange students, 
Lupe Altuzarra, Eugenia Ceballos, Felicitas Molet, Manuela Larrain, 
Camila Dramis and Virginia Smiles from Buenos Aires. We hope 
your stay with us is a happy one!

02.03.18

High School

At the Top of Mount Kosciuszko

Here are College girls, Caitlin Padayachee and Stephanie Atherton, 
at the top of Mount Kosciuszko, the highest mountain in Australia, 
which they climbed with their host sisters from Ascham School, 
Sydney.

Zulu Beading Lesson

Our exchange students enjoyed a private Zulu beading lesson from Hillcrest 
Aids Centre trainers who work with women in the Valley of 1000 Hills. 
Thank you, Winnie and Hle!

Roma Revolving Restaurant

Marya Akhtar from Downe House UK experienced the 'old world' charm of 
the Roma Revolving Restaurant with our Marketing Manager, Kelley Litkie, 
and Exchange Co-ordinator, Sue Meehan.

Durban Tour for Exchange Students

Durban Girls' College and Clifton exchange students from the USA, 
Argentina and New Zealand went on a tour of Durban last week. 
It is so wonderful to see these international visitors enjoying the 
Durban sites.

Fun with Grade 00

Our Exchange students even get to know the littlest members of our 
College family – the Grade 00 girls! Exchange is about so much more 
than just a Grade 10 classroom!

Exchange
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I was privileged last year to chaperone three DGC girls to 
the Asia Pacific Youth Leaders Summit in Singapore. The 
summit included students from 13 different countries and 
28 different schools and was run entirely by students from 
the Hwa Chong Institution. The theme of the summit was 
"Connecting the Dots of an Uncertain Future". Students 
from each country had to prepare a cultural exhibition and 
performance, but most importantly, each country was given 
a topic on which they had to prepare a dialogue which 
they presented to the rest of the students and then had to 
answer questions from the floor. South Africa's topic was 
"Cultural Values: Bridging the Old and New". Apart from 
the time spent in dialogue with the other students, the 
delegates also attended many interesting talks by several 
high-profile Singaporeans and were treated to a number of 
outings, the highlight being a visit to the Presidential Palace 
to meet the President of Singapore. The summit gave the 
girls the opportunity to interact with students from all over 
the world, and in particular with a large number of Asian 
students which was a new experience for them. The summit 
highlighted for them that although we are all different, in 
many ways we are all the same, and many of the challenges 
facing the world today affect us all equally.

A sweet friendship refreshes the soul. Proverbs 27:9

The SCA committee recently attended a conference 
at Em’seni Campsite, near Winterton. The purpose 
of this conference is to encourage and equip SCA 
committees of various schools for their task of
 leading Christian groups in 2018. It was a glorious 
weekend of sunshine and fun, with time to reflect, 
plan and strategise. But also to engage with others 
and to pray for them; to learn to hear others when 
they speak, to listen, to allow them the space to 
share their heart. These are skills with exceptional 
value for all contexts of life. Praise God for the 
opportunities we all have to afford this space to 
others, and for the sweet friendships that often 
result.

From our Chaplain

Meet the Team 

Alumna
My exchange to Argentina was a time of growth for me as I was exposed to a 
new culture and way of living. Due to the language barrier, I learnt how to 
communicate what I needed to say in different ways, and I learnt patience and 
acceptance. Mutual respect was gained amongst my exchange family, the 
friends I made, and me. This experience helped me in my role as a leader at 
College as I was able to communicate and have patience with whom I worked 
and lived. I gained a new respect for my teachers and I understood how hard it is 
to explain concepts when a person is confused. 

Being deputy head of College House helped me grow and allowed me to use my 
communication skills to be able to help the girls with problems and to try be a 
friend to all. During my senior years at College, I learnt that stress and negativity 
is very easy to give into, but I saw the results it caused and learnt to always find 
something positive in my life to focus on when negativity was present. I loved 
being part of second team hockey and enjoyed my academics, and achieved 
many of my academic goals with the help of the teacher's support. 

Through all these aspects of my life, I feel like I am ready to deal with whatever 
life has to offer me and to embrace change, challenges and opportunities. I look 
forward to what lies ahead! I’m studying BSc human life sciences at Stellenbosch 
and I hope to do my honours in genetics or biochemistry to be able to later do 
medical research. 

   Online Portal: https://dgcogg.alumnet.co.za                      www.facebook.com/DGCOGG/
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Sue 
Ausmeier

Tara
Miller

Café Flava

Keep Up to Date!

 Download
the D6

Communicator 

http://d6.co.za/education/downloads/
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SENIOR PRIMARY

Kids’ Lit Quiz:
This took place on Tuesday 20 February at DGC. 21 Schools participated and 148 learners. DGC entered two teams and one of the teams came 
third:
Certificates for 3rd place awarded to:
• Jordan Hancock
• Louisa Hancock
• Yasti Subramoney
• Zoë Pearson
Certificates of Participation awarded to:
• Milla Di Paolo
• Zara Jackson 
• Husna Randeree 
• Zahraa Ahmed

Karate: 
Certificates awarded to:
• Jessi Ramini: Brown: 2nd Kyu
• Supna Singh: Brown: 3rd Kyu
• Megan Pillay: Brown: 4th Kyu
• Shriya Bhoora: Blue Belt
• Bibi Aisha Motala: Green Belt
• Leiah Essack: Green Belt
• Kimiera Jeewan: Green Belt

HIGH SCHOOL

Tennis Championship results for 2018:
Final positions:
u19:
1st - Emma Lloyd
2nd - Chloe King
3rd - Kate Hill
4th - Catherine Holdcroft
5th - Jessica  Boonzaier
u15:
1st - Kylie Misdorp
2nd - Stella Oglesby
3rd - Leah Kiratu
4th - Talia Schneiderman
5th - Erin Lazarus and Jenna Power-Wilson
u14:
1st - Sophia Hulett
2nd - Aimée Hulett
3rd - Prena Nasai

 

Results
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The Week Ahead
Monday 5

Tuesday 6

Thursday 8

Friday 9

Day 6
HS: 15h00: Tennis U16A against St Mary’s: Westridge
HS: 15h00: Tennis U16B against Crawford La Lucia: Westridge
HS: 16h00: Hockey U14C against Kingsway: Maris Stella
SP: 18h00: Swimathon commences: DGC
SP: 18h00: D&D ‘A’ League Gala: Compulsory attendance Gr 4-7: Kings Park

Day 7
HS: 14h00-17h00: English Olympiad: Centenary Hall

Day 8
HS: 15h00: Tennis 2nd Team against Fatima: Fatima
SP: 14h30: SATS Cluster Meeting: Maths & English: Wykeham Collegiate
SP & HS: 15h15 -16h30: HS & SP Interschool Gala: DGC
SP: 17h30 for 17h30-18h30: Parents’ Speaker’s Corner: Fiona Marshall, Life Coach ‘Managing 
Expectations’: Lecture Theatre

Day 9
JP: 16h00: Inter-house Gala: DGC
HS: 15h10: Indoor Hockey U14B against St Mary’s: Maris Stella
HS: 17h30: Gr 12 History Evening: Clifton School

Day 10
JP: 09h00: Puppet Show: Feelings & Emotions: JP Hall
JP: 10h10: Gr 3 Cake Sale: Junior Primary
HS: 08h00-12h00: Gr 11 to Hamlet Productions: Durban Playhouse
HS: 09h00-11h00: Gr 12 Production ‘Anthony & Cleopatra’: Centenary Hall
HS: 13h15-15h00: Gr 12 NBT Training
SP: 14h00-16h00: Independent Gala: St Mary’s School
HS: 14h30: Action Netball U15 against Crawford North Coast: DBN North Action Arena
HS: 15h00: Action Netball U14 against Kuswag: DBN North Action Arena
HS: 15h30: Action Netball U15 against Crawford La Lucia: DBN North Action Arena
HS: 16h00: Action Netball U15 against Crawford La Lucia: DBN North Action Arena
HS: 14h30-17h00: Debate Round 3 JNR: Hillcrest
HS: 17h45: Boarder Social: College House
HS: 19h00: Action Netball 1st Team against Fatima: DBN North Action Arena
HS: Hockey U16 Touring Team against Reddam Bedfordview: Reddam Bedfordview
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Wednesday 7

02.03.18

Once a year, go somewhere you have
never been before.

Dalai Lama

 

“ “

Saturday 10 JP:08h30:  Fun morning for prospective parents (Invited Parents): Junior Primary
HS: Street Collection of OG Guild


