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“It takes courage to grow up and become who you really are.” (ee cummings)

The rebellious American poet, ee cummings, removed punctuation from his ‘rule book’ to 
liberate his thinking and to challenge convention, producing avant-garde poems which were 
innovative and favoured dynamic language. He wrote with an authenticity which rang true 
with his joy and his sorrow and in this he displayed courage. Likewise, South African icon and 
legendary jazz musician, Hugh Masekela, whose recent death we mourn, lived by the mantra: 
“I am a foward-thinking person and live in the moment to build for the future.” Creative genius, 
it seems, understands the space in which innovation thrives. It also flourishes where there is 
authenticity and self-respect. Both ee cummings and Hugh Masekela understood this. They lived 
by it.

It is our responsibility to ensure that each girl at Durban Girls’ College can “become who [she] 
really [is]”. Our strategic focus has been developed to enable this through a qualitative shift that 
will see the school become a safe space; one in which the girls can be authentic, savvy, socially 
responsible and independent; enabling the girls to recognise the role that they have to play in 
society and to be courageous in the choices that they make. We are creating an environment 
that provides the girls with opportunities to think critically, to be creative and collaborative in 
solving problems, to be curious and imaginative and to possess cultural competence and 
cognitive flexibility. These are the core skills that they will need in the 21st Century workplace. 
Our curriculum delivery and physical space needs to facilitate this so that learning is dynamic 
and meaningful for the girls and teachers.

This past week a number of Rites of Passage have taken place at Durban Girls’ College and each 
of these has seen us celebrate the growth of our girls as they move from one phase into the next; 
or from one grade into another. These Rites of Passage reinforce the pride, growth and progress
of each girl as she moves through the school. They serve as milestones along an educational
journey and they build pride, along with commitment, loyalty and friendship. This enriches our 
ethos and binds us together. 140 years of history has contributed to a rich identity; one that is 
evolving to enrich further the ethos of this proudly independent girls’ school.

On January mornings when I walk into school, I am reminded of ee cummings’s gratitude, 
expressed in the way he captures the “leaping greenly spirits of trees and a blue true dream 
of sky”.
Heather Goedeke - Head of High School

From the Helm
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Rites 
of

College Moments
SP
Maths 
Our Grade 
6B Maths 
group 
having a 
fun maths 
lesson.

First 
Swimming
Lesson
Our Grade 00 girls, 
ready to embrace 
their first College
swimming lesson. 
So many big 
smiles!

Exchange
This is how you feel when you're on 
exchange with Durban Girls' College! This 
picture of Gemma Erskine in Canada is 
worth a thousand words.

Passage
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Grade 1 Hat Ceremony

The Hat Ceremony that takes place on the fiirst day of school 
each year is a special event for our Grade 1 girls. They receive 
their Panama hats and proudly leave school wearing them for 
the very first time. 

Junior Primary

Senior Primary
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Grade 4 Blazer and Bell-Ringing Ceremony

The Grade 4 Blazer and Bell-Ringing Ceremony took place on 
Monday 22 January. This is a memorable Rite of Passage where 
girls are welcomed into the Senior Primary. Our Grade 4 girls 
are looking sharp in their new blazers!
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Grade 00 Balloon Parade 

Our Grade 00 and R girls participated in their annual Balloon 
Parade on the first day of school for 2018.

High School
Matric Induction Ceremony

The Matric Induction Ceremony took place last 
week. We can't wait to see the influence our 
Matric leaders will have on our school!

Grade R Teddy Bears Picnic

At the end of last year our Grade R 
Mums joined their daughters for a 
Teddy Bears Picnic as part of their 
Rites of Passage. Every girl received a 
teddy bear, kindly donated by the PA. 

Grade 8 Key Ceremony

The Grade 8 Key Ceremony took place on Friday. This is a significant Rite of Passage where 
girls are welcomed into the High School.

Grade 3 Farewell

Last year, our Grade 3 girls bid the
JP farewell by releasing balloons 
into the air after their Farewell 
Breakfast with their parents.
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We would like to congratulate Michael Mngadi on his 30th 
year of employment at Durban Girls' College. 

Michael is Supervisor of the Estate Staff and is responsible 
for maintenance of the school grounds, electrical work, 
setting up for functions and the overall smooth running of 
the school's facilities. 

Michael and his wife, Janet, have five children: Philile; 
Thembeka; Sthenjwa; Nzuzo and Nqobile. During his spare 
time, he likes to read newspapers and attend to his 
vegetable garden. Michael also herds his own livestock.

We congratulate you, Michael, and thank you for 30 years 
of loyal service.

We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, 
firm and secure. Hebrews 6:14

This beautiful picture described in the New 
Testament is something to hold onto in the busy 
or stormy times of life. When it feels like we 
are being blown off-course by circumstance or 
feelings, there is a place to turn for anchor. This 
verse is referring to God’s promises which are 
all so certain, they can be relied upon just as an 
anchor can be relied upon to hold the weight of 
a ship when strong currents threaten to sweep 
it away. His word is firm and secure. So much 
in our world is just the opposite, so let God’s 
promises be an anchor for your soul.

From our Chaplain

Meet the Team 

Alumna
As the second of three generations of College Old Girls, and having completed
25 years of teaching French here, I [Tory Hathorn] feel that I can justly say 
that I am a committed College girl. My mother, Rosamond Zunckel, who 
attended this school, was born in 1931, so our association spans about 80 
years. 

It has been and continues to be an immense privilege to teach here. Every 
year brings a new set of wonderful girls, creating novel and varied teaching 
experiences. Among many highlights, I have led seven tours to France, 
accompanying about 150 girls. 

One of the wonderful aspects of teaching for so long at one institution is
seeing the friendships made among girls and colleagues and the sense of 
collegiality among the staff. There are so many experiences shared, that an 
unselfconscious closeness develops.

My classroom has the best view in the school, creating scope for my passion 
which is photography!

   Online Portal: https://dgcogg.alumnet.co.za                      www.facebook.com/DGCOGG/
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Michael
Mngadi

Tory
Hathorn

Café Flava

Avoid the queue 
and book 

online!
http://www.cafeflava.co.za
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SENIOR PRIMARY

Triathlon:
Kitty Ribbink has been selected for the provisional KZN Triathlon Development Squad for 2018. Congratulations, Kitty!

Synchronised Swimming:
Congratulations to Lathitha Ntlahla in Grade 7 who has been selected for the South African Team to participate in the Mediterranean Cup in 
Spain in July. Fantastic new! Well done, Lathitha!

HIGH SCHOOL

Hockey: 
Olivia Sharratt was nominated player of the tournament in the U14 age group at the 2017 PSI Indoor Hockey Tournament. Well done, Olivia!

Swimming: 
Zoe Frank and Alice Edward qualified for the 5 km swim for the SA National OWS event to be held later this year.  
Zoe Frank came 3rd overall for the 3 km Women’s Open held at Midmar
Alice Edward qualified for the 3 km swim for the above event.
Tegan de Jongh won a gold medal for the 200 m breaststroke and a bronze for the 100 backstroke at the KZNA Premier Championships Gala.
Mila Rezac won the 1.2 km Open Water event at KZN Champs.
Well done, girls!

Synchronised Swimming: 
Congratulations to Jessica McCarthy who participated in the Champs during the holidays, gaining a 1st for figures, 2nd for the solo and 1st for 
the duet. This earned her selection into the SA U15 team. 

Waterpolo:
Congratulations to Emma Herbert and Brittany Mottram who were selected for the SA U18 Squad.

Triathlon: 
Congratulations to the following girls who have been selected for the KZN A Triathlon team:
Kira Ribbink
Amber Schlebush
Kayla Ribbink – also selected to represent SA 

Action Netball:
Well played to all the Action Netball girls who played exceptionally well considering they only had one practice:
U13A lost 6 - 14 to Our lady of Fatima U13A 
U13B beat Ashton U13B 12 - 2
U12A lost 6 - 12 to Crawford North Coast U12A 
U11A lost 6 - 8 to Penzance U11A
U10A lost 2 - 12 to Ashton U10A

Results
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The Week Ahead
Monday 29

Tuesday 30

Thursday 1

Friday 2

Day 1
14h30: SP: U13 A Action Netball against Chelsea: DBN North Action Arena
16h30: SP: 13 B Action Netball against Virginia: DBN North Action Arena
15h00: HS: U16 A Tennis against Crawford La Lucia: DGC
15H00: HS: U16 B Tennis against St Mary’s: St Mary’s
17h30: SP: U11 A Action Netball against Ashton: DBN North Action Arena

Day 2
07h30: DGC Mums Who Pray: College House 
07h30: JP: Class Liaison Mums’ Coffee Morning: JP Staff Room
15H00: HS: Tennis against DGHS: DGC
18h00: HS: Awards Ceremony: Centenary Hall

Day 3
14H30: SP: Friendly Gala: DGC
15h10: HS: Co-Ed Gala: Pietermaritzburg
17h30-19h00: HS: Gr 10 Information Evening: Hall
17h30-19h00: HS: Gr 11 Information Evening: Lecture Theatre
17h30-19h30: HS: Chelsea Information Evening: Chelsea School 

Day 4
14h30-17h00: HS: Debate Round 1 SNR: Eden College
15h10: HS: U16 Indoor Hockey League against Fatima: Maris Stella
15h50: HS: 1st Indoor Hockey League against Westville: Danville

Day 5
DGC Marketing Evening: Mtunzini School
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Wednesday 31
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In order to succeed, we must first
believe that we can.

Nikos Kazantzakis

 

“ “

Saturday 3 HS: Staff: IEB National Conferences
08h00: HS: U14 A Indoor Hockey against St Mary’s: Danville
08h40: HS: U16 B Indoor Hockey against Maris Stella: Maris Stella
09h20: HS: U14 B Indoor Hockey against Hillcrest: St Mary’s
10h00: HS: U14 A Indoor Hockey against Westville: Danville
10h40: HS: 3rd Team Indoor Hockey against Werda: UKZN
11H20: HS: U16 B Indoor Hockey against Danville: Maris Stella
12h00: HS: 2nd Team Indoor Hockey against Crawford NC: Danville
12h40: HS: U16 C Indoor Hockey against St Mary’s: Maris Stella
12h40: HS: 3rd Team Indoor Hockey against DNC: UKZN
14h00: HS: 2nd Team Indoor Hockey against Fatima: Danville
14h40: HS: U16 C Indoor Hockey against Curro: Maris Stella


