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Our Marketing Department has been exceptionally busy building and developing the Durban 
Girls’ College brand. Last week I asked Kelley Litkie, our Marketing Manager, for some branded 
wine for a ‘thank you’ gift and she proudly produced a beautifully labelled Excelsior Merlot. 
The label shows the iconic façade of Durban Girls’ College; elegant, enduring and a reminder 
of 140 years of tradition and academic excellence. It captures the heritage and beauty of the 
school, reminding us of the legacy on which today’s educational experience rests. 

Just as a fine wine is the result of authentic process, good soil, a select cultivar, consistency 
and time, so too is a good education, in the metaphorical sense. A specialist focus on girls’
education, the solid grounding that is provided at school and in our boarding establishment, 
our independence in terms of curricula and the longstanding traditions and ethos of Durban 
Girls’ College inform the education that we offer 140 years down the line. Alongside tradition 
and excellence, we recognise the need for innovation and are excited at the plans we have for 
acting on this and ensuring an all-round education that equips the girls with the skills, 
knowledge and opportunities that they need to succeed in life and at life. 

Understanding the millennial mindset, being adaptable and recognising opportunity are all 
key factors in enabling innovation and in ensuring that relationships which drive growth and 
progress are valued as a strength at our school. We value the support of our parent body in 
each phase at Durban Girls’ College. The unique educational journey we offer to each girl 
needs to grow her into a confident, curious, independent and mindful young woman, ready 
to make a difference in the world and to experience life richly, and we know that family plays 
an instrumental role in this too. It is our wish to partner more intentionally with parents as we 
navigate 21st Century education. 

Many members of the College family attended the funeral service of Ms Tessa Basson at St 
Thomas’s on Wednesday afternoon. It was beautifully conducted by Rev Jen Hands, who 
recognised the gentle, humble and courageous qualities in Tessa. Rev Hands also offered 
comfort to Tessa’s family and friends who have been deeply saddened by her short struggle 
with cancer. We will be remembering Tessa in a special memorial service at school during our 
assembly next week. She was a genuine, caring, gentle and much-loved Afrikaans teacher at 
College and we shall miss her.

Heather Goedeke
Head of High School and Executive Strategy 

From the Helm

College Moments
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College Karate 
Senseis
Congratulations to our two Karate 
Senseis, Scott Dubock who passed 
his 4th Dan black belt and Timmy 
Singh who was awarded her 6th 
Dan black belt in Karate. Both have 
trained in Japan. We are fortunate 
to have them teaching Karate at 
Durban Girls' College.

Inter - 
House 
Quiz
Great fun was 
had by all the 
SP girls and 
staff at the 
Inter-House 
Quiz on 22 
November.
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Miss Wilson

A special moment with Miss Wilson. Thank you for being such a 
wonderful Grade 1 teacher. We will miss you.

Junior Primary

Senior Primary
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SP Assembly 

Grade 7S hosted 
the SP Assembly on 
21 November. Their 
Theme was, “Growth 
Mindset.” They 
reminded girls that 
we can look at our 
challenges as 
opportunities for 
learning and 
improvement. 
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Christmas Activity

The Grade 1 and 2 girls 
enjoyed their Christmas 
activity with their Mums.
Everyone was so busy!!!

High School
Matric Class of 2017 Gift to College

The Matric Class of 2017 has provided us with a 
wonderful reminder of their time at Durban Girls’ 
College. This beautiful Galleon will remind us of 
their generosity of spirit and of their commitment to 
and love of this school. 

Thank you, girls! We wish each and every one of you 
a well-deserved holiday as you celebrate the end of 
your matric examinations. We have no doubt that 
you will have done yourselves and College proud in 
the results that you attain. 

“Nisi Dominus Frustra, the ringing voices say; God 
speed the Galleon safely on her way.”

Mshwati School Visit

The Grade 7 Library monitresses, 
accompanied by Mrs Angela White, 
visited Mshwati School on 21 
November. They presented the school 
with books for their library, which 
College girls had donated on 
Readathon Day, held on 8 September.
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Tribute to Tessa Basson

Ms Tessa Basson started teaching at Durban Girls’ College 
26 years ago. We remember her as a teacher, a colleague 
and a true friend who shared her passion for Afrikaans 
with hundreds of girls during the many years spent at 
College. She was a loving, caring, committed and extremely 
considerate person who would always go the extra mile for 
her pupils. During the past four months, Ms Basson fought 
a very brave battle against cancer which was finally lost on 
Sunday 12 November 2017. Ons gaan jou pragtige glimlag 
en liefdevolle geaardheid mis. Rus in vrede liewe Tessa.

Estelle Jordaan

The JP girls are preparing for their Christmas 
Celebration later this week. It’s appropriately 
named because Christmas is a celebration. The 
baby in the manger is a common sight on 
Christmas cards, but the heart of Christmas is 
that he didn't stay a baby. His birth is 
remembered because of what he achieved with 
the rest of his life. The last lines from my 
favourite children’s nativity book, ‘Song of the 
Stars’ by Sally Lloyd-Jones, are a poignant 
reminder of the main reason for celebration:
And they gazed in wonder at God’s great gift.
Lying on a bed of straw wrapped in rags – a tiny 
little baby. 
Heaven’s Son sleeping under the stars that He 
made.

From our Chaplain

Tribute 

Alumna
Revd Jen Hands (nee Powley 1964) is the picture of kindness, humility and grace 
and a much-loved Durban Girls' College old girl and retired teacher. Despite 
personal challenges - including being diagnosed with cancer twice, losing her 
beloved husband, 'Chooks' in 1990 to cancer, and suffering a heart-attack, Jen 
has dedicated countless hours over the years to many in the College family and 
the wider Durban community.  

Revd Hands was one of the first women to be ordained into the Diaconate and 
Priesthood in the Anglican Church in South Africa during the 1990's. A large 
focus of Jen's ministry is pastoral work as well as leading funerals, officiating  
weddings and conducting pre-marital counselling.

In Jen's own words, "We do not only have a physical, mental and emotional 
dimension to our lives, we also have a spiritual dimension, which can and should 
enable us to bring love, harmony and  peace to this hurting world. If you throw 
a stone into a dam, the circles it makes become wider and  wider. If you do 
something small to make the world a better place, you never know what an  
impact it might have on the lives of others and advancing God's Kingdom." 

Jen was this year’s recipient of the Galleon Old Girls’ Achievement Award.

   Online Portal: https://dgcogg.alumnet.co.za                      www.facebook.com/DGCOGG/
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Tessa
Basson

Revd Jen
Hands

Watch this 
Space

Our Kauai Tuckshop will be 
closing on 30 
November.

We will soon be announcing 
our new and exciting

Tuckshop brand!

New Astro
Construction is underway 
for the resurfacing of the 
Durban Girls' College 
AstroTurf. We are looking 
forward to another 
exceptional season of 
hockey in 2018!
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SENIOR PRIMARY (Wednesday 15 Nov - Tuesday 21 Nov)

Indoor Hockey:
Thursday 16 November: U13A played in the last of the league matches at Danville Girl's High. They played great hockey throughout the course 
of the afternoon. Well done, girls!
• vs Umhlali U13A won 5 - 0
• vs Virginia U13A won 3 - 0
• vs Chelsea U13A lost 1 - 3
 
Saturday 18 November: U13A team played in a tournament hosted by Danville Girls' High. They played very well and were privileged to watch 
an International test match against Zimbabwe during the course of the morning. 
• vs Virginia U13A won 2 - 0
• vs Chelsea U13A lost 1 - 3
• vs Chelsea U13B won 1 - 0
 
Water Polo:
Our four Water Polo teams travelled to St Mary's on Friday afternoon, 17 November, to participate in their U11 & U13 tournament.
• Our U13A and U11A played three matches and won three matches.
• Our U13B and U11B played three matches and won one match. 
Two of the matches were against Maris Stella A and St Mary's A. The girls put up a good fight in closely contested matches. 
Well played to all the Water Polo girls, it was a great afternoon!
 
Tennis:
DGC hosted the Annual College Cup on Saturday 18 November. Ten schools participated in what was a wonderful morning of tennis. Well 
played, Sienna Campese and Charlotte Nicolson, who represented DGC.
Congratulations go to St Mary's and The Wykeham Collegiate who contested the final, with St Mary's the final winners.

Ballet:
Amelia Darby-Wade received a Merit certificate for the Cecchetti Society Ballet exams and was also involved in the Gala performance at the 
Playhouse. Congratulations to Amelia on this wonderful achievement. 

Karate:
Congratulations go to Jessi Ramini, Grade 6, who graded from Karate brown belt 3 stripes to brown belt 2 stripes, which is quite an achievement 
for a 12 year old. Jessi trains a minimum of twice, sometimes three times a week, and her hard work has paid off. Well done, Jess!

Results
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HIGH SCHOOL (Wednesday 15 Nov - Tuesday 21 Nov)

Singing:
Rebecca Darby-Wade was accepted into the KZN Youth Choir at their recent auditions. Well done, Rebecca, on this outstanding achievement. 

Triathlon:
Kira Ribbink has been awarded the KZN U14/15 Female Triathlete of the Year at the recent prize-giving. Congratulations, Kira, on this 
acknowledgement of all your hard work and talent in the sport.

Results
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Our 2016 issue of The Galleon will only be published during the school holidays. Issues will be available to our Grade 12 girls when they collect 
their Matric results from the school in January next year. All other Grades will receive their copy during the first week of the new term.

The Galleon 2016 Yearbook



The Week Ahead
Monday 27

Tuesday 28

Thursday 30

Friday 1

Day 1
07h40-10h10 SP: Fun Inter-House Gala
10h35-12h05 SP: Prize Giving Rehearsal: Centenary Hall
12h35 HS: Early Closure

Day 2
07h30: DGC Mums’ Who Pray: College House 
07h40-08h10 SP: Assembly with Photographic Prize Giving: Lecture Theatre
08h10-09h40 SP: Prize Giving Rehearsal: Centenary Hall
10h30-12h00 JP: Awards Ceremony Rehearsal: Centenary Hall
HS: IEB Final Examinations end
12h35 HS: Early Closure
18h00-19h00 HS: Drama Showcase # 3: Lecture Theatre 

Day 3
08h10-10h10 SP: Prize Giving Rehearsal: Centenary Hall
10h35-12h05 JP: Awards Ceremony Rehearsal: Centenary Hall
10h30-11h30 SP: Seniors’ Outreach Christmas Morning: Functions Room 
HS: Gr 8 Christmas Party with Nursery Schools: Botanical Gardens
HS: Exams end
11h00-12h00 SP: Seniors’ Outreach Christmas Morning: Functions Room
12h35 HS: Early Closure

Day 4
07h40-08h10: Tessa Basson Memorial Service: Centenary Hall 
07h45-15h00 Waltons’ Back to School Stationery Sales: Functions Room 
11h00-12h00 JP Awards Ceremony: Centenary Hall 
12h35 SP: Early Closure
12h35 HS: Early Closure
18h00 SP: Prize Giving: Centenary Hall

Day 5
11h00-15h00: Waltons’ Back to School Stationery Sales: Functions Room 
11h00-12h00: JP Gr R Teddy Bear Picnic with Mums’ and presentation of PA gift: JP Hall
10h35 SP: Water Polo Inter House & Party : DGC
10h30-11h30 HS: Gr 8 Sex Education Talk: Lecture Theatre
11h30-12h30 HS: Gr 9 Sex Education Talk: Lecture Theatre
12h35 SP: Early Closure
12h35 HS: Early Closure
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Wednesday 29
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Nothing will work 
unless you do

Maya Angelou
“ “


