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Many years ago when I was at school, my parents rarely ventured over my school’s 
threshold, unless it was a Parents’ Afternoon (once a year) or there was a direct summons 
for whatever reason. Communication was via letter and reporting, sterile and formal.

Involving parents in a constructive and meaningful way in their daughter’s education is 
a passion of mine, and, indeed, College’s too. The previously perceived adversarial role 
of 'parents vs the school' is the antithesis of what holistic, meaningful education is all 
about. Rather, it's a drawing alongside with teachers in support of each girl on her unique 
educational journey. The parental role is critical, and one we as a school will be focussing 
more specifically on in months to come. This kind of collaborative engagement requires 
considerable investment of time from all parties and a willingness to charter the course 
together. In the Senior Primary, our girls have already benefitted from a continuous 
feedback reporting system, whereby parents are kept updated on their daughter's
progress, on sometimes a daily basis, when necessary. 

More than this, I encourage parents to get involved in one of the several platforms offered 
at school which include; attending parent talks and workshops, the Parents’ Association, 
volunteering skills and most importantly, becoming a positive Brand Ambassador for our 
school. 

We value our parents and are so cognisant of the ‘village raising a child’ concept. As we 
challenge our teachers every day, I challenge every parent to be the change and make a 
difference.

Parents’ Association: pa@dgc.co.za
Mums Who Pray (for mums and dads):mumswhopray@dgc.co.za
Old Girls: oldgirls@dgc.co.za

Lynne van Dellen
Head of Senior Primary

From the Helm

Saheli and
Haseena
Saheli Bhayroo 
received a bronze 
medal for 
gymnastics and 
Haseena 
Randeree 
received her 
green belt in 
Karate.

College Moments
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girl.talk@dgc 2018

The dates have been set for girl.talk@dgc 2018! Make a note in your calendar, HS girls!

IT
Baraza
Our Grade 
4 girls
participated 
in the Parents’ 
IT Baraza on 
Monday 13            
November. 

Parents 
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Mothwa Haven

The Grade 2 girls spread some Christmas cheer at Mothwa 
Haven. They sang songs, recited poems and provided mince pies, 
Christmas pudding and custard for everyone to enjoy at their 
Christmas dinner!

Junior Primary

Senior Primary
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Living Maths Space Tour

The Space Talk 2017 was 
presented by NASA 
astronaut, Dr Don Thomas, 
on 9 November. He has had 
the privilege of orbiting 
space four times. Don
captivated the audience with 
his interesting and 
informative talk on Space 
and his experiences.

17.11.17

Makabongwe Creché

The Grade 00 and R girls 
spent a happy morning with 
the pupils from Makabongwe 
Creché. Our girls certainly 
know how to serve the wider 
community and reach out to 
others.

High School
Matric Exams

Examination season continues with all High School 
girls involved in the process. The Matrics are
nearing the end of the examination session now and 
will be looking forward to a well-deserved break. 

Our Matric girls wrote their isiZulu exam on the 16 
November, and afterwards, met with The Daily News 
for interviews! What an exciting way to end off the 
subject! Look out for the article in today's ediition of 
the Daily News!
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I am a passionate Old Girl who attended Durban Girls' 
College from Grade 3 in 1986 until Matric 1996, where I 
ended as a Prefect and Hunter House Captain. I loved every 
opportunity that College afforded me and feel incredibly 
grateful to be back here in the capacity of staff member and 
parent for the last two years. I always wanted to teach and 
it is the teachers that I had in my years here at College that 
inspired and motivated me to follow my dream. 

In looking back, you truly realise how fortunate you were 
and it has been a privilege to have been a small part in 
some of these young girls' lives over the past two years. 
I will treasure my time here, as a pupil, parent and staff 
member, forever! Having my daughter, Alison, follow in my 
footsteps at this amazing school is what I always dreamed 
of, and the pride I feel at watching her experience all that 
College has to offer, is enormous. It truly is a very special 
place and it is with a heavy heart that we have to move to 
Cape Town to support my husband's career. I wish we both 
could have had more time, but the past two years have 
been very happy ones, and I know we will both always be 
College Girls!

A very warm thank you to all our liaison parents in each 
phase of the school for their invaluable support of our 2017 
events. It has been a 'bumper year' of fun activities that has 
given us an opportunity to meet new parents, reinforce our 
family connections, and enhance our sense of community. 
We have, in common, our choice of Durban Girls' College as 
the best place for our daughters to be! 

Some of the activities of the year have included the JP & 
SP Movie Night and picnic on the hockey field, the Matric 
Parent celebratory Cocktail Party on the night of the Matric 
Dance, a Gratitude Tea for our academic staff co-hosted 
with the Old Girls Guild, sponsorship towards the inaugural 
Girl Talk, and Rites of Passage gifts. We wish you well as the 
year end looms, and take the opportunity to remind you to 
please SWIPE YOUR MYSCHOOL CARD! 
Janina Masojada - Chairman of PA

Mine are tears in times of sorrow
Darkness not yet understood
Through the valley I must travel
Where I see no earthly good.
But mine is peace that flows from heaven
And the strength in times of need
I know my pain will not be wasted
Christ completes his work in me.

These lyrics from a hymn by CityAlight describe 
the reality that sometimes life feels dark. We 
may ask deep questions about why God allows 
certain things to happen. But it also asserts that 
he offers a peace that is different to any other 
form of comfort from any other source. The 
valley may be dark, but there is yet hope.

From our Chaplain

Meet Our Staff

Alumna
Lynne graduated with a Bachelor of Commerce from the University of Natal, 
majoring in Accounting, Business Administration and Marketing, after her 
schooling at Durban Girls’ College.  While teaching at Damelin College, she 
completed a BProc degree through UNISA and left teaching to raise her young 
family. Lynne has served on the Board of Governors at Durban Girls’ College and 
has held leadership positions with various organisations. She served as Director 
of Marketing at College for fourteen years during which time she chaired the 
Independent Schools’ Marketing Association, serving also as national chair, and 
organised the ISMA conferences held in KwaZulu-Natal.  On several trips 
overseas (essential as her daughter and three of her grandchildren live in 
Sydney), Lynne has used the time to visit schools in both the UK and Australia,
in order to glean marketing ideas. Her children and their children are her 
inspiration.   

On her retirement from College, Lynne established a marketing consultancy 
business. While enjoying this, as well as Yoga, dance classes and a vast amount 
of reading, Lynne is organising the 50th reunion of the Class of 1969, scheduled 
for 2019, and is looking forward to a 3rd generation family member donning the 
green uniform when granddaughter, Elle, starts school in Grade 00 in 2018.   

   Online Portal: https://dgcogg.alumnet.co.za                      www.facebook.com/DGCOGG/
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Louisa 
Cruikshank

Lynne
Nielson

PA
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HIGH SCHOOL (Wednesday 8 Nov - Tuesday 14 Nov)

Ballet:
Jessica McCarthy, recently completed her Cecchetti Ballet Exam - Intermediate Foundation level. She passed with 89% (Distinction) and was 
selected for the Gala Performance at the Playhouse Theatre. She was also awarded a special mention at the performance for the third best 
dancer in KZN at this level! Well done Jessica on this outstanding achievement! 

Synchronised Swimming:
Results KZN Figure Competition 

Age Group 13 – 15:
Jessica McCarthy  38.84
Sarah Sparks  35.93

Junior:
Giulia Torino  54.73
Roxanne Thornton 43.70

Results

info@dgc.co.za www.dgc.co.za17.11.17



P5

SENIOR PRIMARY (Wednesday 8 Nov - Tuesday 14 Nov)

Indoor Hockey: 
Our U12 Team played their last fixtures on Monday 6 November and ended the season on a high note, playing great hockey. Well done, girls!
DGC vs Crawford North Coast: U12A won 3-0
DGC vs Crawford North Coast: U13B drew 0-0

Swimming:
On Tuesday 7 November, A Team participated in a Friendly Gala at Clifton. This included our Grade 3 girls swimming in the U9 age group.

On Wednesday 8 November, we hosted a Senior Primary Friendly Gala for the A and B Teams of the invited schools. It was a wonderful 
afternoon of competitive swimming and great camaraderie among the schools. Our 10A team won 4 out of their 5 races and the U12A 
were winners.

Classic Ballet: Cecchetti Society:
Isobel Officer passed with merit. 

Results
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The Week Ahead
Monday 20

Tuesday 21

Thursday 23

Friday 24

Day 6
08h30-12h30 SP: Gr 7 Mariannhill Monastery
14h10 JP: Tennis Fixture vs Maris Stella: DGC 
14h30 SP: Tennis Fixture vs Maris Stella: DGC 
Day 7
07h30: DGC Mums’ Who Pray: College House 
08h00 JP: Gr 3 Countries and Cultures Morning: JP Hall
08h30-12h00 SP: Gr 7 Etiquette Course: SP Drama Room 
09h00-10h00 SP: Gr 6 Beth Neale Presentation: Swimming Pool
10h00-13h30 SP: Gr 7 Library Monitresses & Mrs White: Mshwati School Visit

Day 8
07h30-08h15 SP: Speakers Corner: Verlie Oosthuizen: Lecture Theatre
10h35-14h00 SP: Inter House Quiz: Lecture Theatre 
11h00 JP: Christmas Puppet Show: JP Hall
18h00 HS: College House Leavers’ Dinner: College House 
18h30-20h00 SP: Gr 7 Dinner: Durban Country Club

Day 9
09h30-13h00 SP: Gr 7 Outing to Bike & Bean
09h40-12h00 SP: Gr 6B Vida Café Outing 
17h30 JP: Gr 1, 2, 3 Christmas Celebration: Peace Garden

Day 10
07h30 JP: Liaison Mums’ Special Service & Breakfast: JP Hall/College House 
09h15-11h15 SP: Gr 6J Vida Cafe’ Outing 
09h30-12h00 SP: Gr 7 Integrated Day – Quiz with Clifton: DGC
11h00-12h45 SP: Gr 6T Vida Café Outing
14h30 SP: U11 & U13 Water Polo Tournament: St Mary’s School 
SP: Water Polo Tournament U13 & U11: St Mary’s 
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Wednesday 22

17.11.17

There is no such thing as a perfect parent. 
So just be a real one.

Sue Atkins
“ “

Saturday 25 08h00 SP: U13 Water Polo Festival: DGC 


