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T he Galleon 2016 serves as a 
record of  the year. It records the 
successes and achievements of  

our school. It reflects on outings and 
relationships. The photographs are of  
happy, smiling girls who are relishing 
the opportunities they have been 
afforded on many fronts.

How we view success is indicative of  
our relationship with life. Whether it be 
parent or child, teacher or pupil, team 
or individual, it’s about what we do and 
when we do it, it’s how we do it and our 
attitudes when we do it.  We have to 
connect not only with the opportunity 
but with those with whom we engage 
when afforded opportunities.  All of  
this will contribute to our happiness.

Acting Head’s Report
2016

Mahatma Gandhi defines happiness 
as ‘consistency between our values, 
thoughts and actions’”. This school 
magazine conveys happiness, and my 
prayer is that our values as a school 
will continue to underpin all we do to 
ensure ongoing happiness.  

Our thoughts have an impact on our 
actions. Therefore, what we think, not 
only of  ourselves, but also of  others, 
influences the roles that others play in 
our lives, and subsequently effects the 
difference that we can make in theirs.  
Our actions must always contribute 
positively to our world - all needs to  
be in synergy if  we are to experience 
true happiness.

Next year, Durban Girls’ College 
celebrates its 140th Birthday.   
What a privilege we have to be part 
of  the fabric that makes our school. 
We will remain forever indebted to 
the forward thinking founders of  this 
educational institution of  excellence.  
They understood the value of  educating 
young women, not only to uplift them, 
but to afford them their rightful place 
as contributors to the world at large.

Marianne Bailey

“Mahatma Gandhi 
defines happiness as 
consistency between 
our values, thoughts 
and actions.” 

Acting Head’s Report

Old Girls’ Guild
 Nursery School
 Reunion Day
 Matric Lunch
 Nursery Schools
 Oyster Box
 Cocktail Party
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Old Girls’
Guild
2016 Report

During the last year the 
committee of  the DGC Old Girls’ 
Guild reaffirmed the vision of  

the organisation, namely:
Our purpose is to facilitate and actively 
encourage the continued involvement 
of  all Old Girls in the wider community 
of  Durban Girls’ College with a view to 
ensuring the continued well-being of  
our school and its Old Girls.

The execution of  this vision is carried 
out through activities focused on 
building relationships in three specific 
areas: 

• Current Pupils of  DGC – building 
relationships with learners to 
encourage “stick” when they leave 
the school system;

• Old DGC Girls – encouraging 
involvement through networking 
leading to greater personal life 
fulfilment, creating a brand for the 
Old Girls, building relationships 
to lead to school give-back and 
identifying future fundraising 
opportunities, and

• The Nursery schools: Enkuliso 
& Ekujabuleni – continued 
involvement, support and 
upliftment. 

The Old Girls’ Guild has had a 
successful 2015/2016 year, with 
substantial progress in accordance with 
our strategy in all three of  these areas.

DGC OGG and current DGC scholars:
The Old Girls hosted a Farewell 
Luncheon for the 2015 Matric year.  
The guest speaker was Ms Nicola Ashe, 
and the talk was both entertaining  
and enlightening as Nicola shared 
stories from her time at school,  
time abroad, work experience and  
life lessons to date. 

Formal dance classes for the Grade 10 
girls were re-introduced during the 
2015 year, with much success. In 2016, 
the DGC girls again danced with the 
Grade 11 boys from Clifton, and it was 
delightful to witness the enjoyment  
and the progress made over the  
course of  the programme.

The Old Girls worked together with 
DGC to implement a programme  
called “MyLife”, designed for DGC 
learners in Grade 8, 9 and 10.  The aim 
of  the “MyLife” programme is to:

• Provide a platform for the young 
lady to consider and come to grips 
with her own uniqueness.

• Provide a process of  accountability 
where the learner commits to 
actions that ensure living life with 
purposeful intention.

The programme was highly successful 
and this initiative was welcomed by all 
involved.

DGC OGG and Old Girls:
The Bridge Drive remains a popular 
event on the Old Girls’ calendar and 132 
ladies enjoyed a fun morning of  bridge 
in the Centenary Hall, with wonderful 
prizes on offer in May 2016. This event 
generated R18,000 of  fundraising, 
which was a welcome addition to 
the Nursery Schools Sponsorship 
Programme. During October 2015, the 
Guild hosted a cocktail party at the 
Oyster Box Hotel. 

The evening was popular and the 
camaraderie amongst the Old Girls was 
exciting to witness. This event was a 
good reminder to the Old Girls of  the 
importance of  social interaction within 
our greater DGC OG community.

Another drinks function was held 
in March 2016 at The Bungalow, 
Cape Town. The aim to connect with 
the “younger” Old Girls in order to 
strengthen networking amongst their 
school peers and to re-affirm the link 
back to DGC was well achieved. The 
Annual DGC Reunion Day will be held 
on Friday, 29th July 2016.

DGC OGG and the Nursery Schools:
Mrs Nerissa Govind joined long-
standing Guild Committee member, 
Mrs Jann Nichols, to raise the profile 
of  the Nursery Schools and reaffirm 
the commitment of  the DGC Old 

Girls’ Guild to the sustainability of  
these institutions. Much success 
has been seen in this sphere of  the 
Guild’s activities: Ms Paula Nel was 
instrumental in organising corporate 
sponsorship for both Enkuliso and 
Ekujabuleni, and this has sparked 
several projects at both schools that 
were previously moving ahead, albeit at 
a slower rate of  progress. Such projects 
will be further detailed in the Nursery 
Schools Report to follow.

DGC OGG General:
The Old Girls’ Guild is constantly 
reviewing the relationship that the 
Guild has with the current scholars, 
past scholars and Nursery Schools to 
ensure its engagement is relevant and 
meaningful.

Mrs Lynne Neilson has resigned as the 
DGC OGG Alumnae Administrator. 
Lynne has served the school 
passionately in the past and she will 
always be an esteemed DGC Old Girl. 
The Guild wishes Lynne all of  the very 
best for her future. 

We thank the following members who 
are retiring full-time from the Guild 
this year:

• Mrs Angela Rowe for her endless 
passion, wisdom and control with 
which she has commandeered 
 over the finances of  the OGG 

• Mrs Jann Nichol for the abundance 
of  love, care and understanding 
with which she has nurtured  
the relationship with the  
Nursery Schools 

• Mrs Cara Dunlop for her strength, 
support and intuitive thought 

• Mrs Sally Strachan for her years  
of  Bridge Drive organisation  
and hours of  give-back to  
the Guild 

• Mrs Cassandra Holdcraft for her 
passion, care and insight into the 
OGG activities. 

I would also like to take this 
opportunity to thank our Secretary, 
Mrs Alison Parle, and the entire 
committee for their continued 
dedication, time and passion in 
fulfilling the Guild’s objectives.

I would also like to thank Mrs Nerissa 
Govind for her unfaltering dedication 
to the strategy of  the Guild and the 
many hours of  time and effort she has 
dedicated over the past year. Nerissa, 
you are a rock and it is an honour 
working together.

We welcome new committee members; 
Mrs Taryn Hompes, Mrs Trisha Gopal 
and Mrs Sarah McGregor, to the Guild, 
and look forward to working with them 
in the years to come.

Thank you.

Simone Verster 
Chairlady of the Old Girls’ Guild
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Reunion Day Nursery Schools

This past year has been productive 
for both Ekujabuleni and 
Enkuliso nursery schools, with 

the implementation of  various projects 
and innovative ideas.

It has been a pleasure working with 
Jann Nichol and sharing in her passion 
for the nursery schools. She has been 
associated with the schools for 18 years, 
and her dedication and commitment 
are greatly appreciated by the Old Girls’ 
Guild. Even though Jann will no longer 
be an active member of  the committee, 
she promises to still stay in touch with 
the schools. Thank you Jann for your 
guidance this past year, and I hope to 
fulfill the needs of  the schools with  
the same drive and ambition that you 
have displayed.

Delta Property Fund has sponsored 
some of  our projects, making dreams 
become a reality. The Guild is extremely 
grateful to Paula Nel for bringing it 
on board. We were able to implement 
our book projects at Ekujabuleni in 
September 2015 and at Enkuliso in  
May 2016. This included teacher 
training by Bev Dyer (Educational 
Consultant & Trainer). 

The benefits from the training are 
evident in that the teachers have more 
structure in the day to day routine. 
We provided the schools with mobile 
bookshelves, books, blocks and puzzles. 
On my recent visit to the schools, I was 
impressed to see so many children 
enjoying reading. For the baby groups, 
we purchased soft toys that form an 
integral part of  early learning.
We also attended to the repairs of  the 
swings and maintenance of  the outdoor 
equipment to ensure that these were in 
proper working order and safe for play. 

The vegetable garden at Ekujabuleni is 
flourishing, under the supervision of  
the principle, Sam Gumede, with the 
assistance of  a gardener who is paid 
by the Guild. Cara Dunlop has played 
a pivotal role in guiding Sam with this 
project, and we thank her for assistance 
herein. The produce from these gardens 

is a welcomed addition to the children’s 
daily meals. We hope to replicate a 
similar vegetable garden at Enkuliso  
in the near future. 

Our vision is to establish a sustainable 
vegetable garden that can supplement 
the meals of  the children and be 
an interactive educational learning 
experience.

At the beginning of  2016 we produced 
a ‘promotional video’ of  the nursery 
schools, highlighting their progress. It 
was shown to the DGC pupils and was a 
resounding success. 

In April, the Grade 7 pupils had an 
interactive morning with the Grade 
Rs from the nursery schools at 
People’s Park. The Grade 7s brought an 
assortment of  storybooks which they 
read to the children, and then donated a 
book to each child.

The Junior Primary donated chairs 
and crayons to the schools.  Michelle 
Edgcumbe (the school Chaplain) who 
is the head of  outreach at DGC, has 
shown a keen interest in our nursery 
schools. She has initiated a project 
with the Community Engagement 
Committee of  DGC to collect items 
required by the nursery schools. 
Michelle and her committee will 
be joining us on the 21st June in 
celebrating 70 years at Enkuliso.

The pupil numbers at both nursery 
schools have increased steadily over  
the past year. At Enkuliso, two 
voluntary helpers have been employed, 
the salaries of  which are paid for by the 
Guild. Bongani, the DGC school driver, 

continues to faithfully deliver the 
vegetables each week, and he is always 
willing to take goods to the two schools 
for the Guild.

Our focus for the rest of  the year will 
be on repairs and maintenance at 
Enkuliso.

I would like to thank Angela Rowe and 
Simon Verster for all their support and 
the other committee members for their 
commitment. It has been a pleasure 
working with a wonderful team of   
Old Girls. 

Nerissa Govind
Vice- Chairlady DGC Old Girls’ Guild

June 2016

“Our vision is to establish a sustainable vegetable 
garden that can supplement the meals of the 
children and be an interactive educational learning 
experience.”

Good Morning to all the Old 
Girls, members of  staff, and 
Committee Members. Thank 

you for joining us today – it is such a 
pleasure to see so many of  you here! 
We would like to welcome Michelle 
Posemann, the new Chairlady of  the 
Board, and who is an Old Girl, and also 
ex-Chairladies of  the Guild,  
Vida Herbert and Lynne Neilson.

I hope that most of  you were able to join 
us for the fabulous cocktail party last 
night. I would just like to start by taking 
the opportunity to thank Les Small 
and her team for the superb catering. 
For those who do not know Les, she is 
the Head of  College House, and if  last 
night’s fare was anything to go by, I’m 
sure there are many happy boarders in 
her care! Thank goodness the school 
can also offer top-class gym facilities, 
just a skip down the corridor!

My aim today is to give everyone a 
brief  update on the activities of  the 
Old Girls’ Committee over the last year. 
As a starting point, the Committee 
specifically undertook a review of  the 
vision of  our organisation, and we  
re-affirmed that:

Our purpose is to facilitate 
and actively encourage the 
continued involvement of 
all Old Girls in the wider 
community of Durban 
Girls’ College with a view to 
ensuring the continued well-
being of our school and its 
Old Girls.

The execution of  this vision is carried 
out through interaction and activities, 
focused on building relationships in 
three specific areas: 

• Firstly, with the current pupils 
of  DGC. Our aim is building 
relationships with learners to 
encourage retention when they 
leave the school system

• Secondly, with Old DGC Girls. We 
want to encourage involvement 
through networking, creating a 
brand for the Old Girls, greater 
Old Girl involvement in the school 
and identifying future fundraising 
opportunities

• And Thirdly, with our nursery 
schools, Enkuliso & Ekujabuleni, 
which the Old Girls have supported 
for over 70 years. We have pledged 
our continued involvement, 
support and upliftment for these 
important establishments.

The Old Girls’ Guild has had a 
successful year, with substantial 
progress in all three of  these areas. 
I would like to share some of  the 
highlights in each of  these aspects.

For the Current Scholars
We hosted a Farewell Luncheon for 
the 2015 Matric year and arranged 
Durban Brand Consultant and Old 
Girl, Nicola Ashe, as guest speaker. 
Nicola’s presentation to the girls 
was entertaining, enlightening and 
as spunky as she is.  The girls really 
identified with Nicola and she inspired 
many to reach for their dreams, no 
matter what obstacles they face.

Formal dance classes for the Grade 10 
girls were re-introduced during the 
2015 year with the Grade 11 boys from 
Clifton. The three Guild Committee 
members whose daughters attended 
had their eagle eyes on the boys’ 
behaviour! 

Finally, the Old Girls worked together 
with DGC staff to implement a 
programme called “MyLife”, designed 
for learners in Grade 8, 9 and 10.  
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The aim of  the “MyLife” programme 
is to give the girls an opportunity to 
identify their own uniqueness, be 
accountable for themselves and live 
with intention. The programme was 
successfully implemented and will be 
run over three years.

For the Old Girls:
The Bridge Drive remains a popular 
event on the Old Girls’ calendar and 132 
ladies enjoyed a fun morning of  bridge 
in the Centenary Hall with wonderful 
prizes on offer in May 2016. This was 
a welcome addition to the nursery 
schools sponsorship programme, as we 
made a profit of  R18,000.

In October last year, the Guild hosted a 
cocktail party at the Oyster Box Hotel. 
The evening was hugely popular and a 
good reminder to the Old Girls of  the 
importance of  social interaction and 
networking within our greater DGC
OG community.

Another drinks function was held in 
March this year at The Bungalow in 
Cape Town. The aim was to connect 
with the “younger” Old Girls to bring 
them together after finding their feet 
in a new city. This event was a roaring 
success, and an excellent pilot initiative 
to ensure continuity of  the relationship 
between recent scholars and the Old 
Girls’ Guild. 

For the Nursery Schools:
Vice-Chairlady Nerissa Govind joined 
long-standing Guild Committee 
member, Jann Nichols, to raise the 
profile of  the Nursery Schools and 
reaffirm the commitment of  the DGC 
Old Girls’ Guild to the sustainability 
of  these institutions. Much success has 
been seen in this sphere of  the Guild’s 
activities. I have to mention Paula Nel 
who continues to be instrumental in 
organising corporate sponsorship for 
both Enkuliso and Ekujabuleni, which 
has sparked the energising of  several 
projects at both schools. Nerissa will 
provide more detail on these amazing 
initiatives shortly.

There has been some movement in 
the Old Girls Committee during this 
year. Lynne Neilson, who has been a 
stalwart of  the school for many years, 
resigned this year as the Alumnae 
Administrator. Lynne has served the 
school passionately in the past as a 
member of  staff, member of  the Board 
of  Governors and Chairlady of  the 

Guild itself. Lynne will always be an 
esteemed DGC Old Girl and we are 
delighted that you could join us today 
and we wish you all of  the very best for 
the future. Lynne is not going too far, 
and will be joining the Old Girls and the 
DGC choir for a concert in Stellenbosch 
in August.

I would also like to extend my personal 
thanks to the following members who 
are retiring full-time from the Guild 
this year:

• Angela Rowe (our Treasurer)
• Jann Nichol 
• Cara Dunlop
• Sally Strachan, and
• Cassandra Holdcraft

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the entire Committee, including 
the outgoing ladies, for their countless 
hours of  continued dedication, time 
and passion in fulfilling the Guild’s 
objectives. All these women have 
wisdom, understanding, strength, 
intuition, care and an abundance of  
love for DGC, the Old Girls and the 
sustainability of  the school, and it 
is a great honour to be part of  this 
committee. I want to specifically 
mention Nerissa Govind for her 
unfaltering dedication to the strategy 
of  the Guild and the many hours of  
time and effort she dedicates to the 
nursery schools – constantly driving for 
advancement and accountability.
 
I would also like to welcome our new 
committee members; Taryn Hompes, 
Trisha Gopal and Sarah McGregor; to 
the Guild. I look forward to working 
with you in the years to come. 

Finally, I hope that everyone has had 
a chance to meet our amazing new 
administrator, Rene Bowyer, in person. 

Rene will be the link to the committee 
for many of  you, so hopefully she will 
become a familiar one! We are more 
than delighted that you have joined our 
team – your energy, efficiency  
and contribution are already 
noticeable. 

Please enjoy this short video of   
the school and enjoy the rest of   
your morning.

Thank you.

Committee
Members
Outgoing Committee 
Members

New Committee 
Members

Lynne Neilsen
Angela Rowe
Jann Nichol
Cara Dunlop
Sally Strachan
Cassandra Holdcraft

Taryn Hompes
Trisha Gopal
Sarah McGregor
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Reunion

Archive Committee Pizza 
Party – A Pizza party 
was held at break time to 
thank our 2016 Archive 
Committee for all their hard 
work through the year. 

Baroque to Rock – Old girls were treated to a 
performance by the DGC Senior Choir at  

Mount Vernon Wine Farm.



Page | 11 Page | 12www.dgc.co.za www.dgc.co.za

The Galleon | 2016 The Galleon | 2016

Reunion
Day
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Martric Lunch

Matric Lunch – Our OG’s treated the 
newest members of  the Guild to a 
wonderful afternoon. It included a 3 
course meal with a guest speaker and 
macaroon journals for presents

Nursery Schools

Nursery School Visits – Many visits 
were made during 2016 to our 2 Nursery 
Schools, namely Ekujabuleni and 
Enkuliso.
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Oyster Box

Oyster Box Drinks – A great time was 
had at our annual Oyster Box drinks 

this year. A day which should  
not be missed!

Cocktail Party



Page | 17 Page | 18www.dgc.co.za www.dgc.co.za

The Galleon | 2016 The Galleon | 2016

Journey
Brand Theme
Durban Girls’ College is a 
journey, in multiple senses 
of the word. It is a journey 
through academic, cultural 
and sporting endeavours.  
A journey of the world at 
large. A journey of the self. 

Class of 2016


