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T he Galleon 2016 serves as a 
record of  the year. It records the 
successes and achievements of  

our school. It reflects on outings and 
relationships. The photographs are of  
happy, smiling girls who are relishing 
the opportunities they have been 
afforded on many fronts.

How we view success is indicative of  
our relationship with life. Whether it be 
parent or child, teacher or pupil, team 
or individual, it’s about what we do and 
when we do it, it’s how we do it and our 
attitudes when we do it.  We have to 
connect not only with the opportunity 
but with those with whom we engage 
when afforded opportunities.  All of  
this will contribute to our happiness.

Acting Head’s Report
2016

Mahatma Gandhi defines happiness 
as ‘consistency between our values, 
thoughts and actions’”. This school 
magazine conveys happiness, and my 
prayer is that our values as a school 
will continue to underpin all we do to 
ensure ongoing happiness.  

Our thoughts have an impact on our 
actions. Therefore, what we think, not 
only of  ourselves, but also of  others, 
influences the roles that others play in 
our lives, and subsequently effects the 
difference that we can make in theirs.  
Our actions must always contribute 
positively to our world - all needs to  
be in synergy if  we are to experience 
true happiness.

Next year, Durban Girls’ College 
celebrates its 140th Birthday.   
What a privilege we have to be part 
of  the fabric that makes our school. 
We will remain forever indebted to 
the forward thinking founders of  this 
educational institution of  excellence.  
They understood the value of  educating 
young women, not only to uplift them, 
but to afford them their rightful place 
as contributors to the world at large.

Marianne Bailey

“Mahatma Gandhi 
defines happiness as 
consistency between 
our values, thoughts 
and actions.” 

Acting Head’s Report
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Sport

2016 has proved to be an exciting 
and entertaining year for sport, 
both internationally and here 

at Durban Girls’ College. Set against 
the colourful background of  the Rio 
de Janeiro Olympic Games, the DGC 
Sports teams and athletes flourished 
and performed to their potential. 

In the spirit of  the Olympic Games, the 
DGC athletes showed their true colours 
by competing with pride for their 
school, passion for their sports, and 
respect for their opponents. With over 
130 KZN Provincial Representatives 
and 17 South African Representatives/
Selections competing locally and 
internationally, these girls excelled in 
their disciplines and were exceptional 
ambassadors for DGC.

Our Swimming teams had yet another 
excellent year. The High School 
Swimming team placed 2nd at the 
Annual National Aquatics Festival and 
won the local Durban and Districts 
Girls’ A Gala for the 11th consecutive 
year. The Senior Primary A team 
swimmers won their Durban and 
Districts Girls’ A League Gala, while 
the Senior Primary B swimming team 
placed 2nd in the Durban and District 

Girls’ D League Gala. We congratulate 
all the swimmers who gave their all for 
their team, as well as those who went 
on to compete individually, at Level 3 
Galas and at Junior and Senior level 
National Galas.

Continuing with Aquatics, the Water 
Polo teams also excelled in the pool. 
With all our teams competing in 
national tournaments throughout the 
year, the 1st team enjoyed a particularly 
successful 12 months. They placed 
3rd overall in the Annual National 
Aquatics Festival Water Polo section, 
won the prestigious St Peter’s Girls’ 
Tournament, placed 7th at the Reddam 
u19 Girls’ tournament, and finished 
7th at the St Stithian’s 1st Team 
Tournament! The u13 team played 
exceptionally well at the St Stithian’s 
tournament, placing 2nd overall 
in the u13 Girls’ section.  The DGC 
teams surpassed all expectations, and 
continued to grow and perform well in 
all the local league games.

Tennis at DGC continues to develop in 
strength and depth, as proven by the success 
of the 2016 High School and Senior Primary 
Tennis Championships, held at Westridge 
on a beautiful, sunny Saturday morning. 

The standard of  tennis was exceptional 
and allowed all the league players to 
excel, driving the teams forward for the 
doubles league, through to the singles 
league. 

Netball remains a popular sport at DGC 
and our teams enjoyed considerable 
success in the Action Netball League.  
From the u10 team to the 1st team, 
our players brought home a variety of  
bronze, silver and gold medals in Term 
1. Following on from the successful 
Action Netball season, the 1st team 
went on to perform admirably in the 
Independent Schools’ Sports Festival 
hosted by St Stithian’s College (JHB). 

With hockey being a highlight on the 
Olympic sports calendar, our DGC 
teams were eager for the season to get 
underway, from the youngest Grade 1 
girls to the 1st team players. 

The year got off to a good start with 8 
DGC teams competing in the Indoor 
Hockey league and the u14 team 
finishing first in their age group. The 
outdoor season was busy and exciting, 
with all girls giving their best for their 
teams. The u16 A and u14 A teams were 
undefeated in their league matches. 

The 1st team placed 3rd overall in the 
league, making DGC the overall league 
winners. The 1st team also played in the 
final of  the Regional Spar Tournament, 
losing narrowly in a nail-biting finish. 
The u13 team led the Senior Primary 
in a successful season where new skills 
were mastered in both the indoor and 
outdoor versions of  the game. 

Squash, Badminton and Soccer 
continue to grow and develop alongside 
the girls’ growing acceptance of  and 
enthusiasm for year-round, life-long 
exercise. These sports encourage team 
interaction with a high level of  skill and 
continue to be popular sports at DGC.

Synchronised Swimming is proving to 
be an exciting prospect for our Aquatics 
athletes, with our girls who compete 
internationally in this discipline, 
serving as inspiring role-models to 
aspiring swimmers. The DGC Synchro 
Club competes in national competitions 
from u9 to Open age groups and looks 
to continue its successes in the years  
to come.

Athletics Days are always a wonderful 
opportunity to showcase our exciting 
talent and school spirit - and this year 
was no exception! DGC also hosted the 
well-known Sugar Relay and won it for 
the 3rd consecutive year, highlighting 

Head of Sport Report

Olympism is a philosophy of life, exalting and combining in a balanced whole 
the qualities of body, will and mind. Blending sport with culture and education, 
olympism seeks to create a way of life based on the joy found in effort, the 
educational value of good example and respect for universal fundamental ethical 
principles. – The Olympic Committee

the success that is achieved by our girls 
on the tartan track. 

The Inter-House events that occur 
throughout the year are highly-
anticipated (and highly contested!) 
fixtures on the school calendar, 
combining fun with competition and  
a whole heap of  spirit! The Cock House 
Cup for the Overall Winning House 
in 2016 was awarded to Greenacre 
for a truly exceptional performance 
throughout the year. 

Another annual highlight of  the DGC 
sporting year is the Sports Awards 
Dinner. This year the guest speaker was 
DGC legend, Mrs Barbara Dowell, who 
dazzled the guests with her witty and 
impressive account of  sport through 
the years. Mrs Dowell’s achievements 
are truly exceptional and DGC will 
always be grateful for her contribution 
to Aquatics at the school, not only with 
the technical aspects of  coaching, but 
also for her extensive knowledge and 
unfailing support.

Sport at DGC in 2016 was an exciting 
adventure and, just like the athletes at 
the Olympic Games, our girls competed 
fiercely and fearlessly to produce their 
best possible performances on the track, 
on the playing fields, and in the pool. 
 

Their commitment to their teams and 
their individual grit and determination 
were evident on a daily basis – every 
DGC athlete can take pride in her 
achievements. 

Unlike the Olympic flame that is 
extinguished at the end of  each Games, 
the fire that is the spirit of  DGC sport 
remains forever unquenched, burning 
more brightly every year.
  
We are eagerly anticipating the 
sporting exploits at DGC in 2017!
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Sport 
Photos

HS Athletics Touring Team HS House Captains

Row 2: Singita Khosa, Rénce Jacobs, Amber Schlebusch, Ashlee Meyer
Row 1: Shannon Verster, Lara Rabinowitz, Kayla Ribbink, Ms. Wilma van Niekerk, Cassidy Williamson, Phumelele Khumalo 

Row 3: Nicola MacDonald, Georgia Gutteridge, Isabella Holmes, Kaylee Dry
Row 2: Amber Coull, Kim Worth, Alexandra  McCabe, Rae McCabe, Kate Tindall, Mia-Bella Zinn

Row 1: Deneo Mosery, Tayla Mottram, Caroline Dowsett, Teagan McFall, Cayla Hill, Nicola Cooper
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Hockey 1st Team

Action & Outdoor Netball

Row 3: Georgia Cloete, Casey Smart, Megan McCarthy, Tayla Mottram, Cassandra Erasmus
Row 2: Laura Jackson, Nicola Cooper, Ashleigh Thomas, Britney Nel, Erin Wheal, Lori Niemand

Row 1: Georgia Gutteridge, Teagan McFall, Mrs Doherty-Bigara, Caroline Meek, Rose Church

Row 2: Olivia du Plessis, Georgia Smith, Erin Lawson, Shannon Verster, Sarah Hampson, Ayanda Dlamini 
Row 1: Nicola van Loggerenberg, Zara Govender, Sarah Kanamugire, Kirsten Gammie, Thandiwe Ntloko

HS Sports Captains

Water Polo 1st Team

Row 3: Glenda Watt, Cassidy Williamson, Teagan McFall, Sarah Kanamugire, Lara Rabinowitz, Nicola MacDonald
Row 2: Rose Church, Amelia Pattenden, Caroline Meek, Georgina Zaloumis, Chia Chi Chen, Inessa Rajah
Row 1: Natacha Vieira, Tayla Mottram, Kirsten Gammie, Caroline Dowsett, Cayla Hill, Nicola MacDonald

Row 3: Rachel Williams, Sarah Hampson, Emma Herbert, Brittney Mottram
Row 2: Georgia Cloete, Cassandra Erasmus, Rebecca Perrott, Alice Edward, Sarah Krüger

Row 1: Kaley Mottram, Tayla Mottram, Cayla Hill, Caroline Dowsett, Ayanda Maphumulo, Kate Phillips
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Midmar Mile

Indoor Hockey 1st Team

Row 3: Ayanda Maphumulo, Londi Busse, Brittney Mottram, Jamie Mower, Gaby Halford
Row 2: Bulelwa Mzimela, Jade Busse, Charlize Oberholzer, Lauren Johnston, Alice Edward, Olwethu Zondo 

Row 1: Kaylee Dry, Kristi van Straaten, Caroline Dowsett, Robyn Kinghorn, Nina Buteel, Bianca O’Byrne

Row 2: Nicola Cooper, Britney Nel, Megan McCarthy, Ashleigh Thomas, Lori Niemand
Row 1: Georgia Gutteridge, Teagan McFall, Ms Meek, Caroline Meek, Rose Church

HS Synchro

Squash 1st Team 

Row 2: Kaela Simpson, Roxanne Thornton, Dina Simpson
Row 1: Giulia Torino, Jessica Masefield, Lori Niemand

Amelia Pattenden, Rachel Williams, Cassandra Erasmus, Caitlin Lloyd
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HS Athletics

HS Swimming Team

Row 4: Megan McCarthy, Kenya Corte Portela, Yaa Gyima, Paige Wise
Row 3: Rénce Jacobs, Emma Lloyd, Mikayla Edgley, Josie Middleton, Jenna Stichelbout, Amber Schlebusch, Singita Khosa

Row 2: Kayla Ribbink, Emma Sharratt, Lauren Tindall, Ashlee Meyer, Zahraa Randeree, Chloë Govender
Row 1: Caroline Meek, Cassidy Williamson, Ms. Wilma van Niekerk, Lara Rabinowitz, Ms Bianca von Bargen,  

Phumelele Khumalo, Shannon Verster

Row 5: Jamie Mower, Sarah Hampson, Erika Esterhuizen, Londi Busse
Row 4: Rebecca Perrott, Alice Edward, Jessica Masefield, Aber Schlebusch, Brittney Mottram, Gabriella Peneder

Row 3: Sarah Krüger, Robyn Kinghorn, Georgina Trevethan, Jenna Stichelbout, Gabriella de Oliviera, Charlise Oberholzer, Georgia Cloete
Row 2: Lori Niemand, Bulelwa Mzimela, Nikita di Giulio, Olwethu Zondo, Amber de Freitas, Jordan Roothman, Amba Brown, Kayla Ribbink

Row 1: Ayanda Maphumulo, Tayla Mottram, Nicola MacDonald, Ms. Wilma van Niekerk,  
Caroline Dowsett, Kirsten Gammie, Cassandra Erasmus

KZN Representatives

Row 7: Amber Schlebusch, Emma Herbert, Teagan McFall, Sarah Kanamugire, Shannon Verster, Caroline Dowsett, Sarah Hampson,  
Megan McCarthy

Row 6: Kenya Corte Portela, Erika Esterhuizen, Lara Valenti, Lara Rabinowitz,  
Rachel Williams, Rebecca Perrott, Robyn Kinghorn

Row 5: Georgia Cloete, Abigail Brown, Jamie Hume, Nika Govender, Josie Middleton,  
Casey Smart, Jessica Masefield, Jenna Stichelbout

Row 4: Gabriella Gervasoni, Olivia Saulez, Giulia Torino, Alice Edward, Gabriella Peneder,Londi Busse, Olivia du Plessis
Row 3: Ashlee Meyer, Brittney Mottram, Ashleigh Thomas, Cassandra Erasmus, Charlise Oberholzer, 

Britney Nel, Amber de Freitas, Amba Brown
Row 2: Kayla Ribbink, Lori Niemand, Nikita di Giulio, Ayanda Maphumulo, Emma Sharratt,  

Olwethu Zondo, Bulelwa Mzimela, Kiara Lakaram, Nomcebo Sibiya
Row 1: Cayla Hill, Rose Church, Tayla Mottram, Glenda Watt, Georgia Gutteridge, Caroline Meek, Cassidy Williamson,  

Nicola MacDonald

South African Team and Squad Selection

Giulia Torino  Synchronised Swimming
Lori Niemand  Synchronised Swimming
Cassidy Williamson Athletics
Tayla Gilmore  Life Saving
Ayanda Maphumulo Life Saving
Rose Church  Hockey
Ashleigh Thomas  Hockey
Emma Herbert  Water polo
Brittney Mottram  Water polo

Tayla Gilmore  Surf Ski
Ayanda Maphumulo Water polo
Amber Schlebusch Pentathlon
Robyn Kinghorn  Swimming
Charlise Oberholzer Swimming
Erika Esterhuizen  Swimming
Kiara Lakaram  Karate
Cassandra Erasmus Squash
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Water Polo 1st Team

Team of  
the year
The 1st Water Polo 1st team have 

won all their league matches to 
date. They came second  

at National Aquatics and won  
St Peters Tournament, which is 
considered the top water polo 
tournament in South Africa.

Congratulations to the Water Polo 1st 
team for achieving Team of  the year for 
2016!
 

Row 3: Rachel Williams, Sarah Hampson, Emma Herbert, Brittney Mottram
Row 2: Georgia Cloete, Cassandra Erasmus, Rebecca Perrott, Alice Edward, Sarah Krüger

Row 1: Kaley Mottram, Tayla Mottram, Cayla Hill, Caroline Dowsett, Ayanda Maphumulo, Kate Phillips
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Reports and Captains
Houses
Churchill

Major Highlight
The major highlights for Churchill this 
year were winning the Inter-house 
Swimming Gala and having our girls 
participate in the various inter-house 
activities, which some had never 
participated in before. It was amazing 
to see the girls pushing their personal 
boundaries and achieving their own 
personal goals. Our “open” girls won 
the Inter-House Swimming Trophy 
for Relays, a huge highlight and 
achievement for us. Well done!

House Spirit
As House Captain, I was impressed and 
proud of  the overall spirit of  Churchill 
this year. Our team participated 
together and the spirit of  Churchill was 
inspiring. From the loudest cheering 
voices to the sheer comradery, the 
girls brought their all this year and it 
was rewarding to see the bond of  the 
Churchill girls. All of  this, I believe, 
contributed to the success of  Churchill 
for 2016.

Cultural activities are as  
important as sporting activities
Each girl in Churchill is unique and 
brings a different attribute to the 
team. They did what they love and 
participated to the best of  their ability. 
We have phenomenal sportswomen – 
swimmers and athletes alike.  
We have girls who excelled culturally.  
I believe Churchill embodies an overall 
approach, by being gifted in both 
cultural and sporting activities. 
All our members are supported in 
whichever discipline they enjoy and 
choose to participate in.

Dress Theme 
Themes this year were Harry Potter 
and Pokémon, respectively. All House 
Captains sat together and decided on 
these themes.  These common themes 

bound us all together in unity, despite 
us competing against one another.

Advice to future Churchill leaders
To future Churchill leaders, I say, 
“Remember our house motto – Honour 
before Honours”. Personal integrity 
and character are more important than 
winning prizes and awards, never lose 
sight of  this. Rather, encourage each 
team member to be the best that they 
can be, in whichever discipline they 
choose to represent Churchill. A happy 
team will end up being a winning team.

Three words to describe your house:
Enthusiastic; Sisterhood; Team Spirit

Good luck to all my fellow Churchill 
students for 2017. Keep on being the 
winning team that you are. I was proud 
to be your House Captain for 2016.

Teagan McFall

Greenacre

Palmer

Rutherford

What were the major highlights  
for your house this year?
Without a doubt, the highlight of  the 
year was winning the Inter-House 
Trophy, as this has been a first in many 
years.  This achievement was made 
possible through the contribution of  
all the girls who took part in cultural 
or sporting events. This win reflects 
the talented and diverse nature of  the 
Greenacre girls.

How did you incorporate your house 
motto into Inter-House events?
Greenacre’s house motto “always 
ready” was incorporated through 
teamwork and overall participation.  

A major highlight of the year 
Coming second in the High School 
Inter-House Gala. The girls really put 
so much effort into participation and 
spirit. The girls persisted through the 
day to allow Palmer to reach second 
place. As well as bonding and growing 
as a house during these events, such 
as Inter-House soccer and hockey, was 
really a highlight for me.
 
House Spirit
Although it did take some encouraging 
(sweets), the girls finally stepped 
up to cheer for the girls that were 
participating for their house.  
Most girls were really excited to cheer 
and participate in all the Inter-House 
events, which really made it enjoyable 
for me and hopefully for them too.
 
Advice to Future Leaders
Some advice for next year’s House 
Captains, don’t be afraid to ask your 
Vices for help. Try get information to 

Major Highlight
Apart from all the house events, my 
main highlight from being a house 
captain this year was definitely the 
unity and commitment of  the house 
and its members. Every person was 
always so enthusiastic and patriotic 
about the house, and it really stood out 
at all the house events. 

House Spirit
With that said, the spirit was very good 
and all members encouraged each other 
all the time, win or lose. As a house 
captain, some challenges arise with 
organising competitors and making 
sure events run smoothly.

Although this doesn’t seem hard, it can 
be challenging to juggle this as well as 
the other school commitments.

your house as soon as possible to allow 
the girls some time to get prepared for 
the inter-house events. It’s okay to put 
your foot down when girls are getting 
troublesome, and always get reserves 
for events as some girls aren’t always 
committed.
 
Cultural activities are as  
important as sporting activities
House cultural activities are just as 
important as sporting activities. This 
can be seen with our House Plays, 
which also allow girls to bond with one 
another in and out of  their selected 
house. Even if  you don’t act on stage, 
there are still ways for you to participate 
either backstage, as choreographers, 
or as part of  the sound and lighting 
crew. I hope to see a few more cultural 
activities done in the coming years.
 
Dress Theme
Our dress themes for this year were 
movie characters for the Inter-House 
Gala, and Pokémon Go characters 
for Inter-House Sport. The movie 
characters we agreed to were bees 
from the ‘Bee Movie’ - we just wanted 
something fun and easy, so if  any girls 
forgot we could paint some stripes on. 

We picked Pokémon Go as a theme 
as it was the craze at the time, which 

It is thus important to keep a level head, 
and to distribute your responsibilities 
with your Vice Heads to take some 
pressure off yourself. 

Cultural activities are as  
important as sporting activities
You must never forget that in your 
house you are not alone, and everybody 
is willing to help you, no matter what 
and when. Throughout the year, the 
number of  sporting house events are 
much higher than cultural. However, 
they both share the same amount of  
importance, and members are very 
willing to partake in all aspects of  the 
house system. 

Dress Theme
This year, all houses have collaborated 
to choose dress codes, where we choose 
a general theme and then each house 
dresses differently according to that. 
The captains chose relatable themes, 
this year being Disney and Pokemon 
characters.  Being a house captain has 
been an amazing experience. 

Three words to describe your house:
Fun; Enthusiastic; Determined 

House Captains Senior Primary

Churchill
Cottam
Greenacre
Hunter
Palmer
Rutherford

Churchill
Cottam
Greenacre
Hunter
Palmer
Rutherford

Teagan McFall & Tayla Mottram
Isabella Holmes & Nicola Cooper
Caroline Dowsett & Kaylee Dry
Kate Tindall & Nicola Macdonald
Alexandra McCabe & Rae McCabe
Cayla Hill & Georgia Gutteridge

Rosalie Brouckaert & Jordan Francois
Sophie Rebeck & Stella Oglesby
Kira Ribbink & Jenna Power-Wilson
Margot Van Rooyen & Jamie Rowe
Mia Paton & Jenna Cole
Esihle Zondo & Josie Zietkiewicz

Girls are always willing to help out 
when needed and are always ready to 
give 100%.  

What advice do you have  
for future leaders?
The advice I have for the future 
leaders is to encourage as many girls 
to participate in as many events as 
possible.  This will lead to house spirit 
and enjoyment for everyone who takes 
part. 

Three words to describe your house:
Passionate; Loyal; Dedicated 

Sarah Krüger

was a fun and different idea. I think 
the Matrics are the most excited to get 
dressed up for these events.
 
Three words to describe your house:
Fun; Encouraging; Motivated.

Alexandra McCabe
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Journey
Brand Theme
Durban Girls’ College is a 
journey, in multiple senses 
of the word. It is a journey 
through academic, cultural 
and sporting endeavours.  
A journey of the world at 
large. A journey of the self. 

Class of 2016


