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“When she arrived at Durban 
Girls’ College, she embraced it 
all - the ethos, atmosphere and 
encompassing spirit of the school. 
She left a significant young woman.”



“In the Junior Primary at 
Durban Girls’ College we are 

not only friends, but family.” 

Junior Primary



In the Junior Primary at Durban Girls’ 
College we are not only friends, but family. 
We understand the importance of  nurturing 
relationships and connecting effectively with 
others. Our girls embrace the DGC CARES 
programme (Courage, Attitude, Respect, 
Empathy and Self-control) which forms a 
large part of  their educational journey in their 
formative years at school.

At the start of  Grade 1, girls receive their DGC 
hat at a special ceremony attended by their 
parents. This marks the start of  their ‘rites 
of  passage’ at College. At the end of  Grade 3, 
another significant ceremony takes place at 
which the girls release biodegradable balloons 
into the air in a symbolic act of  letting go of 
their Junior Primary years. 

The opportunities for girls to acquire 
knowledge and skills in a safe, happy 
and friendly environment are vast, with 
imagination, curiosity and problem-solving 
being encouraged. Girls are urged to work 
hard and never give up on their dreams, for 
it is those dreams that inspire them to reach 
greater heights.

Our department is a vibrant and special place 
where busy and productive days are spent.  
The teachers are driven by their lifelong 
passion to educate and inspire a love of 
learning amongst the girls.

“Girls are urged to work hard 
and never give up on their 
dreams, for it is those 
dreams that inspire them to 
reach greater heights.”
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“Our focus is on developing the whole 
person, producing confident and 

balanced young girls.”

Senior Primary



The Senior Primary at Durban Girls’ College 
is uniquely positioned between the initial 
learning years of  the Junior Primary and the 
‘polishing’ years of  the High School. Our focus 
is on developing the whole person, producing 
confident and balanced young girls. Through 
this approach, girls gain a sense of  belonging, 
self-respect and dignity. We have the 
flexibility of  exploring differentiated teaching 
methods and understand the importance of 
suspending the formal curriculum at times to 
accommodate incidental learning with topics 
of  global relevance.

Every girl is involved in sport and musical 
pursuits as well as the academic programme. 
In the Senior Primary, we focus on fostering 
the ability to look beyond oneself  as well 

as encouraging the all-roundedness that 
typifies the DGC girl. By adopting an holistic 
approach to learning, we aim to optimise the 
academic potential of  every pupil.   

At the start of  Grade 4, girls take part in 
the Blazer Ceremony at which each girl 
receives her very own DGC blazer. This is a 
significant moment marking the girls’ entry 
into the Senior Primary. At the end of  Grade 
7, each girl rings the brass bell at the Senior 
Primary entrance before walking up the ramp 
towards the High School in a symbolic act of 
leaving her Senior Primary years behind. This 
emotional moment is sure to be remembered 
for years to come as the girls venture into their 
High School years and beyond.

“By adopting an holistic 
approach to learning, we aim to 
optimise the academic potential 
of every pupil.”
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“This journey motivates the girls to dig deep, 
discover their personal strengths and develop 

an all-round support for one another.”

High School



The Durban Girls’ College traditions and 
values form the foundation of  our High 
School where every girl is offered the 
opportunity to succeed in many spheres: 
academically, culturally, on the sporting 
front, and in the field of  service. Girls are 
encouraged to develop their individual skills 
by embracing the rich variety of  activities 
available to them, both inside and outside the 
classroom. The High School is characterized 
by a very special spirit of  ‘sisterhood’ and 
many an Old Girl will testify to the lifelong 
friendships made at DGC. 

In Grade 8, girls entering the High School 
are presented with an uncut key, which 
they are encouraged to ‘cut’ according to 
their needs as they progress through High 
School. The uHambo, a 12 to 14 day excursion 
during which the girls hike in the Spioenkop 
area, is central to the Grade 9 year. The 
girls are divided into groups, each led by 

staff members who mentor them as they 
encounter and overcome challenges outside 
their individual comfort zones. This journey 
motivates the girls to dig deep, discover their 
personal strengths and develop an all-round
support for one another.

In Grade 10, many girls embark on the 
exciting adventure of  international and 
local exchange programmes of  3 to 6 weeks 
in duration, giving them the opportunity 
to experience school life in other countries 
around the globe. One of  the undoubted 
highlights for the Grade 12s is the Matric 
Dance, a magical evening organised by 
the Grade 11s, teachers and parents that 
traditionally marks their transition from 
school girls to young women.

“Girls are encouraged to develop 
their individual skills by 
embracing the rich variety of 
activities available to them, both 
inside and outside the classroom.”
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“Lifelong friendships are shaped at 
College House, where the girls form 

a sisterhood that spans all ages.” 

College House
A Home Away From Home



Our boarding facility, College House, is 
steeped in tradition and serves as an integral 
part of  the life and history of  Durban Girls’ 
College. But this is no run-of-the-mill school 
BE. College House is a gracious ‘home from 
home’, set in tranquil gardens and offering 
beautifully-appointed and comfortable 
accommodation, including several lounges. 
And then there is the food! Our head of 
Boarding, Lesley Small, serves up delicious 
yet nutritionally-balanced meals. These are 
the envy of  day-girls and staff members 
alike – one would think one had wandered 
into a boutique hotel instead of  a boarding 
house! Packed lunches are provided for the 
girls so that they can enjoy lunch breaks 
with their friends, as well as allowing them 
to attend meetings and practices on campus. 
The boarders are also welcome to invite day 
scholar friends to join them for lunch at 
College House. 

The school’s superb sporting facilities are 
conveniently situated on the doorstep of 
College House and the girls are transported 
to sports matches or practices by the 
school driver. 

Health issues are professionally and 
sympathetically dealt with by the 
school nursing sister, while the school 
doctor lives nearby.

About 10% of  the student body boards at 
College House, ranging from Grades 7 to 12. 
Our weekly boarding offers the ‘best of  both 
worlds’, as the girls spend four nights on 
campus with their friends and three nights 
at home with their families. The majority 
of  boarders live in small towns and these 
girls benefit from meeting a broader cross-
section of  people than they would at home. 
However, it is not only girls who live too far 
away to commute each day who elect to board. 
Many girls find the structured environment 
beneficial and enjoy the opportunity to 
immerse themselves in every aspect of  school 
life. Lifelong friendships are shaped at College 
House, where the girls form a sisterhood that 
spans all ages.  

“My heart smiles for joy when I walk 
around College House and just hear the 
happy and excited voices of the girls as they 
form incredible and lifelong friendships.”

LESLEY SMALL – Head of Boarding
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“Girls learn early on in their 
journey at DGC that caring for 

others is important.”

Christian Ethos 
& Community Engagement



“As a Christian school, we embrace 
diversity and uphold kindness, respect, 
humility, honesty, generosity, self-control 
and forgiveness as governing values.”
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The Christian ethos, a founding aspect 
of  Durban Girls’ College, is still firmly 
entrenched within the very nature of  DGC 
school life, and underpins many school 
activities and traditions throughout the 
year including: Easter and Christmas Carol 
services; devotions at weekly assemblies led 
by the Chaplain; and Christian Religious 
Education classes for all girls from Grades 00 
to Grade 8. As a Christian school, we embrace 
diversity and uphold kindness, respect, 
humility, honesty, generosity, self-control 
and forgiveness as governing values.

At DGC we strive to make community 
outreach both personal and relational. 
We believe this has a far greater impact 
on the girls and on those to whom they 
provide assistance.  

As part of  their Life Orientation curriculum, 
girls are expected to complete 16 hours of 
community service in Grade 10, but all girls 
are encouraged to participate in community 
engagement throughout their school career. 

Through simple yet meaningful and 
creative projects, which support a host of 
worthy organisations, girls learn early on 
in their journey at DGC that caring for 
others is important.

This can be seen in the legacy of  many DGC 
Old Girls who have sought to make a
difference in the lives of  others. One example 
is the founding of  the first nursery school
and teacher’s training centre for black pupils 
and teachers in Kwa-Zulu Natal by the DGC
Old Girls’ Guild in 1943. This conjoint nursery 
school and teachers training centre came to
be known as Enkuliso. This was a courageous 
and progressive response to the needs of
the dependents of  black servicemen who 
fought in World War II. Another nursery 
school, named Ekujabuleni, was founded in 
1956 to serve the community further. Both of 
these schools are still going strong and are 
supported in various ways throughout the 
year by DGC girls and the Old Girls’ Guild.



“At DGC, we aim to instil a lifelong 
love of learning through an holistic 

approach to education.”

Academics



Durban Girls’ College is recognised as a 
leading South African Independent School 
with a well-established reputation for 
educational excellence. We are proud to have 
achieved a 100% pass rate in the IEB National 
Senior Certificate Examinations for the past 
20 years. In addition to the standard subject 
options, we offer both academic assistance 
and extension through the Academic Support 
programme as well as Advanced Programme 
Mathematics and English. 

In the Junior Primary, girls experience a rich, 
real and relevant academic programme. Small 
classes create a nurturing environment that 
fosters academic growth and confidence. The 
girls of  this phase are stimulated through the 
teaching of  skills and the imaginative stretch 
of  playtime. In the Senior Primary and High 

School, girls successively build their abilities 
to solve, understand and reason intellectually. 
Our teachers use CAPS documents and 
IEB guidelines. All Grade 12 girls write the 
IEB examinations, which incorporate the 
application and analysis of  knowledge 
acquired both in the classroom and by 
individual research. Many of  our 
High School staff members are regularly 
appointed to mark the IEB examinations, 
with some of  them being senior markers or 
subject moderators. 

At DGC, we aim to instil a lifelong love of 
learning through an holistic approach to 
education that looks beyond the achievement 
of  academic excellence to the development of 
character, courage, curiosity and compassion.

“Durban Girls’ College is 
recognised as a leading South 
African Independent School with 
a well-established reputation for 
educational excellence.”
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“Our High School has earned a 
hard-won reputation for being a 

top sporting school.”  

Sport
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At Durban Girls’ College we offer a 
comprehensive sporting programme across 
all phases, ranging from hockey and netball 
to water polo and competitive swimming. 
Girls are encouraged to explore different 
sporting codes to discover which disciplines 
are best suited to their interests and abilities. 
It is compulsory for the girls to participate in 
at least one physical activity of  their choice 
each term, whether it be at a competitive or 
recreational level. High School girls also have 
access to Club Zero, our well-equipped on-
campus gym. 

In the Junior Primary, swimming is taken 
very seriously and we ensure that every girl 
is able to swim competently by the time she 
leaves this phase. We are proud to say that 

we are the only school in Durban t0 offer the 
Junior Primary Physifun programme, which 
enhances postural gross and fine motor skills. 

In the Senior Primary the girls are exposed 
to a wider variety of  sporting codes, allowing 
them to make informed choices about which 
sports to pursue in the High School. 

Our High School has earned a hard-won 
reputation for being a top sporting school. 
Among our proud achievements are: winning 
the Girls’ A League Gala for 11 consecutive 
years; maintaining a ‘top two’ finish in the 
hotly-contested Coastal Hockey League; and 
retaining our ranking as the top girls’ water 
polo school in KZN.

“At Durban Girls’ College we offer a 
comprehensive sporting programme 
across all phases, ranging from 
hockey and netball to water polo and 
competitive swimming.”



“We focus on cultivating a passion for 
music as well as providing expert tuition 

in a variety of genres.”

Music



The Music department at Durban Girls’ 
College is a vibrant centre. We focus on 
cultivating a passion for music as well as 
providing expert tuition in a variety of  genres. 
Music appreciation is introduced during 
music lessons across all three phases and 
girls who are interested in learning music are 
extended through private and group tuition in 
a wide range of  instruments and music theory. 
Opportunities for the practical expression 
of  talent are provided through activities 
such as choir, instrumental ensembles and 
orchestra, marimba and drumming groups, 
and individual performances.

Junior Primary girls work through a Grade 
2 and 3 Music module, which introduces 
them to a selection of  instruments and aims 
to ignite an interest in learning to play one. 
In the Senior Primary, girls are exposed to 
music theory and history, as well as a wide 
array of  musical activities and concerts. 
High School musicians have the option to 

pursue Music as a Grade 12 subject. Our Music 
students are also encouraged to participate 
in competitions, eisteddfodau, and external 
music examinations such as the Associated 
Board of  the Royals Schools, UNISA and 
Trinity College: London.

We offer our Music students numerous 
opportunities to perform on a wide range of 
platforms. The combined choral music
concerts with Clifton and the Drakensberg 
Boys’ Choir are regular and eagerly-
anticipated fixtures on the DGC calendar. Our 
choirs and orchestras participate in regular 
music camps and their frequent tours have 
earned them widespread respect for their 
musicality and entertaining performances. 
Our lively marimba and drumming groups 
bring diversity and a contemporary feel to 
our music programme, as well as enormous 
audience appeal.

“Opportunities for the practical expression 
of talent are provided through activities 
such as choir, instrumental ensembles 
and orchestra, marimba and drumming 
groups, and individual performances.”
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“Durban Girls’ College is imbued with 
a cultural spirit that encompasses 

every aspect of school life, with Visual 
Art at the vanguard.”

Art



Durban Girls’ College is imbued with a 
cultural spirit that encompasses every aspect 
of  school life, with Visual Art at the vanguard. 
Many of  our art teachers are artists in their 
own right, serving both as role-models and an 
inspiration to our girls.

The internet has triggered an explosion of 
opportunity for the visual artist, employing 
digital designers and multimedia artists in 
unprecedented ways. At DGC, the girls are 
encouraged to engage with both traditional 
and contemporary expressions of  visual art. 
Raster and vector graphics are explored, as 

well as traditional techniques within the 
disciplines of  pencil sketching, sculpture 
and acrylic and oil painting. The use of 
Smart Board and iPad-based learning 
keeps art lessons at the cutting-edge of 
artistic innovation.

Visits to galleries and active participation in 
competitions, both local and national, afford 
our girls opportunities to interact with art, 
artists, and greater social issues beyond the 
boundaries of  our school.

“At DGC, the girls are encouraged 
to engage with both traditional 
and contemporary expressions 
of visual art.”
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“At Durban Girls’ College we believe that 
Dramatic Arts is essentially about creative 

and confident communication.”

Drama



At Durban Girls’ College we believe that 
Dramatic Arts is essentially about creative 
and confident communication. This objective 
is approached differently in each phase 
to facilitate age-appropriate learning. In 
Junior Primary Drama, the girls explore 
dramatization, communication and 
movement. This develops their physical skills 
and creativity, which boosts their confidence. 
Junior Primary girls also learn how to 
articulate their words, project their voices, 
and work in groups.

In Senior Primary Drama, girls engage 
in activities designed to extend them 
dramatically and creatively; increase their 
sensitivity to and awareness of  others; and 
strengthen character. This is achieved 
through the exploration of  poetry, 
improvisation, story-telling and narrative 
techniques, and dance and movement. 
In Grades 6 and 7, girls are encouraged to 
develop their skills in characterisation and 
script interpretation, while Grade 7 girls 
perform in an annual production. 

In Grade 8, the girls are exposed to 
Dramatic Arts to enable them to make an 
informed decision in Grade 9, when they 
choose their Matric subjects. This is when the 
specialist teaching begins and the pupils learn 
both the theoretical and practical aspects of 
Dramatic Arts. 

Choosing Drama as a Grade 12 subject allows 
girls to explore their creative sides in a myriad 
of  new and exciting ways. They read and 
watch plays that expand their knowledge and 
reflect on their personal practical work for 
further growth and development.
 
All High School girls have the opportunity 
to participate in a number of  enriching and 
exhilarating theatre experiences. These 
include the annual House Play Festival, where 
the pupils write the scripts and work in teams 
to perform, produce and direct their plays; 
Culture Kudos, an annual event showcasing 
a variety of  performance skills such as 
dance, song and poetry; and the High School 
Production each alternate year. 

“…allows girls to explore their 
creative sides in a myriad of 
new and exciting ways.”
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“The Durban Girls’ College exchange 
programme is about life experiences 

and is open to Grade 10 girls.”

Exchange



The Durban Girls’ College exchange 
programme is about life experiences and 
is open to Grade 10 girls. We offer these 
experiences because they promote global 
awareness on various levels, including: 
education; cultural issues; and social and 
community engagement. Our exchange 
programme has expanded to include New 
Zealand, the Isle of  Wight in the United 
Kingdom and Singapore, in addition to the 
already popular partner schools in Canada, 
Australia, the United States of  America, 
Argentina and the United Kingdom. Namibia 
brings a local, African feel to the programme 
and our partner schools in South Africa 
continue to add value to our distinctive Grade 
10 experience. The Durban Girls’ College 
exchange programme is undoubtedly one of 
the best in the country.

Other international involvements include
a number of  Grade 11 girls attending 
various Leadership Summits throughout 
the year in the United States of  America 
(Loudoun), Singapore (Asia-Pacific), France 
(Normandy) and other European countries 
(Global Youth Leadership Conference). DGC 
is the first girls’ school in Africa to participate 
on these global platforms and of  this, we are 
extremely proud!

“We offer these experiences because they 
promote global awareness on various levels, 
including: education; cultural issues; and 
social and community engagement.”
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“The Durban Girls’ College Old Girls’ Guild 
exists to facilitate and actively encourage 

the continued involvement of all Old Girls 
in the DGC community.”

Community of DGC Old Girls
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The Durban Girls’ College Old Girls’ Guild 
exists to facilitate and actively encourage the 
continued involvement of  all Old Girls in the 
DGC community, with a view to ensuring the 
continued well-being of  our school and its Old 
Girls. The Guild works to build relationships 
with the girls while they are at school to 
encourage them to remain connected with 
DGC when they leave. Old Girls host various 

networking events throughout the year in 
order to create a brand for the Guild and 
identify fundraising opportunities. 

One of  the main projects of  the Old Girls’ 
Guild is its ongoing involvement in the 
upliftment of  the Enkuliso and Ekujabuleni 
nursery schools, which the Old Girls have 
supported for over 70 years. 

OLD GIRLS’ GUILD

In Inessa Rajah’s Grade 12 year she was 
chosen as the 2016 winner of  The Queen’s 
Commonwealth Essay Competition. Inessa 
wrote a remarkable short story exploring 
the difficulty of  holding an entitled position 
in the face of  poverty and conflict-induced 
resettlement. Her piece grapples with the 
reconciliation and embarrassment of  social 
status. Inessa’s essay, titled ‘Dr Congo-Man’, 
resonates on a visceral level with all South 
Africans affected by the uncomfortable 

co-existence of  privilege and poverty, and 
forces us to interrogate our own humanity 
in the face of  the suffering of  others. In 
recognition of  her achievement, Inessa has 
been invited to London to participate in a 
series of  educational and cultural events. She 
will be presented with her certificate by HRH 
The Duchess of  Cornwall at Buckingham 
Palace during Commonwealth Week in 
March 2017. We congratulate Inessa on her 
outstanding achievement! 

INESSA RAJAH

In July 2016, Grade 12 pupil Cassidy 
Williamson travelled to Poland as a member 
of  the South African Junior Athletics team to 
compete at the World Junior Championships 
in the 100m sprint and 4x100m relay. Cassidy 
acquitted herself  well in the heats and gained 

valuable international experience that will 
stand her in good stead for her future athletic 
career. DGC is proud of  the determination 
this talented young athlete has shown to 
succeed in her chosen sport.

CASSIDY WILLIAMSON

“…ensuring the continued well-being 
of our school and its Old Girls.”




