
As the academic year rapidly draws to a close, the High 
School has become increasingly busy. All our High School 
students are now writing their November examinations. At 
the end of a year full of challenges, this is yet another hurdle 
that our girls need to overcome. 

The girls can take heart in the fact that they have been 
well-prepared for the examinations by their teachers. The 
examinations provide our girls with an opportunity to 
develop study skills and a good work ethic as they prepare 
for their assessments, improve their long-term memory and 
increase their knowledge on varied topics. These are all life 
skills that will stand them in good stead for their working 
life. The World Health Organization lists problem-solv-
ing, critical thinking, effective communication skills, deci-
sion-making and coping with stress and emotions as some 
of the ten life skill strategies and techniques that should 
be strived for. Examinations encourage and develop these 
important skills.

While it could be argued that examinations increase anxi-
ety, tension and encourage comparisons between students, 
these are often due to girls’ and parents’ perceptions. As 
parents and teachers, we need to remind our girls that what 
is really important is that they do their best according to 
their ability and not the ability of others in their grade. 

It is also important to remind them that if they have worked 
consistently well this academic year, their continuous assess-
ment mark will act as a buffer if an examination does not 
go according to plan. Difficult examinations build grit and 
resilience – attributes that will hold our girls in good stead 
as they continue to embrace the many challenges that lie 
ahead of them. 

It is important, during this time, for our girls to learn to 
manage their time and make wise choices concerning their 
nutrition, sleep patterns, social life and time spent on social 
media to ensure that they achieve their best marks in the 
examinations. As they grapple with these decisions, we en-
courage parents to provide their daughters with the support 
and boundaries they need to keep them healthy and safe. 

This week has seen many of our families celebrating Diwali. 
We wish all those celebrating a happy, safe and blessed Di-
wali. May we all be encouraged by this celebration of lights 
as we embrace all that light symbolises.

“Life throws challenges and every challenge comes with light 
and rainbows to conquer it.” – Amit Ray

Jen Harrison (Deputy Head: Academics)
Tracy Taylor (Deputy Head: Student Affairs) 
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Our little JP girls could not
resist test driving the vehicles

'manufactured' by the Grade 5
girls during their NST lesson.

The theme for the fourth term in Grade 3 is 'Market Day'. Our girls learnt 
how to run a little business and sold their wares last week. 

With their earnings, they 
donated 10% to charity, paid 

their parents back for their input 
and they kept the rest! What a 

colourful and exciting day!
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Our Grade 5 girls en-
joy their online ukulele 

music module. 

Grade 5 girls put their
creative and manufacturing

skills together during their Natural 
Sciences and Technology lesson 
as they designed and manufac-

tured their various vehicles.

Our SP orchestra getting ready for 
the Christmas Service recording.

Grade 5 girls building 3D shapes using jelly tots and 
toothpicks. They even got to eat their Maths work!
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Well done to
Gemma Ropertz and

Siphakamiso Ngcobo (Grade 7): 
Gemma was appointed as Indoor 
Hockey Captain and Siphakami-

so as Indoor Hockey
Vice-Captain.

Well done to Lydia Pearson 
(Grade 6) for coming 3rd in 
Level 2 of the Beyond Maths 

Challenge 2021. 

Well done to Chevanthi Moonsamy (Grade 
5) who came 4th in Level 1 of the Beyond 

Maths Challenge 2021.

Well done to the following girls who were selected for the U13 KZN Water Polo Team:
Standing: Inez Letschert, Emily Macqueen, Siphakamiso Ngcobo, Bailey Bartlett and Gabriela Rimmon (reserve).
Seated: Hannah Savage, Annabelle Elphinstone (reserve) and Isabella Stephenson. 
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Our Grade 8 and 9 
groups spent an hour 

together last week – for 
the first time in a long time 

– as they enjoyed a
yoga session. 

The DGC Senior Team
consisting of Madison Bell, Yasmin Perumal

and Tamara Sweetman placed 2nd out of more
than 30 high schools in the Rhodes University
Scifest High School Science Quiz, which took

place online, with Zoom call monitoring. 

At this time of year, taking time to experience a sense of 
calm is very rare. At College, #MentalHealthMatters and 
our girls had a wonderful opportunity to be still and quiet 

for a while amidst the busyness of year-end. 

Good luck for your exams, girls!
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From Our Chaplain

Hello DGC Family!

Shortly after matriculating and becoming a College Old Girl, I spent five years at this 
wonderful school as a coach while completing my studies in Psychology and Education. 
During my coaching years, I worked closely with many girls, building many special bonds 
with them which I will always cherish. I quickly learnt that working with children, and girls 
in particular, was certainly something I became really passionate about. 

I have been extremely fortunate to have the opportunity of taking up the role as a Teach-
ing Intern in the Senior Phase of the Primary School at DGC during 2021. Having the 
opportunity to provide our young girls with the tools to empower themselves is incredibly 
fulfilling and they continue to inspire me every day. 

Outside of school, you’ll often find me going to all ends of our beautiful country in search 
of a new adventure. My most recent adventure – running through the beautiful Hluhluwe–
iMfolozi Park over two days. Being a “people person”, I am happiest when surrounded 
by others – whether it be the children I teach, interesting characters encountered on 
travels, or friends and family. 

I am delighted to continue my journey with Durban Girls’ College next year and many 
more happy years to come as I take on the role of a Senior Phase Teacher. I will continue 
to aim to add value every step of the way.

Meet Our Staff
Dawn-Abigail Schutte – Senior Phase Intern

“The rain and snow come down from the heavens
    and stay on the ground to water the earth.
They cause the grain to grow,
    producing seed for the farmer
    and bread for the hungry.
It is the same with my word.
    I send it out, and it always produces fruit.
It will accomplish all I want it to,
    and it will prosper everywhere I send it".   Isaiah 55:10,11

Michelle Edgcumbe

The spring rains have transformed my garden. The other day, I har-
vested the first potatoes of the season and this morning I noticed little 
beetroot sprouts poking through the soil. It's extremely satisfying look-
ing at my dinner plate and knowing that 30 minutes ago the spinach 
or potatoes or tomatoes were still growing. But, the seeds I plant in my 
garden don't always grow, and they don't all bear fruit. My golden 
cayenne peppers have been a disappointment. The chamomile is 
stubbornly refusing to even germinate. That's how it is with the seeds we 
plant. We put them in the soil, give them some water and then hope for 
the best. But unlike our uncertain harvests, God's are always fruitful. He 
speaks his powerful word and it sinks into hearts. It quietly grows and 
then produces fruit. Sometimes it feels like God's words are too hard to 
understand or apply. It feels like they are too old fashioned or improb-
able. But, I need to be reminded today that they are powerful. They 
are precious. They can change my heart. God is the sower of eternal 
things, and we can trust what He has told us. 
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The DGC Foundation

Journey with Us

THE DGC FOUNDATION FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FUND

Building a Legacy for Girls’ Education

The DGC Foundation is borne of a deep sense of community, with the desire 
to uplift and support one another, for it is both in giving and receiving that 
our lives are enriched.

We are heartened by the ongoing generosity and encouragement from our 
DGC Community and thank the numerous people who devote their time, 
expertise and financial gifts to the DGC Foundation.

As we launch the Financial Assistance Fund, we invite our DGC Community 
to join our vision.

 Click HERE  for further information of how you can be a part of the chain 
reaction of goodwill through the DGC Foundation.

 Click HERE to REGISTER TODAY

foundation@dgc.co.za
The DGC Foundation is a Public Benefit Organisation, offering the benefit of a Section 18A Tax 

Certificate through financial contributions to girls’ education.

https://forms.gle/BZ6kfxNhbsfQ7TXD8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kxo9tUQP-dAfNpZpblgQPLfwoORgKqyE/view


Congratulations to the girls below who were selected to 
represent KZN water polo at the IPT in Cape Town from the 
15th – 19th December 2021. 

U19:
Kelly Forde
Esihle Zondo
Ilse Southey
Jenna Hampson
Alexia Geils
Tegan De Jongh
Erin Girodo

U16:
Genevieve Garreau       
Tannah Smith                    
Marlise Pretorius              
Gina Huinink                      
Jamie Robinson                
Georgina Stephenson
Maxine Port                      
Cara Meldrum    

Non-travelling reserve:
Kaylee Saunders      

MUSIC RESULTS
 • Seo Hyun (Irene) An (Grade 9) passed her  
    Grade 7 ABRSM Violin Examination with
    Distinction.
 • Sophia Kidson (Grade 7) was accepted into the  
    main KZN Youth Orchestra.
 • Xintong Chen (Grade 7) was accepted into the  
    Shadow Orchestra. 

BEYOND MATHS COMPETITION RESULTS
Congratulations to our Senior Phase girls who participat-
ed in this year’s Beyond Maths Challenge and achieved 
incredible results. 

Shreya Subramoney (Grade 7) achieved 9th place overall 
while Lydia Pearson (Grade 6) came 1st in the Grade 6 
category and 3rd overall – a fantastic achievement!

DGC placed 2nd out of five participating schools. 

Level 1 (Grade 4 & 5) Gold Certificates:
 • Chevanthi Moonsamy (4th)
 • Farah Kairel (8th)
 • Nonjabulo Khumalo (9th)
 • Adison Nelson (10th)

Level 1 (Grade 4 & 5) Bronze Certificates:
 • Abelo Maziya
 • Hannah Essack
 • Razina Ismail
 • Gia Kalpee
 • Hannah Joosab
 • Anamika Rajcoomar
 • Daliya Sarkkhot
 • Zaria Moodley
 • Dahlia Kajee
 • Zoie Sibeta

Level 2 (Grade 6 & 7) Gold Certificates:
 • Lydia Pearson (3rd and top of Grade 6 group)
 • Shreya Subramoney (9th)

Level 2 (Grade 6 & 7) Silver Certificates;
 • Jingqi Lin

Level 2 (Grade 6 & 7) Bronze Certificates:
 • Twina Chawla
 • Liyana Essack
 • Sophia Kidson
 • Divya Ramklass
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Calendar
Monday 08 November 2021 – Sunday 21 November 2021
Monday 08  

Monday 15 

Tuesday 16

Wednesday 17

Tuesday 09  

Wednesday 10

Thursday 11

Friday 12

Saturday 13

Sunday 14

Day 6
HS: Grade 12 IEB Finals: Centenary Hall  
HS: Grade 8-11 Exams
HS: Grade 11 IeBTs
JP: 08h00: Care Circles: Junior Phase
JP: 08h30: Grade 1 (2022) Girls’ Orientation: Grade 1 Classrooms
JP: 17h30: Grade 1 (2022) Parents’ Information Evening: Primary School

Day 7
HS: Grade 12 IEB Finals: Centenary Hall  
HS: Grade 8-11 Exams
JP: 14h00-15h00: JP Friendly Inter-School Gala: DGC Aquatic Centre
16h00: DGC Finance Meeting: Boardroom

Day 8
HS: Grade 12 IEB Finals: Centenary Hall 
HS: Grade 8-11 Exams
SP: Grade 4 depart for Roselands
SP: Grade 7 depart for Sugar Bay

Day 9
HS: Grade 12 IEB Finals: Centenary Hall 
HS: Grade 8-11 Exams
SP: Grade 4 away at Roselands
SP: Grade 7 away at Sugar Bay

Day 10
HS: Grade 12 IEB Finals: Centenary Hall  
HS: Grade 8-11 Exams
JP: 08h00: Grade 00 & R Cake Sale: Primary School Foyer
JP: 08h00-08h30: Thank You to Liaison Mums: Primary School Hall
SP: 08h00-08h30: Thank You to Liaison Mums: Peace Garden
SP: Grade 4 return from Roselands
SP: Grade 7 return from Sugar Bay

Day 1
HS: Grade 12 IEB Finals: Centenary Hall  
HS: Grade 8-11 Exams

Day 2
HS: Grade 12 IEB Finals: Centenary Hall  
HS: Grade 8-11 Exams

Day 3
HS: Grade 12 IEB Finals: Centenary Hall  
HS: Grade 8-11 Exams
JP: 08h00: Grade 1C Showcase & Hat Ceremony: JP Play Area  
17h30: DGC PA Meeting
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Calendar
Monday 25 October 2021 – Sunday 07 November 2021

Friday 19

Saturday 20

Sunday 21

Day 5
HS: Grade 12 IEB Finals: Centenary Hall  
HS: Grade 8-11 Exams End
JP: 08h00-0800: Assembly: Primary School Hall
PA: 08h30: Liaison Mums’ Breakfast: DGC Field
SP: 09h00-09h30: Assembly: Lecture Theatre
JP & SP: 13h00-14h00: Grade 3-7 Claire Segers Singing Bursary Auditions: Music Hall

You are never too small to make a difference.
- Greta Thunberg“

“

Thursday 18 Day 4
HS: Grade 12 IEB Finals: Centenary Hall  
HS: Grade 8-11 Exams
JP: 08h00: Grade 1D Showcase & Hat Ceremony: JP Play Area

We hope that all the Hindu families in our College Community had a blessed and happy Diwali. 


