
On more than one occasion in the past year, I have read 
and heard something along the lines of “we are in the same 
storm, but not in the same boat". How true that is. Going 
back online this week made me reflect on the fact that we 
are so fortunate that we are able to do so, despite the 
challenges it brings for teachers, girls and parents. We have 
lost very little academic time so our girls do not face the 
same challenges that many other pupils face. COVID-19 has 
impacted everyone differently; the cancellation of much-an-
ticipated cultural and sporting activities were met with disap-
pointment, holiday plans had to change and others had no 
income at all.

Often, it is difficult to understand another’s perspective due 
to varying circumstances. However, if we allow ourselves to 
continually have thoughts of negativity or criticism, we will 
be negative and critical. This can become our default mode 
if we allow it to. What we need now, more than ever, even 
though it is difficult, is graciousness.

Our own needs and wants become more important when we 
face difficulties and challenges. We have, and are entitled 
to, our own preferences. When we become focused on our-
selves as individuals, we lose perspective and others suffer.

Miss Edgcumbe reminded us in a recent assembly message 
that what we fill our hearts and minds with, will spill out in 
actions and deeds. So, I want to challenge us all to focus on 
gratitude and kindness during this upcoming break.

Someone who I am so grateful for and to is our dear 
Sister Cary who leaves us at the end of this term. The trib-
utes paid by the girls and staff sum up just how much she 
means to us. She has been kind, gentle, sympathetic; she 
has listened and guided, arranged First Aid bags and 
courses, and the list goes on. She knows not of ‘self-seek-
ing’. During her time of illness, she has remained com-
mitted to serving our school and we are truly indebted to 
her. We say goodbye with a great deal of sadness, but 
we know that it is right for her.

We are excited to have two staff members who will be 
getting married during these holidays. We wish Miss 
Grainger (Grade R) and Miss Rowland (Occupational 
Therapist) joyous celebrations on their respective wed-
ding days, and we look forward to seeing photos of the 
beautiful brides.

A sincere focus on gratitude requires much discipline and 
the intentional redirecting of thoughts to highlight positivi-
ty. Looking back on the second term, we have much to be 
grateful for – including the opportunities which we have 
embraced and grown from. During these holidays, we 
must prioritise good rest and keeping safe as we experi-
ence our third wave. I look forward to returning in Term 
3, recharged and motivated.

Marianne Bailey
Executive Head

College Chatter
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Our Matric Picnic 
was a wonderful 

opportunity for the 
girls to connect
with each other. 
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The Junior Primary wish Miss 
Grainger all the best for her 

wedding on 26 June. Her class 
enjoyed a special assembly with 

her and Mr Bielovich.

Grade 1s had a wonderful 
Creative Day. They created 
algorithms to programme

robots to paint.

Our Grade 00 girls have been 
learning about fairy tales. They 
had a Princess Day at school 

where they made crowns, 
played games and enjoyed a 

delicious picnic. 
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Our Grade 1, 2 and 3 girls participated with gusto at our 
annual Aquathon and Triathlon. We were impressed with 

their swimming, running and cycling efforts. 
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Our Top 5 winners in the various categories at 
the SP Inter-House Cross Country event:

Bottom row: Grade 4: Isabella du Toit, 
Chloe Boulle, Sarah Smith, Victoria Scott,
Rosemary McCormick

Row 2: Grade 5: Chloe Pomakov, Olivia Cairns, 
Emily Alder, Emily Nienaber, Zoie Sibeta

Row 3: Grade 6: Nikita Scruby, Josephine
Macduff, Angela Bingham, Torey Adams,
Mila Fouché

Top Row: Grade 7: Isabella Stephenson,
Sophia Kidson, Hannah Savage, Inez Letschert. 

Absent: Melissa Hulsen

Well done, girls! 
Well done to Hannah
Savage who was the 

overall winner, based on 
time at the SP Inter-House 

Cross Country event.

Grade 7 girls practising 
poems for the Drama fes-
tival which is to take place 

during Term 3.

Grade 7 girls presenting Project Based 
Learning on pandemics.

Colourful and beautiful
items that Grade 4 girls

made from recycled material
that they collected. Well 

done, girls! 
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Last week, our Grade 
12s enjoyed an after-
noon together at their 

Matric Picnic.

Our Matrics had a talk by Mark Olivier 
who retired at the age of 42; an entre-
preneurial mindset of taking calculated 
risks made this possible. Mark shared his 
business experience and expert advice 
with the Matrics, last week. He is currently 
the chairperson of Trellidor and African 
Rainbow Capital (ARC) Investments Limit-
ed. He pointed out that entrepreneurs who 
are willing to disrupt the industry succeed, 
whilst businesses that don’t adapt to 
change fail. Mark's message was inspira-
tional and he ended his presentation with 
some food for thought: all countries have 
challenges and whilst South Africa faces a 
few hardships, these hardships might not 
be more challenging than those of other 
countries.

They each brought a “survival” item and attached a note on which 
was collected in a box. During the picnic, each girl received a num-

ber and chose an item from the “survival kit”. The aim was to have a 
special way to encourage and support each other. 
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THE DURBAN GIRLS’ COLLEGE STUDENT PLEDGE
“Progress is impossible without change and change cannot be achieved without commitment. 

At DGC, we are undergoing a process of change and transformation to ensure that all students and staff feel heard, under-
stood and accepted. Words are powerful. Therefore, as part of this process, we have carefully constructed words to create 
a Student Pledge that has been included in the DGC Code of Conduct. This forms part of the foundation for our continuous 
journey of growth and transformation.

The DGC Student Pledge was compiled by the Head Girls, Heads of SRC and the Heads of Diversity and Transformation. 
While many other stakeholders were involved in this process, the aim of the Student Pledge was to be written by the girls, 
for the girls. The draft was presented to the SRC, and the Diversity and Transformation Committee for their comments and 
input. Thereafter, the final draft was sent to the Sakhizwe TransCom Committee and the DGC Board of Governors for their 
feedback.

DGC is a school that aims to incorporate tradition while embracing innovation and diversity. The Student Pledge will pro-
vide girls with the opportunity to connect with and play a role in the transformation process. It is our hope that through this 
pledge, each girl feels validated and accepted whilst within the walls of DGC.” – Saabira Amod (Head Girl, 2021) 

Click on the video below to watch our Matric Leaders recite the DGC Student Pledge.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ezDbqyCWgodnJViL_2yYRAEjLysqBzsc/view?usp=sharing
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“Teachers affect eternity; no one can tell where their influence stops.” I believe that being
a teacher is not only about teaching the curriculum, but teaching morals and values as well. 
By doing this, we inspire and motivate students to be the best that they can be. Coming to 
Durban Girls’ College has taught me just that. In the last few months that I have been here,
I have learnt the value of teaching, and how teachers make a difference in the students’
lives by making sure that they make the best of their educational experience.

I was born and raised in Pietermaritzburg, KwaZulu-Natal, but moved to Cape Town in
2019 where I worked at school called Herzlia Highlands and gained some much-needed 
independence and experience. I am a soft and gentle person who is always ready to help 
when needed and considerate of those around me. I enjoy reading, music, cooking and 
sometimes exercise.

Growing up, I didn’t think I would be a teacher. I was going down a completely different 
career path that I probably would have disliked a few years in. Changing my degree to 
teaching has been one of my best decisions – coming to work every day and knowing that
I can make a positive difference in someone’s life is a thought that motivates and inspires
me. I believe that students are the next generation that can change and influence the world,
and knowing that I was a part of that change is fulfilling.

At DGC, I have worked with High School and Senior Primary students, and I can definitely 
say that each student is unique and brings a certain value to the classroom, and the school 
as a whole. My hope and goal is to encourage each student to be the best that they can be.

But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control. Galatians 5:22,23

A friend shared an illustration with me a while back which she 
found somewhere and which helped her think carefully about 
her own reactions to the circumstances of life. We can proba-
bly all relate to spilling a drink from time to time – maybe we 
are bumped as we lift a cup to take a sip of coffee. Maybe 
we trip as we're carrying a glass of water. Maybe we knock 
over our milkshake as we're reaching for something across 
the table. Whatever the reason, when we spill something from 
the cup or glass, the thing that spills out is what was in the cup 
to start with. If I spill my coffee, coffee is what I see on the 
floor. Whatever is in the cup is what comes out when the cup 
wobbles. This tends to be what happens when life gives us the 
wobbles. Whatever we have inside, spills out. If we cultivate 
impatience, lack of compassion, ingratitude, these things will 
be more obvious when we are under pressure. The content of 
our character matters. This holiday, we have a bit more time to 
consider what we are cultivating in ourselves. As we rest and 
replenish our minds and bodies after a busy term, let's also 
work on filling ourselves up with the fruits mentioned above 
which God promises to help us grow as we trust in Him.

25
June
2021

Meet our Staff

From Our Chaplain

Brittany Brauns - Senior Primary Intern

Michelle Edgcumbe
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The Cli�on & DGC
Virtual Music Concert

The Clifton Gents and College Girls are excited to share 
what they have collaborated on with you.

Presenting

CLICK TO WATCH

CLICK TO WATCH

Part 1

The Cli�on & DGC
Virtual Music Concert

The Clifton Gents and College Girls are excited to share 
what they have collaborated on with you.

Presenting

CLICK TO WATCH

Part 2

CLICK TO WATCH

https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/70f12cea-a11e-4eaf-b36e-bfd4b25940d0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b1sU0WVWXtgezFIz0WtPLeAHD35M03Ea/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r6OxJBG7grEj5PNMpvcM-MnWOXSQqbTi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r6OxJBG7grEj5PNMpvcM-MnWOXSQqbTi/view?usp=sharing


MUSIC RESULTS
HIGH SCHOOL

We are delighted to announce 
that Niwedita Bhatta (Grade 
12) has once again, for a third 
consecutive year, been invited 
to perform in the SASMT’s 
prestigious Rising Stars Concert, 
which will be held in Septem-
ber. This is a testament to the 
hard work and dedication of 
both teacher and student. 
Congratulations Niwedita
and Mrs MacIlwaine!

JUNIOR PRIMARY AQUATHON & TRIATHLON RESULTS

Grade 1 Aquathon 

1  Josephine Mamet
2  Ezzah Sultan
3  Kelsi Janse van Rensburg
4  Ellie Rosenberg
5  Katie Coutsoudis
6  Katy Bowyer
7  Madison Zaborowski
8  Mikaylé Lappeman
9  Liyana Ismail
10  Brooklynn Barritt
  

Grade 2 Aquathon 

1  Annabel van Reenen
2  Asma Soosiwala
3  Charlotte McGregor
4  Siphiwosethu Sikhakhane
5  Alexa Martin
6  Alexis Gainsford
7  Mackenzie Nelson
8  Aisha Mahomed
9  Amelia Hall
10  Victoria Sutherland

Grade 3 Team Triathlon

1  Thandokuhle Mathibeli
  Eleanor Yarrow
  Oyama Baqwa

2  Sophie Rosenberg
  Peyton Otto
  Taylor Thompson

3  Arabella Sadler
  Kaila Pillay
  Uyanda Sibiya
  Zahra Randeree

4  Zahra Essack
  Maryam Osman
  Nuha Ismail

5  Seneme Chiluvane
  Maariyah Malek
  Ayesha Paruk

6  Zareen Mahommed
  Aaisha Vaid
  Sanaa Peer
  Maryam Solwa

7  Taylor Friis
  Aziza Zulu
  Genevieve McKenzie

8  Khololwethu Majola
  Teia Singh
  Hannah Sigamoney

9  Lwandlekazi Dano
  Savana Terreblanche
  Sphesihle Madonsela

10  Fathima Motala
  Milhaana Joosab
  Noora Carrim

Grade 3 Individual Triathlon 

1  Sophie Rosenberg
2  Taylor Thompson
3  Eleanor Yarrow
4  Juhi Jogessar
5  Aarya Maharaj
6  Diyana Pillay
7  Seneme Chiluvane
8  Nuha Ismail
9  Aaisha Vaid
10  Aziza Zulu
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SWIMMING
KZN RANKINGS

Congratulations to Emily Macqueen (Grade 7) who achieved the following:
2nd - Women 11-12 200 IM
1st - Women 11-12 50m Butterfly
1st - Women 11-12 50m Breaststroke
1st - Women 11-12 50m Backstroke
1st - Women 11-12 50m Freestyle 
3rd - Women 11-12 100m Freestyle

Well done to Genevieve Christensen (Grade 7) who achieved the following:
5th - Women 11-12 50m Breaststroke
10th - Women 11-12 50m Backstroke
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Notices

Calendar

It’s not the absence of fear,
it’s overcoming it. Sometimes

you’ve got to blast through
and have faith.

- Emma Watson

“ “
RELAUNCH OF THE DGC UNIFORM SHOP
For your convenience, The DGC Uniform Shop is now online offering convenient payment options. 

You are most welcome to shop online and collect in-store or have your order delivered to your door. 

Simply visit dgc.unirite.co.za to shop online 24/7 or to schedule an appointment for in-store fittings or shopping during the 
holidays and Saturdays. 

You are also welcome to contact the store directly on 031 100 0594 / 067 160 0127 / sales.dgc.unirite.co.za for all your 
uniform requirements.

To access our Term 3 2021 Calendar, click here.

https://dgc.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/2021-Term-3-Calendar.pdf



