
This coming week sees the start of the examination period 
for the Grade 10s and 11s, and an extension programme 
for the Grade 8s and 9s. Both of these are important 
learning processes for our pupils. Last year, neither of 
these were able to be held and, as an academic institution 
at our core, it is with great happiness that we can proceed 
in 2021. 

Whilst examinations are often very stressful times (for the 
whole family, not just those writing!), we want to highlight 
their importance. Formative assessments indicate whether 
or not learning has taken place, and are integral in the 
process of education. In a recent podcast, Brené Brown 
stated that children need to be challenged but that this 
should happen without trauma. Managing their time, 
their study schedule and their anxiety are all important 
lessons, and it is our role as adults (teachers and parents) 
to ensure that we support them, mitigate the anxiety which 
seems to pervade this generation, but at the same time 
allow them to be challenged. Examinations should not be 
traumatic, but seen as a chance to prove what learning 
has happened in a safe space. 

The Grade 8 and 9 Extension Programme focuses on
skills that may be overlooked during normal teaching 
constraints; and at the acquisition of soft skills. The latter 
can be defined as personal attributes that enable individu-
als to work harmoniously with others, and are at the core 
of critical 21st Century skills: communication, collabora-
tion, critical thinking, adaptability, and how to be global 
citizens are a few examples. One week of the programme 
will be run internally, the other by Tomorrow's Leaders
in Training.

“Learning is not attained by chance, it must be sought
for with ardour and attended to with diligence.”
– Abigail Adams

We hope that the Extension Programme is sought with ar-
dour and the examinations are attended to with diligence. 

Jennifer Harrison (Deputy-Head: Academics)
Tracy Taylor (Deputy-Head: Student Affairs)
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Grade Rs used the FAB Build 
Kit to build castles and towers 
together. They did so well col-

laborating and listening to each 
other’s ideas. Learning through 

play is so much fun!

Junior Primary girls are enjoying 
their outdoor activities, learning 
hockey skills and keeping fit. All 

safety protocols and social distanc-
ing are being adhered to. 

They collaborated and discussed 
new ideas in groups before starting 

their task. The girls are working 
well in teams, learning to respect 

different points of view. 

Our Grade 1 girls used the green Thinking 
Hat to organise their thinking in creative ways 

to design their very own robots. 

Thank you to all our JP 
girls for their generous 
donations of pet food 

for the SPCA. 
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Our Grade 3 Marimba Band 
played beautifully at our Discovery 
Day. Thank you to Mrs Zondo and 
our very talented girls. Click the 

play button to watch.

Our girls are loving their robotics 
and coding lessons. 

The Durban Girls’ College
Junior Primary Library is extremely

excited and grateful to have received a 
selection of hugely popular autographed 

copies of the highly-acclaimed South
African children’s author, 

Dianne Stewart. 

Our girls enjoying their tennis lesson 
while observing all safety protocols. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ide_3WFCPpNxKVBZDBjjmMliUDo1dCCE/view?usp=sharing
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Arwen Castle and Sthabile Dlamini (Grade 
6) were selected for the U12 Netball Durban

Central Team. Well done, girls!

Rosemary McCormick and Ella Schoeman 
(Grade 4) were identified by their coaches as 
Netball Players of the Day during their various 
netball matches, last week. Great playing, girls!

Sienna Setzkorn (Grade 7) represented DGC at 
the Core League Qualifier 2 held at Shongweni 

with her horse, Saratoga My Fair Lady. 

Grade 4s experi-
menting with ways 

to strengthen 
materials. 

Grade 7 girls having lots of 
fun during their ‘Oreo Tectonic 
Plates Movement’ lesson. They 

even got to eat their subject 
matter at the end of

the lesson!
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Our Grade 8s spent two days at
Spirit of Adventure – an outdoor lead-

ership centre based at Shongweni Dam. 
They experienced exciting, enjoyable 
and adventurous activities which took 

place on land, water and
rock faces. 

Our Grade 12s enjoying a mosaic workshop 
with their friends at ATKV. 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN PERSPECTIVE
Mr Williams addressed the Grade 10 
Business Studies girls on entrepreneurship 
and the challenges that entrepreneurs face. 
They learnt about his cheese factory, The 
Smoking Gourmet, and the challenges that 
COVID-19 brought. Mr Williams also owns 
I Love Coffee in Umhlanga and his vision is 
for customers to describe the coffee as “the 
best coffee”. Our girls definitely have more 
insight on what it takes to be an entrepre-
neur in an ever-changing world. 
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The teachers learning 
how to code the Blue 
Bot robots. They had 

such fun!

This past Saturday, all DGC Academic Staff were involved in an in-house IT Workshop morning which included sessions on 
many relevant and fascinating topics. Staff members had to each attend three of 15 different workshops which were on
offer – covering diverse topics such as:

• How to code a Blue Bot robot.

• Making use of Virtual and Augmented Reality in lessons.

• Features of Google Sites.

• Creating interactive Google Slideshows.

• New features in Google Meet.

• Setting up Project-Based Learning modules incorporating digital media.

Many heads were spinning by the end of the morning but everyone learnt something new and there was much enthusiasm 
and many plans formed on how to incorporate the new skills and content learnt into lessons.

Mrs Britz running a course on how to make 
Google Slides interactive for use in lessons.

A fascinating session on how 
to make use of Virtual and 
Augmented Reality apps to 
make lessons come alive for 

the students.

Teachers absorbed in learning how to 
use a Smartboard to full capacity.
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Micaela de Abreu – Junior Primary Intern
Throughout my life, my career choices have been constantly changing. In my 
last term of Matric, I was so set on becoming a lawyer. I thought it was the 
path best chosen because my family had always told me that I was very “ar-
gumentative”. But, by the end of my Matric year, I just felt so unsure. I start-
ed to think about something that I was really good at and something I would 
really enjoy doing for the rest of my life. The first thing that came to my mind 
was teaching. Within two months, I was registered at Embury and employed 
at a pre-school. I will forever be happy with the decision that I made. 

Teaching provides me with so much joy. I wake up every morning so excited 
to get to work and I think that this is such an important aspect to consider 
when making your career decision. The best thing I have found whilst work-
ing with children, besides the fact that I get to watch them grow and develop 
every day, is the fact that no matter how bad my day is, they will always 
make it 10 times better. My Grade 1 girls will constantly greet me with cards 
saying, “I love you Miss D”, and I will have an instant smile on my face. 

Working at Durban Girls’ College has honestly been a blessing in disguise 
for me. The staff and learners at DGC have constantly shown me love and 
support. Whilst I watch the girls grow into strong and confident women, I 
grow as one too. I strive to be a great teacher like my mentors, as wise as my 
fellow interns, and as caring and hardworking as my Grade 1 girls! 

This week in RE, the JP and SP girls have been hearing about Joseph and his 
rainbow coat. We made a beautiful flow map as we learnt all about Joseph’s 
family. This story is well-known but sometimes we forget that it is part of the 
greater biblical story, and that shows how God is faithfully keeping a promise 
made to Joseph’s great-grandfather, Abraham. Joseph had to deal with lots of 
hard times in his life. We put on our ‘red hats’ and thought about how he felt 
during those long stretches of painful circumstances. We thought about how 
angry his brothers were in the beginning, and later, how sorry they were for 
how they’d treated Joseph. We remembered the wise words that Joseph said 
to them at the end: “Don’t be afraid. Behind what you were doing, underneath 
everything that was happening, God was doing something good. God was 
making everything right again”. 

I wonder if you need to remember that today. Has the week brought something 
difficult your way which has made you feel sorrowful or afraid? We are quick 
to run away from God when this happens. Instead, though it feels counterintui-
tive, the better way is to run towards the One who holds all things together. In 
his hands, even broken things find purpose. 
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From Our Chaplain
Michelle Edgcumbe
But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You
intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is 
now being done, the saving of many lives. So then, don’t be afraid. I will 
provide for you and your children”. And he reassured them and spoke
kindly to them. Genesis 50:19
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CANOEING
Tannah Smith (Grade 10) competed at KZN Canoe K1 & K2 
Marathon Champs and achieved the following results:

Girls U16 K1 (singles) – silver
Girls U16 K2 (doubles) – gold
Girls U18 K2 (doubles) – gold

She has been selected to represent KZN at the upcoming SA 
Marathon Champs at the end of May in Cape Town.  

HORSERIDING
Sienna Setzkorn (Grade 7) and her horse, Saratoga My Fair 
Lady, were placed as follows at the Core League Qualifier 2:

• 90cm Equitation – 1st
• 90cm A2 Competition – 1st
• Level 5 Working Riding – 1st
• Level 5 Performance Riding – 1st

HORSERIDING
Isabella Baitz, Aryka Naidoo, Madison Freeman (Grade 8) 
and Victoria Scott (Grade 4) took part in a SANESA event 
two weeks ago and achieved as follows: 
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• Isabella placed 1st in
80cm Show Jumping
competition riding.

• Aryka placed 1st in her
High School Level 1
Equitation class.

• Madison placed 2nd in
the High School Beginner
classes for Dressage and
Working Rider and placed
3rd in the High School
Beginner Equitation class.

• Victoria placed 2nd in
Primary School Level 1
Equitation class.

ARCHERY
Bibi Aisha Motala (Grade 7) 
participated in the South
African National Indoor 
Archery Championships and 
placed 2nd nationally in her 
category. She has achieved 
her Provincial as well as 
National colours for the
2020-2021 shooting year 
as a Cub Archer. 
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Calendar
Monday 31 May 2021 – Sunday 13 June 2021
Monday 31 

Monday 07 

Tuesday 08 

Wednesday 09

Tuesday 01 

Wednesday 02

Thursday 03

Friday 04

Saturday 05

Sunday 06

Day 6
HS: 16h30-18h00: Grade 8 Parent/Teacher Interviews: Online

Day 7
HS: Grade 12 Consumer Studies Final Practical Exam

Day 8
PA: 17h00: DGC PA Meeting: Online

Day 9

Day 10
SP: 09h30: Assembly
HS: 10h00-10h30: Grade Period
HS: 09h00-12h00: Grade 12 Consumer Studies Final Practical Exam

Day 1

Day 2
JP & SP: Inter-House Cross Country: DGC

Day 3
HS: Exchange Information for Grade 9 Parents & Girls: Online

Thursday 10 

Friday 11 

Day 4

Day 5
SP: 09h30: Assembly
JP: 10h00: Grade 2 Cake Sale
HS: 10h00-10h30: Assembly: Online
HS: Grade 10 & 11 Exams End
SP: 16h00: Grade 6 Sleepover: College House

Saturday 12

Sunday 13

We need to start work with the idea that 
we're going to learn every day. I learn, 
even at my position, every single day.

- Chanda Kochhar

“ “


