
“To deny people their human rights is to challenge their 
very humanity.” – Nelson Mandela

Each person has the right to equality, human dignity, life 
and freedom – to name a few. These rights were protected 
by those who unknowingly sacri� ced themselves in order 
to allow us to practice these basic, yet crucial, rights every 
day. Each year on the 21st of March, South Africans 
come together to celebrate Human Rights Day. We com-
memorate the Sharpeville Massacre that took place on this 
very day, only 61 years ago, when police of� cers opened 
� re on a group of peaceful protestors who were protest-
ing against the oppressive pass laws put in place during 
apartheid. Human Rights Day allows us to honour the 69 
lives lost during this shooting, as well as pay tribute to all 
those who fought for a democratic South Africa. 

In order for us to honour those who lost their lives in the 
struggle for freedom, the Social Responsibility Leadership 
Portfolio will be explaining the signi� cance of this day 
through a presentation during assembly. Us College Girls 

will show our support by wearing ribbons representing the 
colours on the South African � ag. The Social Responsibil-
ity Portfolio will also be placing a South African � ag on 
a wall that can be visible to the whole High School. We 
will be writing some of the basic human rights which have 
been fought for in South African history and placing them 
around the � ag. This will allow us to re� ect on the rights 
we take for granted far too often, as well as encourage 
ourselves to appreciate the sacri� ces that were made for 
us and generations to come. 

Durban Girls’ College values these rights and encourages 
us to exercise them in everything we do. The privilege of 
our human rights can be easily overlooked; we have the 
opportunity to focus actively on acknowledging them on 
Human Rights Day. This weekend, we encourage you to 
take time out and re� ect on the importance of this holiday. 

Ashley Ridgway and Shaé Jugthaw
Head and Vice-Head of Social Responsibility 

College Chatter
From the Helm

College Moment

We held the � rst 
Virtual Gala, 
on Monday, 8 
March 2021. 

Well done to our 
swimmers and 
competitors!
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Grade 1 girls are reading! 
They loved the challenge of 
building “lollipop sentenc-
es” using words they have 

learnt to read. 

A fantastic hands-on lesson learning about 3D shapes through 
various forms of construction! This lesson required lots of thinking 

and collaboration from our Grade 2s.

Well done to our JP House Captains for the 2021 
Inter-House Gala

Churchill – Genevieve McKenzie &
Spesihle Madonsela

Hunter – Taylor Friis & Oyama Baqwa Palmer – Aisha Vaid & Savana Terreblanche Rutherford – Sophie Rosenberg &
Eleanor Yarrow

Cottam – Diyana Pillay &
Arabella-Jean Sadler

Greenacre – Maariyah Malek &
Taylor Thompson
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Sayuri Mahabeer (Grade 4) passed her ABRSM Grade 
2 Music Theory with Distinction and Khanyisa Bophela 

(Grade 5) was invited to perform at the ʻBest of Lockdown 
Virtual Junior Concert 2020’.

Busy SP girls everywhere! 

Rinaaz Gouse and Liyana Essack 
(Grade 7) gave a talk at the SP assem-
bly on the religious Islamic celebration 
of Leylatul Mi’raj which was celebrated 

on Wednesday, 10 March 2021. 

The SP corridors and 
classrooms are a 
hive of activity!

Representatives of the Eco Club, Zaria Moodley (Grade 
5) and Sophia Garach (Grade 6), are encouraging 
all girls to bring clean plastic bags and bottle tops to 

school for recycling purposes. 

Lily Corbett and Annabelle
Elphinstone (Grade 7) present-
ing a COVID-19 reminder to all 

girls at the SP assembly. 

Our Grade 6s
exploring ʻGeometry 

in Our World’. 

Shreya Subramoney and Twina
Chawla (Grade 7) shared about the Hindu cel-
ebration of Maha Shivratri, at the SP assembly, 

which was celebrated on Thursday,
11 March 2021. 

Our Grade 4 girls rehearsing 
their Afrikaans oral presentations.
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Meet Our Staff
Sayurie Nayagar-Naidoo – Laboratory Technologist
I had no idea which career path I wanted to follow when I completed Grade 12. Coming
from a family of more than a few medical professionals, one would think that my career
was set in stone – not in my case! I was a pharmacy applicant, entered university as an
engineering student and qualified with a degree in Chemistry. Undoubtedly, science was
not a career I chose, but that chose me. 

A major part of science and lab work is problem-solving and that challenges me in many
ways and definitely feeds my curious side. It does get complex – and sometimes frustrating
– but once you overcome the challenge, it is very exciting and satisfying. I bring valuable
laboratory experience from my years working in at cosmetic, food and chemical industries,
to DGC. My most recent position was as a Laboratory Analyst at the Council for Scientific
and Industrial Research where I conducted water quality tests and learned a lot about the 
running of a laboratory. During my time there, I assisted with community outreach
programmes intended to inform and encourage learners from disadvantaged communities
to pursue careers in science and technology. It was so fulfilling to see the excitement that
the kids had towards the science demonstrations shown to them.  Soon after, the opportunity
at DGC came up and I knew it would be something I would enjoy.

When I am not experimenting in the laboratory, you can find me baking up a storm in the kitchen, being adventurous with 
food and the outdoors, travelling and spending lots of time with my amazing family. 

Working at DGC these past few months has made a significant impact on my career, and I feel privileged to be part of a team 
so passionate about what they do. I look forward to many more memorable years of learning and sharing here at DGC. 

15
Mar
2021

From Our Chaplain
Michelle Edgcumbe
No one takes [my life] from me, but I lay it down of my own accord.
I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again.
John 10:18a

With Human Rights Day around the corner, it is a good opportunity to 
consider the ways in which we show respect and kindness to the people in 
our home, our workplace, our school and our city. Sometimes we need to 
recalibrate our own hearts. Do we tend to show more respect to those who 
agree with us? Do we disregard people who live differently to us? Do we 
really listen to others or do we default to presuming we know what’s best 
for them? It’s so confronting to ask oneself questions like this! Jesus was 
no stranger to confronting questions. He got into a lot of trouble with the 
religious establishment of his day for challenging the way people thought of 
each other, and the way they thought of God. But, he was about more than 
just sorting out the human rights issues of that time. He was about restoring 
people to wholeness, and giving them ultimate security by restoring their 
relationship with God who made them. The way he did this was by choosing 
to give up all his own human rights. Deliberately, generously, thoughtfully, 
he laid down his very life in order to pay what was owing for all the wrong 
choices made by others. Restoring dignity, which came at a personal cost, 
was Jesus’ mission. As we care for others and show them the honour due to 
them as image bearers of God, we should hold tightly onto the knowledge 
that this God gave up everything to bring us back to him. In doing so, he 
shows us just how valuable we are to him. 
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EXTERNAL MUSIC EXAMINATIONS RESULTS
Senior Primary:
 • Xin Tong Chen (Grade 7) passed ABRSM Grade 3 Music Theory with Merit. 
 • Sophia Garach (Grade 6) passed ABRSM Grade 1 Music Theory with Distinction.
 • Jingqi Lin (Grade 7) passed ABRSM Grade 3 Music Theory with Distinction. 
 • Kelsey Naicker (Grade 5) passed ABRSM Grade 1 Music Theory with Merit. 
 • Mishara Naidoo (Grade 7) passed ABRSM Grade 4 Music Theory.
 • Shreya Subramoney (Grade 7) passed ABRSM Grade 4 Music Theory with Merit. 
High School:
 • Ruhi Mudely (Grade 9) passed ABRSM Grade 4 Music Theory with Merit.
 • Rebecca Darby-Wade (Grade 12) passed Trinity College Grade 7 Singing with Merit. 
 • Sonali Mahabeer (Grade 10) passed ABRSM Grade 5 Music Theory with Merit. 

Congratulations on these incredible achievements, girls!

EQUESTRIAN
Victoria Scott (Grade 4) participated in a 
SANESA event held in Pietermaritzburg, last weekend.
She came 1st and 2nd in her two dressage events.
Well done, Torey! 



Page 6
Notices

15
Mar
2021

Step out of the history that is holding you back. 
Step into the new story you are willing to create.

- Oprah Winfrey
“ “



Page 7 15
Mar
2021

Calendar
Monday 15 March – Sunday 28 March 2021
Monday 15  

Monday 22  

Tuesday 16  

Tuesday 23  

Wednesday17  

Wednesday 24  

Thursday 18

Thursday 25

Friday 26

Friday 19

Saturday 20

Saturday 27

Sunday 21

Sunday 28

Day 1
HS: 07h00-07h45: Recording of Easter Cantata – HS Orchestra  
WS: 08h00-08h30: Whole School Assembly: Online
JP: Parent/Teacher Interviews: Online
SP: Parent/Teacher Interviews: Online
HS: 13h15-14h30: Inter-House Gala: DGC (no spectators)
HS: 14h00-14h30 Recording of Easter Cantata – Speakers 

Day 2
JP: Parent/Teacher Interviews: Online
SP: Parent/Teacher Interviews: Online
17h00: DGC Board Meeting: Online

Day 3
JP: Parent/Teacher Interviews: Online
SP: Parent/Teacher Interviews: Online
HS: 08h30-12h30: Scholarship Interviews: Grade 8 2022: Boardroom
JP: 08h30-10h30: Inter-House Gala: DGC
HS: 14h45-16h15: Open Circles Workshop Group 1 Session 3 

Day 4
JP: Parent/Teacher Interviews: Online
SP: Parent/Teacher Interviews: Online
SP:14h00-16h00: Staff Open Circles Workshop
JP: 08h00: Grade R Online Love Language Talk

Day 5
JP: Parent/Teacher Interviews: Online 

Day 6
PUBLIC HOLIDAY

HUMAN RIGHTS DAY

Day 7

Day 8
JP: 08h00: Grade 2 Music Module: JP Play Area (1 parent per pupil)

Day 9
SP & HS: 08h00-09h30: Championship Gala: DGC 
JP: 08h00: Grade 3 Music Module: JP Play Area (1 parent per pupil)
JP: 11h00: Grade 00 and R Easter Bonnet Parade: JP Play Area
SP. 11h00-12h30 Inter-House Gala: DGC
HS: 09h00-13h30 Blood Drive: Miller Grove Building

Day 10
HS: 10h25-11h00: Grade 8 Key Ceremony (1 parent per pupil): Centenary Hall & Livestream
HS: 11h00: Easter Cantata: Registration Classes
JP: Grade 1 to 3 Easter Egg Hunt
11h30: Break-Up Day


